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Summary

“Georgia’s Independence Committee”, which was functioning in
Berlin during the World War [ assumed, that by the help of German’s they
could restore Georgia’s statehood.

By the help of German govemmment the Committee established
+Georgian Legion” on the territory of Turkey (Lazistan). The establishment
and existence of the first Georgian reward — the Order of King Tamar was
connected to the above mentioned Committee and Georgian Legion
members, who fought on the side of Germans. The holder of the reward
could become a person of Georgian as well as German origin, who was not
a member of the Legion, but had successfully served German-Georgian
military-political alliance mission.

The document issued by the Committee on May 1, 1917 proves that a
German diplomat Graff Friedrich-Verner Schulenburg (1875-1944) was
awarded with the Order of King Tamar. By the same document it can be
also proved how ,Georgia’s Independence Committee” versioned Georgian
state flag, which would have had red and black horizontal stripes. This type
of flag is described by prominent Georgian poet of XII-XIII century -
Shota Rustaveli in his poem ,The Knight in the Panther’s Skin“ as the
Georgian flag of that period.
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