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Leila Khuskivadze
New Data on Okonl Triptych

In 1991, one of the most significant samples of the Byzantine art preserved in Georgia — the so called
Okoni icon, an ivory triptych, was stolen from the Tskhinvali Museum. In 2001, it found itself in Geneva.
Kristy auction, where it was ascertained that the triptych belonged to Georgia and it was removed to
Geneve Palais de Justice and kept there. In 2004, the triptych was retumed to Georgia and placed in the
treasury of the Sh. Amiranashvili State Museum of Fine Arts of Georgia.

This ivory icon of the turn of the 10™-11* cc. is usually identified with the icon mentioned in the
dowry of Queen Helen, first wife of the king Bagrat IV. However, this identification is not indubitable, all
the more that A. Goldschmidt and K. Weitzmann do not exclude the possibility that its author was a local,
Georgian master. Nonetheless, doubtless is the date of the icon and the fact that it shares norms of the
Byzantine art.

After abduction from Tskhinvali, 17* c. silver plates of the icon were removed. This had sacrificed
historically significant inscription of the Catholicos Evdemon, but, on the other hand, made it possible
to examine the icon anew and obtain ncw data. Firstly, it was ascentained that the 17* c. chasing was
made duc to the damage of the icon. in order to fix the cracked ivory plate. It was also revealed that the
back of the central part of the icon is plain, while the back of the wings is adorned with Crosses, similar
to thosc on other 10™ ¢, ivory triptychs. It was ascertained that the Decsis on the central part was placed
under the canopy. form of which is analogous to some contemporary Byzantine samples. Inscriptions
(and their traces) accompanying the images were also revealed, additional treatment of the figures with
the paint became obvious. And what is most important, verified was the elation of the figures and the
background. 1.¢. the character of their execution. which had shed more light on the outstanding artistic
menls of the icon.
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