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Tamaz Sanikidze
Greek Terracotta Figurine from Uplistsikhe

Thanks to the archaeological excavations carried out in Georgia a lot of Greek terracottasof
Hellenistic period (small terracotta figurin) were found.

The 11cm height figurinerepresents a young graceful lady with a bit elongated proportions of a
body sitting on the very brink of precipice.

This is dressed in a draped peplos and wears a rim-stephana on her head — a kind of a crown, sign
of Divinity.

The figurine is slightly damaged. It hasn’t got hands. Golden stripes left on the pleats of a dress
show clearly that the figurine was painted.

It was produced in the famous Greek center of terracotta sculptare — Tanagra, and belongs to the
turn of the 1V-11I centuries B.C. Simultaneously it was imported in Uplistsikhe.

The figurine appears a part of ritual treasure discovered in 1977-78.
Up to the date of establishment of Christianity in Georgia (337), Uplistsikhe -= the town cut in a
rocky massif — represented a magnificent temple center with urban structure — a kind of national

sanctuary — where the Sun was considered to be the main Deity.

The above - mentioned figurine represents one more eminent sample of close cultural and
economic connections between Georgia and Greek-Hellenistic world.
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