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Catherine Gedevanishvili
Once Again on One Local Iconographic Tradition

Depiction of the Mandelion above the altar in the 1213 cc. Georgian mural painting had more than
once been discussed in the scholarly literature. This is such a rare case for other countrics of the
Christendom that this theme can well be considered as a local tradition. Its emergence is explained by a
number of circumstances. to which one more can he added, evidenced by a onc more well known
Georgian mural - 12* c. painting bearing holy Ecumenical Councils in the narthex of the main church
(consccrated (o the Birth of the Virgin) of the Gelati monastery.

Depiction of the holy Ecumenical Counals in Gelati, up to date unparalleled in the medicval Georgian
mural painting, was justly considered by T. Virsaladze as a reflection of the Ruis-Urbnisi Council, onc of
the most remarkable events in the reign of the king David the Builder, founder of the Gelati monastery.
Following this indubitable interpretation, attention should be paid to the following fact: tympanon of the
west door (leading to the narthex) is oocupied by the Mandelion (presumably, with “shoulders™ - the
image is severely damaged), while the south-west window is given to the Miracle of St. Euphemia -an
episode of the Council of Chalcedon, represented separately from the latter. Since this cpisodcisa
confirmation of the full Manhood and full Divinity of Christ. and the Mandclion is a “historic™ evidence
of the unconfused unity of natures, it is obvious that this conceplt is specially emphasised in the murals
(Mandelion and straight oppositc it - Ascension of the Cross, streiched along the centre of the vault
and on the opposite end - the Virgin and the Child, in the tympanon of the west door (leading to the
church), which makes this emphasis even more stressed).

Such a special accentuation is well understandable keeping in mind acute disputes with the
Monophysites, namely followers of the Anmenian Gregorian Church. ongoing in Georgia at that period;
the same should have been the reason of placing Mandelion above the altar, as a direct visual “evidence”
of the Diophysitism. One should also remember theological disputes, covering entire Orthodox Chnistian
world. focused on the person of Christ and essence of the Eucharistic Sacrifice, in which the Mandchion,
further to the Orthodox outlook, was also referred to as an unquestionable proof.
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