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Kutaisi and Its Population
(From “Travel in The Caucasus” by Frederic Dubois de Monpere)

Summary

Frederic Dubois de Monpere is a scientist-traveler, whose works
promoted the development of Europian Kartvelology. Frenchman by origin,
born in Switzerland, he was an outstanding geologist, naturalist and
archeologist. He traveled a lot, including Transcaucasian countries and
Georgia among them (1833-1834) which resulted in fis extensive work (in 6
volums) “Travels around the Caucasus, at Circassians and Abkhazians, in
Kolkhida, in Georgia, Armenia and the Crimea“. The work is written in the
genre of keeping a diary, where he described everything heard and seen in
detail, precisely defining the information on antique, medieval and his
contemporary authors about this region. The striking illustration of this very
important work is the honorary reward — the gold medal of French
Geografical society, awarded ti him in 1838.

The importance of “Travels® for Georgian original source studies
should be espesially noted: because of the known political events, a certain
gap has appeared in Georgian historiography, concerning the description on
the history of the first half of the 19-th century (after the conquest of Georgia
by Russia). Hence, Duboi’s “Travels® acquires the significance of primary
source in many historical aspects of the given period.

One part of Dubois’ work, complitly dedicated to the describtion of
Kutaisi and its population, is published in the given article.
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