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Iriné Giviashvili
Dort Kilisa Triconch

The church discussed in the article is located in the historic south-westem Georgian province Kola
(at present in Turkey. 9 km. from the vill. Orakdi). It is mentioned by Prince Vakhushti, 18™ c. Georgian
historiag, Dim. Bakhradze, 19* ¢. Georgian scholar. Most basic study of the church was undertaken in
1907, by the expedition of the Historic and Ethnographic Society of Georgia, which was initiated by E.
Takaishvili. The latter had given quite a precise description of the church (published in 1938, in Paris)
and the measured drawing were made by the architect A. Kalgin (plan drafted by G. Ebralidze was
presented on the Exhibition of Old Georgian Architecture, in 1920 and published in 1924, in an album
prepared by E. Takaishvili). All later publications (V. Beridze, P. Zakaraia and others) were based on the
materials of this expedition.

In 1996, the author had visited Dort Kilisa churches (among them a peculiar tow-apsed church) and
architect Nino Bagrationi had measured the triconch anew. As was ascertained, the church had suffered
severe damage over 90 years, due to which existence of many details or decorative clements cannot be
verified. Nevertheless, comparison of old (1907) and new materials makes is possible to find answers to
many questions.

Threc-apsed core looks quite tradition in the interior, representing three equal apses directly linked
lo one another by angles (similar to the case of other simple Georgian triconchs, Armemnian samples and
Early Christian examples from other Christian countries). West cross-arm is long — twice Jonger than the
depth of apses. What the central domed bay looked like is uncertain — presumably, it should have been
provided with squinches to ensure transition to the circle, or pendentive-squinches widespread in
southern Georgian from the late 9* c. onwards, including the first quarter of the 1 ' c. Most peculiaris the
exterior of the Dort Kilisa triconch - triconch apses are not rectangular, as usual, but trihedral; such a
solution can be paralleled by the exterior masses of pastophoria in the Vachnadziani Kvelatsminda
church (9" c.). As for the roofing, it can be supposed that the apses would have been provided with the
pitched roof. From the west the church had an annex-narthex, south wall of which exceeds the limits of
the south wall of the west cross-arm - this portion would have been covered with a separate gable roof,
while the rest part of the narthex — with the pent roof. As for the date of the church, taking its architectural
peculiarities into consideration, it can be ascribed to the 9 c.
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