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Ketevan Asatiani
From the History of Vine Cross

Conversion of Karili and Vitae of St. Nino tell of the Vine Cross, which St. Nino made by
her hands. As evidenced by the same sources, it was at first embodied in the Holy Cross of
Mtskheta and later moved (o the family of King Mirian. After this, Vine Cross is mentioned by
the 18™-19" cc. Georgian authors, who state that: in the 18" c., Archbishop Romanoz (from the
family of Aragvi Eristavs) took the Vine Cross to Russia to hand it over to Prince Bakar; that
rulers of Kartl-Kakheti made efforts for its relurn to Georgia; that finally, in 1802, Alexander I,
emperor of Russia, sent the cross back to Tbilisi. Later, P. loseliani recorded that Vine Cross
was kept in Armenia and his statement was repeated over decades by many historians and
archacographers. As ascertained, P. loseliani’s statement is based on an incorrect interpretation
of the Armenian sources. M. Champyan, who had collected data of various Armenian sources
regarding crosses, mentions two crosses of the Georgian provenance: “Choniatsi” = Vardzia
Cross and Nino’s Cross, referring to Aharon Vanandetsi, Vardan Arveltsi and Vanakan Vardapetsi.
Among these, Vanadetsi is the earliest and a source for others. According to him, Shushanik
had taken Nino’s cross (supposedly, the same one, which was erected on top of the mountain)
to Armenia and finally it found itself in Vanant. From this place, as evidenced by Vardan Arveltsi
(13™c.), the Vine Cross was moved to Ani, where it was lost during the Mongol invasion. M.
Chamchyan also added confusing notes on Shushanik.

It scems most likely that Armenian sources refer to several different crosses. One — according
to Movses Khorenatsi, crected on top of the mountain, seems o be large; others — those of
Nino, Vananti, Shushanik and Jojiki, are definitely small. P. [oseliani, having combined evidences
of various Armenian sources quoted by M. Chamchyan, wrote a history of the Vine Cross,
including its century-long stay in Armenia. Noteworthy is that Georgian sources mention several
crosses of nationwide significance, connected with St. Nino: a. Vine Cross; b. Cross sent to
Kartli by Constantinc the Great; c. Relic of the True Cross sent to Kartli by the same emperor;
d. Cross erected on top of the mountain in Mtskheta, which has acquired special significance
(Conversion of Kartli relers to it four times). If this is Nino's Cross (as named by Vanandetsi,
although Movses Khorenatsi, the source for the former, calls it Mtskheta Cross), it could not
have lallen to Shushanik’s hands; and if she would have possessed it, this fact (as well as well
as embodiment of the Vine Cross in it) would have been reflected in the Book of Epistles.
Neither grounded seems top be identification of “Georgian crosses” mentioned in Armenian
sources with SL. Nino’s Cross or any other cross known from the Georgian literary sources and
hagiography.
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