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EW ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY

THE TREASURE OF NUMISMATIC
SAMSHVILDE

David Berikashvili

Maia Pataridze

In 2018 the expedition of Samshvilde of Georgian University was
conducting a research in the citadel of former city of Samshvilde and
Sioni section, apart from the specialists of the University of Georgia
and the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation, the Geor-
gian National Museum, Researchers from various fields of Montreal
University (Canada), Calabria (Italy) and the University of Krakov (Po-
land) were involved in it.

The archeological works conducted in Citadel turned out to be espe-
cially important. During clearing one of the trench spaces, on the level
of the floor, was detected the treasure of coins, in which are united
different size and weight 200 nominal values®. Excavations proved that
in the storage place where this treasure was found, on the level of the
floor, glazed bowls and glass vessels were also discovered in the Situ
position typical for developed middle ages. For preliminary dating of
the storage room exactly this vessel became important, which accord-
ing to parallel materials belongs to XII-XIlI cc. However, after cleansing
and conservation work of coins and thorough numismatic studies, we
will have a chance to say more about the archaeological context and
dates.

! Coins Cleaning and conservation works are underway in the primary processing laboratory of the Georgian

National Museum of Restoration-Conservation Research Institute (Conservator-Restorer N. Tavartkiladze).
Determination of their exact quantity will only be possible after completion of these works.
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COINS DISCOVERED IN 2017 IN THE
SAME STORAGE PLACES BY THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

. Copper coin, 2,86 gr. 15/14 mm, 1187 year or 1210 year, Choroni-

cone is not readable. Stamped mark, fragment of the rose-
like. Arabian Inscription: Majestic Queen, Beauty of the Country
and Faith, Tamar, daughter of George, the Messiah’s admirer.

. Copper coin, 4,78 gr. 17/16 mm, “George, |V Lasha (1210-1222

ww.), Choronicone 430 = 1210 y. Capital letters inscription:” Gior-
gi, the son of Tamar, in the name of the god forging the silver for
this choronicone (Byzantine 532year Cycle). Arabian inscription:
“the king of the kings, the beauty of the country and religion,
Giorgi, The son of Tamar, the dagger of Messiah”. Stamped mark.

. Copper coin, 3,54 gr., 22/21 mm. The coin is actually erased, we

suppose, that is likely to belong to ildegizid in texture.

. Copper coin, 4,03 g, 16/14 mm. The five-squared figure frame, in

the center is the name with initials of Giorgi “G” in capital letters.
Twisted rose — like nest fragments. Giorgi lll (1156-1184) improp-
er forging, the date is not written.
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