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As a result of the excavations conducted in 2012-2017 in the easternmost area of
the former city of Nekresi, on the right bank of the Duruju river, in the forested territory
known nowadays under the name Dolochopi (now in the Kvareli countryside), we un-
earthed large basilica of IV-V centuries. The length and width of its central, three-nave
hall (36m X 18.5m) considerably exceeds all basilica-type churches known in Georgia
until now.

In 2018 it turned out that the southern gallery of Basilica was singled out in order
to interior secular people, undoubtedly, aristocrats. One such burial (Ne 106), cut in the
westernmost part of this gallery. A young woman interred in the tomb was placed in a
“half-Christian” posture: the deceased woman lies stretched on her back, but her legs
rested almost on one side because her left leg bent at the knee, was put under her right
leg crossed. The folded right arm was placed under her back, the left arm was directed
to the west. And finall , her head was turned towards the north, 1.e., in profile. Thus, we
have to deal with the burial custom, which reminds some interim form between the pro-
longed and almost widespread burial of the dead in bent, fetal, side position throughout
the territory of Georgia (and not only) in the pre-Christian era, on the one hand, and
stretched posture, on the other hand.

The rest of the burial inventory with more or less accuracy seems to be made and
consumed in the interval between the fifth and the first half of the seventh century. There-
fore, the circumstances and timing of the burial arrangement are in full compliance with
the architectural analysis and chronological framework of the large Dolochopi basilica
functioning, obtained by us in accordance with the radiocarbon method.
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