






gzamkvlevi

baTumi  2019  batumi

gonio-afsarosi

Gonio-ApsArus

aWaris kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis saagento

Cultural Heritage Preservation agenCy of ajara

gonio-afsarosis 

arqeologiur-arqiteqturuli kompleqsi

arCHaeologiCal and arCHiteCtural                                           

site of gonio-aPsarus

guide



gonio-afsarosi

avtorebi:

SoTa mamulaZe

laSa aslaniSvili

kaxaber qamadaZe

saredaqcios jgufi:

zaur axvlediani

emzar kaxiZe

merab xalvaSi

sulxan mamulaZe

Tornike mamiseiSvili

andria rogava

Targmani: 

nino gabunia

Autors:

shota mamuladze

lasha aslanishvili

Kakhaber kamadadze 

EditorAl boArd:

Zaur akhvlediani

emzar Kakhidze

merab Khalvashi

sulkhan mamuladze

tornike mamiseishvili

andria rogava

trAnslAtEd by:

nino gabunia

isbn…

uak...



3
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Sesavali

gonio-afsarosi mdebareobs samxreT-dasavleT saqa-

rTveloSi, Woroxis  (Zv. afsarosi/akamfsisi/harpaso-

si) deltis marcxena sanaporoze, baTumis centridan 12 

km-is moSorebiT. cixe-simagre zRvasTan axlos, strate-

giulad mniSvnelovan adgilasaa agebuli. swored aq ga-

dioda trapezuntidan sebastopolisaken (Tanamedrove 

soxumi) mimavali gza. Woroxisa da aWariswylis xeobebiT 

ki  samcxe-javaxeTTan da tao-klarjeTTan.

gonio-afsarosis cixe-simagre gegmiT sworkuTxe-

dia. misi sigrZe 222 metria,  sigane-195 metri. mTeli far-

Tobi 4,75 heqtars Seadgens. cixis kedlis saerTo sig-

rZe perimetrze-900 metria, kedlebis simaRle-5 metri, 

xolo kuTxeebTan, sadac koSkebia aRmarTuli-7 metri. 

saZirkvlis siRrme 3,5 metrs aRemateba. kedlebis qvemo 

nawili didi zomis Tlili kvadrebiT aris mopirkeTebu-

li. galavnis kedlebze daSenebulia osmaluri periodis 

qongurebi. amJamad cixe moiTvlis 18 koSks, magram Tav-

dapirvelad 22 koSki hqonia. galavnis kuTxeebTan dgas 

oTxi mTavari koSki, romlebsac cixis SigniT gaaCniaT qvis 

kibe. cixe-simagres adre 4 Semosasvleli hqonia. dRes-

dReobiT dasavleT karibWis garda, yvela amoqolilia. 

cixe-simagris fasadi, romelic ganisazRvreboda mTavari 

quCisa da koSkebis ganlagebis  mixedviT, dasavleTisaken 

(e.i.zRvisken) aris  mimarTuli. zRva warmoadgenda zurg-

sac, vinaidan saSiSroebis SemTxvevaSi swored aqeTken iyo 

yvelaze uxifaTo momaragebisa da ukandasaxevi gza. aRmo-

savleTiT cixes mTebi icavdnen, CrdiloeTidan - mdinare, 

mxolod samxreTidan iyo is SedarebiT daucveli da ami-
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tomac aq yvelaze metad gamagrebulia cixis kedlebi. 

gonio-afsarosi ganlagebulia samxreT-dasavleT 

saqarTvelos im nawilSi, sadac aRmocenda brwyinvale 

TviTmyofadi kolxuri brinjaos kultura da dairwa qar-

Tuli saxelmwifoebriobis akvani. asuruli (TuqulTi-nin-

urTa II -1248-1209 ww; tiglaTfileser I-1115-1077 ww; salma-

nasar III-859-824 ww) da urartuli (menua 810-786 ww; argiSt 

I-786-765ww; sardur I I-765-735ww) wyaroebis mixedviT gvian-

brinjaos xanaSive Woroxis auzSi arsebobda pirveli qar-

Tuli saxelmwifoebrivi warmonaqmnebi: daiaeni (diauxa)( 

Zv.w. XIII-IX ss) da kulxa (Zv.w.XII-VIII ss). antikuri tradic-

iebisa da arqeologiuri monacemebis Tanaxmad, swored am 

periods ganekuTvneba afsarosis, rogorc dasaxlebuli 

punqtis warmoqmna. artemidore efeselis (Zv.w. II s), ari-

anes (ax.w. II s), prokopi kesarielis (ax.w. VI s), stefane bi-

zantielis (ax.w. VI s) da sxvaTa cnobebis mixedviT afsaro-

cixis topogegma   

ground plan of the fort
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sis saxelwodeba ukavSirdeba argonavtebis aia-kolxeTSi 

laSqrobas, maT mier aietis vaJis afsirtes mokvlas da aqve 

dakrZalvas. afsarosis saxelis warmoSobis miTologiuri 

axsnisgan  gansxvavebiT, qarTul istoriografiaSi afsaro-

sis etimologia wyliT mdidar ubans, Waobian adgils ukav-

Sirdeba, Tumca, gamoricxuli araa, rom aietis vaJis saxeli 

afsirte raRacnairad wyalTan iyos dakavSirebuli.

uaxlesi arqeologiuri monacemebis mixedviT das-

turdeba, rom pirveli samosaxloebi cixis teritoriaze 

Zv.w.VIII-VII ss gaCenila. intensiuri cxovreba grZeldeba 

klasikursa (V-IV ss) da elinistur (IV-I ss) xanaSiac. sa-

kuTriv cixis aSeneba ax.w. I saukuneSi romaelebs ukavSir-

deba. pliniusis mixedviT, cixe (kastelumi) ax.w. 77 wels 

ukve agebulia.   afsarosi ax.w. I-III ss romis aRmosavleTi 

sazRvris strategiuli, politikuri, ekonomikuri da 

kulturuli centri iyo. aq idga 5 damxmare kohorta (daax-

peutingeris ruka

tabula Peutingeriana
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loebiT 1200-1500 kaci). afsarosi aramarto Zlieri samx-

edro baza iyo, aramed mniSvnelovani saqalaqo punqtic. 

ax.w. VI s avtori prokopi kesarieli aRniSnavda: ,,es qalaqi 

Zvelad mravalricxovani yofila, mas garSemo uvlida 

mravali kedeli da Semkuli iyo TeatriT da hopodromiT 

da mravali sxvac hqonda, rac Cveulebriv qalaqis sidids 

momaswavebelia“. 

zogierTi wyaros mixedviT (epifane kviproseli, dor-

oTeos tvireli, sofroni da sxva) afsarosSi dakrZalulia 

qristes erT-erTi mociquli mataTa.   VI s 40-iani wlebidan 

afsarosSi bizantielebi gamagrdnen. X s es cixe akamfsis 

saxeliTaa cnobili. XII s mkvidrdeba am punqtis axali saxe-

li gonia. 1547-1878 ww aq osmalTa mniSvnelovani garnizoni 

dgas. 

cixis istoriiT Tavdapirvelad henrix Slimani, niko 

mari da Teodor uspenski dainteresdnen. Zeglze arqeolo-

giuri gaTxrebi gasuli saukunis 60-iani wlebidan daiwyo. 

samecniero-kvleviTma muSaobam sistemuri xasiaTi 1994 

wlis Semdeg SeiZina, rodesac Seiqmna muzeum-nakrZali 

da mudmivmoqmedi arqeologiuri eqspedicia. cixis teri-

toriaze yovelwliurad ucxoel samecniero centrebTan 

erTad (ienis, varSavisa da feraras universitetebi)  xor-

cieldeba farTomasStabiani kvleva-Zieba.

gaTxrebis Sedegad aRmoCnda sazogadoebrivi dan-

iSnulebis monumenturi nagebobani: principia, preto-

riumi, yazarmebi, Termebi; sameurneo-saxelosni ubnebi, 

wyalgayvanilobisa da sakanalizacio sistemebi; mraval-

ferovani nivTieri masala: keramika, minis, brinjaos, oqro-

sa da vercxlis nawarmi, monetebi da a.S. gansakuTrebiT aR-

saniSnavia gonios ganZi, romelSic saiuveliro xelovnebis 

maRalmxatvruli nimuSebia warmodgenili.
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introduCtion

Gonio-Apsarus is situated in the south-west of Georgia, on the 

left bank of the mouth of the Chorokhi river (former Apsaros/Akamp-

sis/Harpasos), at a distance of 12 km from the center of batumi. the 

fortress is built on a strategically important location near the sea. it 

was here that the road leading from trapesund to sebastopol (present 

sokhumi) ran through, while that running to samtskhe-Javakheti and 

tao-Klarjeti went through the Chorokhi and Ajaristskali gorges. 

Gonio-Apsarus Fortress has rectangular plan. it is 222 meters 

long and 195 meters wide. it covers the area of 4.75 ha. total length of 

the fortress wall along the perimeter is 900 meters, height – 5 meters, 

while at the corners, where the towers are erected – it is 7 meters high. 

the depth of the foundation exceeds 3.5 meters. the lower part of the 

walls is faced with big size hewn blocks. the massive walls are sur-

mounted by battlements of the ottoman period. Currently the fortress 

has 18 towers, but originally it had 22. Four major towers which can 

be ascended with stone stairs arranged inside the fortress stand in the 

cixis xedi  view on the fort
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corners of the wall. the fortress used to have four entrances; however, 

presently all except for the western gate are blocked up. the façade of 

the fortress, which was rendered according to the arrangement of the 

main street and the towers, is directed westwards (i. e. to the sea). the 

sea also served as a protection, because, in case of danger it was the 

safest way to deliver supplies as well as to retreat. the mountains were 

natural protection of the fortress on the east, the river – on the north; 

however, it was comparatively unprotected on the south, which is why 

the walls are most fortified here. 
Gonio-Apsarus is situated in the part of Georgia where the splen-

did, indigenous bronze culture of Colchis originated and where Geor-

gia’s statehood began. According to Assyrian (tukulti-ninurta ii – 

1248-1209 bC; tiglath-Pileser i – 1115-1077 bC; shalmaneser iii 

– 859-824 bC) and urartuan (Menua 810-786 bC; Argisht i – 786-

765 bC; sarduri ii – 765-735 bC) sources, early Georgian state for-

mations existed in the Chorokhi basin as early as the late bronze Age. 

they were daiaeni (diaukha) (13th -9th cc bC) and Kulkha (12th 

-8th cc bC). based on Classical traditions and archaeological data, 

it is this period that emergence of Apsaros as a settlement belongs 

to. According to the accounts of Artemidorus of Ephesius (2nd cbC). 

cixis xedi  view on the fort
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Arrian (2nd c Ad), Procopius of Caesarea (6th c Ad), stephanus of 

byzantium (6th c Ad) and so on, the name of Apsaros is associated 

with the Argonauts’ campaign in Aia-Colchis, with murdering of Ap-

sirte, son of Aeetes by them and burying him on the location. unlike 

the mythological explanation of the origins of the name Apsaros, in 

Georgian historiography the etymology of Apsaros is related to a place 

rich in water, a swampy area; however, it is presumable that the name 

of Aeetes’ son – Apsirte – could be, in some ways, connected to water.

The latest archaeological data prove that the first settlements on 
the territory of the fortress emerged in the 8th -7th cc bC. intensive 

habitation continues here through the Classical (5th -4th cc bC) and 

Hellenistic (4th -1st cc Ad) periods. Construction of the fortress is 

connected to the Romans in the first century AD. According to Pliny, 
the castle (castellum) had already been built by 77 Ad. Apsaros was 

the strategic, political, economic and cultural center of the eastern 

boundary of rome in the 1st -3rd cc Ad. Five auxiliary cohorts (ap-

proximately 1,200-1,500 men) were stationed here. not only was 

Apsaros a strong military base, but it was an important urban point 

as well. Procopius of Caesarea, author of the sixth century Ad, noted: 

“the city used to be populous in old times. it was surrounded by many 

cixis xedi  view on the fort
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walls and had a theatre and a hippodrome, as well as other facilities 

that are typical of big towns”.

According to some sources (Epiphan of Cyprus, dorotheus of 

tyre, sophron, etc.), Matthias, one of the Apostles of Christ, is bur-

ied in Apsaros. From the 540s the byzantines occupied Apsaros. in 

the tenth century the fortress is referred to as Akamps. in the twelfth 

century a new name – Gonia – gets established. in 1547-1878 a major 

ottoman garrison is camped here.

Heinrich schliemann, nicholas Marr and Fyodor uspensky were 

the first to become interested in the history of the fortress. Archaeolog-

ical excavations of the site began in the 1960s. Scientific and research 
work became regular following 1994, when the museum-reserve and 

a permanent archaeological expedition were set up. large-scale inves-

tigations are carried out on the territory of the fortress in cooperation 

with foreign scientific centers (universities of Jena, Warsaw and Fer-
rara). 

Excavations revealed monumental constructions of public func-

tion: principia, praetorium, barracks, thermae; market and artisans’ 

districts, water and sewerage systems; diverse artifacts: pottery, glass, 

bronze, gold and silver objects, coins, etc. Particularly remarkable is 

Gonio treasure which comprises highly artistic samples of jeweler’s art. 

saqarTvelos ruka map of georgia
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romis imperia da gonio-afsarosis cixe  

cixis arqeologiuri ubnebi

roman empire and gonio-apsarus fort

archaeological section of gonio-apsarus fort

1

5

2

43

6

7



12

gonio-afsarosi

cixis centraluri monakveTi 

ubani # 1

afsarosis cixis centralur nawilSi (SWI da Xi se-

qtorebi) gamovlenilia ori sxvadasxva daniSnulebis nage-

bobaTa naSTebi:

1. principia (sigrZe-28 m, sigane-24 m). gamagrebulia 

pilonebiTa da damcavi kedlebiT. etyoba rekonstruqci-

is kvali. gamoiyofa wiTeli feris hidravlikuri xsnariT 

momzadebuli iatakis mqone saTavsebi, derefnebi, wyalmo-

maragebis sistema. aRmoCenili masalis mixedviT (monetebi, 

minis WurWeli, keramika) nageboba ax.w. I s meore naxevarsa 

da III s pirvel naxevarSi funqcionirebda.

2. kvadrebiT SemosazRvruli nageboba (sigrZe-15 m, 

sigane-11 m). stili (oTxive mxridan Ria), aRmoCenili qvis 

bazebi da brinjaos qandakebis naSTebi mis sakulto dan-

iSnulebaze miuTiTebs. nageboba ax.w. II saukuniT TariRdeba.

cixis centraluri monakveTi  

Central part of the fort
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Central Part of tHe fortres

seCtion n 1

remains of constructions of two different functions have been 

revealed in the central part (sectors SWI and XI) of the fortress of 
Apsaros: 

1. Principia (length – 28 m, width – 24m) is reinforced by pylons 

and protective walls. it bears traces of reconstruction. it comprises 

chambers with floors made with red hydraulic binder, corridors, wa-

ter supply system. According to the discovered material, the structure 

operated in the second half of the first century and the first half of the 
third century Ad. 

2. The structure confined with blocks (length – 15 m, width – 
11m). the style (open on all four sides), the revealed stone bases and 

remains of a bronze statue point to its religious function. the structure 

dates to the second century Ad.

cixis centraluri monakveTi  

Central part of the fort
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abanoebi

ubani # 2

afsorosis teritoriaze funqcionirebda abanoebi 

(Termebi). aRmoCnda ori abano. momcro abano saqvabisa da 

cxeli ganyofilebisgan Sedgeboda. monumenturi Terma 

mecixovneTaTvis iyo gankuTvnili. mis samxreT nawilSi 

saqvabe iyo mowyobili. wyvili gvirabiT saqvabe ukavSirde-

boda cxel abanos, romlis iataki da kedlebi haeris cxeli 

nakadiT Tbeboda. cxeli abano ukavSirdeboda organyo-

filebian Tbil abanos (tepidariums). amave kompleqsSi Se-

dioda civi abano (frigidariumi) abazanebiT da mosacdel-

iT (apoditeriumi). romauli Termis nangrevebze osmalebs 

aRmosavluri tipis abano dauSenebiaT.

abanos xedi
view on the baths
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batHs

seCtion n 2

baths (thermae) operated on the premises of Apsaros. two of 

these have been discovered. the minor one consisted of a boiler-room 

and a hot compartment. the major bath was designated for guards. 

there was a boiler-room arranged in its southern part. the latter was 

connected to the hot bathroom by means of two tunnels. The floor 
and the walls of the bath were heated by hot current of air. the hot 

bathroom was linked to the two-department warm bathroom (tepidar-

ium). the complex included a cold pool (frigidarium) with tubs and a 

lounge (apodyterium). A bath of oriental type was built over the ruins 

of the roman thermae.

didi da mcire abanos gegma

ground plan of the baths
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samxreTi karibWe 

ubani # 3

samxreT karibWesTan aRmoCnda romauli epoqis (II-III 

ss) yazarmis naSTebi. saZirkveli amoyvanili yofila kar-

gad damuSavebuli didi zomis qvebiT. zeda nawili xiT iyo 

nagebi da gadaxuruli yofila kramitiT. Senobas hqonda 

iatakqveSa gaTboba. aRmosavleTidan da CrdiloeTidan 

3 metris sifarTis  galerea miuyveboda. nagebobis samx-

reT-dasavleT nawilSi aRmoCnda maranic. yazarmas hqonda 

xis kolonebi, romlebic qvis bazebs eyrdnoboda. 

yazarmis siaxloves aRmoCnda romauli (I-III ss), bizan-

tiuri (VI-VII ss) da osmaluri (XVI-XIX ss) epoqis wyalgay-

vanilobis da kanalizaciis sistemebi.

yazarmis naSTebi 

 remains of barrack blocks
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soutHern gate

seCtion n 3

remnants of a barrack of the roman period (2nd -3rd cc) were 

uncovered near the southern gate. the foundation was built with 

well-treated big-size stones. the upper part was made from wood 

and covered with tiles. The structure was equipped with an underfloor 
heating system. A three-meter wide gallery ran along the east and north 

sides. A wine cellar was also discovered in the south-western part of 

the structure. the barrack had wooden columns rested on stone bases.

Water supply and sewerage systems of Roman (1st-3rd cc), Byz-

antine (6th -7th cc) and ottoman (16th -19th cc) periods were discov-

ered near the barrack.

yazarmis naSTebi 

 remains of barrack blocks
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samxreT-dasavleTi monakveTi 

ubani # 4

romaul xanaSi cixis samxreT-dasavleTi monakveTi, 
rogorc Cans erTgvar sameurneo-saxelosno ubans war-
moadgenda. mikvleulia 30-mde qvis xelwisqvili, amfore-
bis gamosawvavi qurisa da warmoebis naSTebi, romauli 
epoqis vercxlis monetebis ganZi, bavSvis samarxSi Cayole-
buli oqros, vercxlis, brinjaos nakeTobani da a.S.

romauli xanis 
(I-III ss) kulturul 
fenaSi dasturdeba 
ramodenime saamSen-
eblo periodi Sesa-
bamisi nagebobebiTa 
da arqeologiuri ma-
salebiT. aqve warmod-
genilia bizantiuri 
(VI-VII ss) da osmaluri 
(XVI-XIX ss) epoqebis 
kulturuli fenebi.

cixis samxreT-dasavleT monakveTi 

south-western part of the fort

keramikuli qura-saxelosnos naSTebi 

remains of pottery workshop
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soutH-Western Part

seCtion n 4

cixis samxreT-dasavleTi 
monakveTis gare teritoriis 
nagebobaTa naSTebi 

building remains outside the south-western part of the fort

cixis samxreT-dasavleTi monakveTis gaTxrebis saerTo xedi. 
stratigrafia

general view on the excavations of the south-western part of the fort. stratigraphy

in the roman period, the 

south-western part of the fortress was 

apparently a production and artisans’ 

district. Excavations revealed nearly 

30 stone hand-mills, remains of the 

kilns for firing amphorae and produc-

tion waste, a hoard of roman period 

silver coins, gold, silver and bronze 

objects placed in a child’s grave, etc.

the cultural layer of the roman 

epoch (1st -3rd cc) documents sever-

al construction periods with relevant 

structures and archaeological materi-

al. the site displays cultural layers of 

byzantine (6th -7th cc) and ottoman 

(16th -19th cc) epochs as well.
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ubani # 5

am ubanze gamovlenilia sxvadasxva periodis arqeolo-

giuri Zeglebi. zeda fena XVII-XIX ss-iT TariRdeba da mie-

kuTvneba islamuri salocavi kompleqsis Semadgeneli 

nawilebi: wylis Sadrevani ganbanvis ritualisaTvis, Wa, wy-

algayvanilobis naSTi da riyis qviT mopirkeTebuli moed-

nis fragmentebi. qveda qronologiuri periodis - gvian 

romauli-adreSuasaukuneebis xanis nagebobisgan SemorCe-

nilia samxreT-nawilSi derefniT aRWurvili marTkuTxa 

dagegmarebis nagebobis saZirkvlis naSTebi. igi gadax-

uruli iyo kramitiT. nagebobis SigniT gamovlenilia ori 

Tonis naSTi. amave ubanze ikveTeba romauli cixesimagree-

bisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli centraluri gzis fragmenti 

erTrigiani fleTili qvis bordiuris saxiT. 

romauli da osmaluri periodis nagebobaTa naSTebi 

remains of roman and ottoman buildings



21

gonio-aPsarus

seCtion n 5  

the section yielded archaeological monuments of various peri-

ods. the upper layer dates to the 17th -19th cc and comprises the con-

stituent parts of the complex of islamic worship: a water fountain for 

the ritual purification, a well, and remains of a water supply system, 
and fragments of a square paved with cobblestone. out of the struc-

ture of the lower chronological period – late roman-early medieval 

periods - only the ruins of the foundation of a rectangular building 

equipped with a corridor in the southern part have survived. it had 

a tile revetment. remains of two baking ovens have been revealed 

inside the building. the same section includes a fragment of the cen-

tral road typical of roman fortresses. it has been preserved as a curb 

formed by a single row of ripped stone.

romauli da osmaluri periodis nagebobaTa naSTebi 

remains of roman and ottoman buildings
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cixis samxreT-aRmosavleTi                                                  

monakveTi 

ubani # 6 

am ubanze gaTxrebis dros sxvadasxva monakveTSi 

dafiqsirda osmaluri (XVI-XIX ss), adrebizantiuri (VI-VII 

ss) da romauli (I-III ss) kulturuli fenebi.  romaul fena-

Si gamoikveTa ori saanSeneblo periodi. dasturdeba, rom 

romaelebs aq I saukuneSi auSenebiaT yazarmisaTvis gan-

kuTvnili nageboba. igi mogvianebiT II s-is meore naxevar-

Si gadamwvara. aqve teritoriis mozvinvisa da nivilire-

bis Semdeg II s-is meore naxevarSive ori mozrdili yazarma 

gaumarTavT.  orive nagebobis saZirkvlebi qvisaa, zeda 

nawili xis unda yofiliyo. Senobebi gadaxuruli yofila 

kramitiT. 

yazarmebis naSTebi  

remains of the barrack blocks
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soutH-eastern Part of tHe fortress

seCtion n 6 

ottoman (16th -19th), 

early byzantine (6th -7th cc) 

and roman (1st-3rd) cultural 

layers were recorded in var-

ious sections during the ex-

cavations of this area. two 

construction periods were 

identified in the Roman lay-

er. it is documented that the 

romans had a structure built 

specially for a barrack here in 

the 1st century. it burnt down 

later, in the second half of the 2nd century. shortly after embanking 

and leveling the area, two big size barracks were arranged. bases of 

both structures are made of stone, while the upper part must have been 

made of wood. they were both covered with tiles.

remains of the barrack blocks

yazarmebis naSTebi   

remains of the barrack blocks

yazarmebis naSTebi   
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ubani # 7 

am ubanze aRmoCenilia romauli epoqis monumenturi nage-
bobis naSTebi. mis mSeneblobaSi dadasturebulia sami sam-
Seneblo periodi. pirveli imperator neronis mmarTvelobis 

droindelia da yvelaze 
adreulia. mas miekuTvne-
ba beRelis naSTebi. meo-
re imperator traianes 
mmarTvelobis periodiT 
TariRdeba. mas miekuTvne-
ba mozaikiani abano da misi 
Semadgeneli kompleqsis 
nawilebi: frigidariumi, 
apoditeriumi, preforni-
umi da a.S.

mSeneblobis mesa-
me periodi imperator 
adrianes mmarTvelobis 
periodiT TariRdeba. am 
periodSi gadaukeTebiaT 
abano  da augiaT meTau-
ris  sacxovrebeli saxli 
- pretoriumi. 

pretoriumis naSTebi 

mozaikiani iataki mosaic floor

abanos naSTebi remains of the baths

remains of the headquarters building (praetorium) 
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seCtion n 7

this district preserves remains of a monumental construction of 

the roman period. three construction periods are evidenced in the 

building. The first is the earliest and dates to the period of Nero’s 
reign. the second belongs to the times of trajan and includes the bath 

with mosaics and the constituent parts of the complex: frigidarium, 

apodyterium, prefornium and so on. 

the third construction period is dated to the reign of Adrian. it 

was then that the bath was altered and the praetorium – general’s tent 

– was built.

pretoriumis naSTebi mozaikiani iatakiT  

Remains of the headquarters building (praetorium) with mosaic floor
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mataTa mociqulis simboluri saflavi  

zogierTi wyaros mixedviT (epifane kviproseli, doro-

Teos tvireli, sofroni) afsarosSi dakrZalulia qristes 

erT-erTi mociquli mataTa.   qarTuli da uxouri werilo-

biTi wyaroebis mixedviT mataTa mociquli andria pirvel-

wodebulTan da svimeon kananelTan erTad saqarTveloSic 

imyofeboda. 

wmida mataTas micvalebis Sesaxeb ramodenime gad-

mocema arsebobs: erTis mixedviT, igi aWaraSi aResrula 

mowameobrivad; meore 

gadmocemiT ki ieru-

salimis maxloblad.

symboliC grave of  

aPostle mattHias

According to some 

sources (Epiphan of Cy-

prus, dorotheus of tyre, 

sophron), Matthias, one of 

Christ’s apostles, is buried 

in Apsaros. some Georgian 

and foreign written sourc-

es report that Matthias had 

visited Georgia togeth-

er with Andrew the First 

Called and simon the Ca-

naanite.

there are several oral traditions about the death of saint Matthias: 

one tradition holds that he departed this life in Ajara, while according 

to the other - he died near Jerusalem.
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gonio-afsarosis muzeumis                                                  

Sida eqspozicia

muzeumis Sida sivrceSi ZiriTadad Tavmoyrilia da 

eqsponirebulia is masala, romelic wlebis ganmavlobaSi 

arqeologiuri gaTxrebisa Tu SemTxveviTi aRmoCenebis 

gziT mopovebulia gonio-afsarossa da mis SemogarenSi.

eqspoziciis dasawyisSi arsebul banerebze datanil-

ia cixisa Tu gaTxrebis amsaxveli sailustracio masalebi 

da amonaridebi Zveli berZeni da romaeli avtorebis naS-

romebidan, romelic gonio-afsaross exeba.  aqvea ax.w. IV 

s geografosis kastoriusis ruka (tabula Peutingeriana), ro-

melzec afsarosis saxeli da cixis sqematuri gamosaxule-

baa datanili. aqvea warmodgenili qristianobis  saqarT-

velosa da kerZod afsarosSi pirvelmqadageblTa Sesaxeb 

ucxour-qarTul werilobiT wyaroebSi daculi cnobebi 

da sailustracio masalebic. 

saeqspozicio darbazSi calkeuli epoqebis mixedviT 

ZiriTadad  warmodgenilia Semdegi saxis masalebi: 
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tHe exHibition of gonio-aPsarus museum  

the material that has been received through archaeological exca-

vations and accidental discoveries in Gonio-Apsarus and its environs 

is mainly gathered and exhibited in the interior of the museum.

the banners at the beginning of the exposition display the ma-

terial illustrating the fortress and the excavations, as well as extracts 

from the works by 

ancient Greek and 

roman authors that 

refer to Gonio-Apsa-

rus. Here is the map 

(tabula Peutingeriana) 

drawn by Castorius, 

roman geographer of 

the 4th century, which 

marks the name Apsa-

ros and a schematic 

image of the fortress. 

the banner also shows 

accounts and illustra-

tive materials about 

the first preachers of 
Christianity in Geor-

gia and, specifically, 
in Ajara, provided in 

foreign and Georgian 

written sources. 

the exhibition hall 

presents the following 

type of materials ac-

cording to epochs:
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gvianbrinjao-adrerkinis xana 

(Zv.w. II aTaswleulis II naxevari - I aTaswleulis 

I naxevari)

gvianbrinjao-adrerkinis periodi kolxuri kul-

turis ayvavebis xanaa. arqeologiuri aRmoCenebi cxady-

ofs, rom samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelo, Woroxis auzi, 

warmoadgenda maRalganviTarebuli kolxuri kulturis 

uZveles keras. aq Camoyalibda am kulturisaTvis damax-

asiaTebeli sameurneo da sabrZolo iaraRis yvela tipi 

(brinjaos culi, waldi, Toxi, namgali, segmenturi iaraRi 

da a.S.) misTvis damaxasiaTebeli saxeobebiT. amave peri-

odSi istoriuli kolxeTi rkinis  metalurgiis erT-erT  

uZveles centrs waramoadgenda. goniosa da mis Semogaren-

Si (Warnali, axalsofeli, avgia, kvariaTi da sxv.) rkinis 

gamosadnobi saxelosno ubnebis aRmoCeniT dasturdeba, 

rom Zv.w. II aTaswleulis bolodan aq arsebobda msofli-

oSi  erT-erTi uZvelesi rkinis warmoebis kera. aqve war-

modgenilia gonios cixis teritoriaze Zv.w. VIII-VII sauku-

neebiT daTariRebuli diunuri dasaxlebebis sakulto 

daniSnulebis keramikac. 

brinjaos 
culebi 

bronze axes 
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late bronZe – early iron ages  

(seCond Half of ii millennium – first Half of i 

millennium)

late bronze – early iron period is the age of revival of Colchian 

culture. Archaeological excavations prove that south-western Geor-

gia, the Chorokhi river basin was the ancient center of advanced 

Colchian culture. it was here that all types of household tools and 

weapons typical of this culture emerged (bronze axe, bill-hook, hoe, 

sickle, segment-shaped too l, etc.). in the same period historical Col-

chis was one of the earliest centers of iron metallurgy. the discovery 

of the workshop districts where iron was smelted on the territory of 

Gonio and its environs (Charnali, Akhalsopeli, Avgia, Kvariati and so 

on) evidence that from the late ii millennium bC here existed one of 

the ancient centers of iron production in the world. the exhibition also 

shows pottery of religious function dated to the 8th -7th cc bC from 

dune settlements on the territory of Gonio Fortress.

brinjaos culebi 

brinjaos iaraERebi

bronze axes 

bronze tools
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rkinis qura-saxelosno (rekonstruqcia) 

iron workshop (reconstruction)
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rkinis qura saxelosnos saqSeni milebi da widebi (Zv.w.XIII-XI ss)

blowpipes and slags from the iron workshop (13th-11th centuries bC)
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Tixis sadgrebi (Zv.w. VIII-VII ss) 

Clay stands (8th-7th centuries bC)

sasmisi  (Zv.w. VIII-VII ss) 

drinking vessel (8th-7th centuries bC)

koWobi (Zv.w. VIII-VII ss) 

Pot (8th – 7th centuries. bC)
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brinjaos ganZi (Zv.w. VIII-VII ss)  

bronze hoard (8th – 7th centuries bC)
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klasikuri da elinisturi xana

(Zv.w. V-I  ss)

kolxeTis samefos sazRvrebi Zv.w. V saukunis dasawy-

isidan md. afsarosamde (md. Woroxi) aRwevda.  swored am 

periodSi Cndeba afsarosSi 

axali kolxuri samosaxlo 

da Tanadrouli samaro-

vani. aRmoCenilia am perio-

dis  arqeologiuri masala: 

sxvadasxva formis doqebi, 

vercxlis sxivana sayure, 

brinjaos samajurebi, giS-

ris, qarvis, minisebri pas-

tis mZivebi da a.S. 

cixis Sida da mimdebare 

teritoriaze cxovreba 

grZeldeba Zv.w. IV s dasas-

keramikuli nakeTobani (Zv.w.V s) 
Ceramic artefacts (5th century bC)

xelada (Zv.w. V s) 

 jug (5th century bC)
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rulsa da Zv.w. III s-Si. gamovlenilia am periodis  samarxebi 

mdidari arqeologiuri masalebiT: kolxuri da sinopuri 

amforebi, dergebi, Savpriala Tixis doqi, makedoniis me-

fis antigona gonatas (Zv.w. 277-239 ww) saxeliT moWrili 

moneta da sxv.

yurmiliani doqi 
(Zv.w. V s) 

tubular-handled jar 

(5th century bC)

doqi (Zv.w. IV-III ss) 

jar (4th-3rd centuries bC)

kolxuri amfora 
(Zv.w. IV-III ss) 

Colchian amphora 

(4th-3rd centuries bC)
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ClassiCal and HellenistiC Periods

 (5tH -1st CC bC)

From the early fifth century BC borders of the kingdom of Colchis 
reached river Apsaros (r. Chorokhi). it was then that a new Colchian 

settlement and its contemporary 

cemetery emerged in Apsaros. they 

discovered archaeological material 

of this period: jugs of various shapes, 

a silver earring with radials, bronze 

bracelets, jet, amber, glass-like paste 

beads and so on.

Habitation continues inside 

the fortress and on the adjacent 

land through the late fourth 

and the third centuries bC. 

burials of this period with 

abundant archaeological 

material have been revealed: 

Colchian and sinopian am-

phorae, large jars, a black-pol-

ished clay jug, a coin minted 

under King Antigonos Gonatas of 

Macedon (277-239 bC), etc. 

 doqi (Zv.w. IV-III) 

 jar (4th-3rd centuries bC)
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romaul xana

(ax.w. I-III ss)

afsarosi ax.w.  I-III ss-Si moqmedi cixea, rac werilobiT 

wyaroebTan erTad arqeologiuri monacemebis mixedviTac 

dasturdeba.  

roman Period

 (1st -3rd cc ad)

in the 1st -3rd cc Ad Apsaros is an active fortress which is con-

firmed both by written sources and archaeological data.

amforebi. maTSi saxeobrivad War-

bobs Semotanili nakeTobani. raodeno-

brivi TvalsazrisiT ki wamyvania adg-

ilobrivi nawarmi. axali aRmoCenebis 

mixedviT calke gamoiyofa TviT go-

nio-afsarosSi warmoebuli produq-

ciac. adgilobrivi warmoebis Sesaxeb 

udavod mravlis mTqmelia afsarosSi 

aRmoCenili qura-saxelosno, romelic 

ax.w. II s-is dasasrulsa da III s-is dasawy-

isSi funqcionirebda. aq ZiriTadad yel-

wiboian da SedarebiT mcire zomis yavis-

ferkecian amforebs amzadebdnen.

dReisaTvis afsarosis masalebSi ga-

moiyofa romauli periodis amforebis 

20-mde tipi. dasturdeba, rom cixe-qa-

laqis cxovrebis pirvel etapze, ax.w. I 

s miwurulsa da II s-is dasawyisisaTvis 

kolxuri amfora (ax.w. II-III ss) 

Colchian amphora (2st-3rd centuries ad)
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wamyvania importuli kera-

mikuli tara; esaa italiku-

ri, kosuri da rodosuli 

amforebi, rac aRmosavleT 

SavizRvispireTisaTvis iS-

viaTobas warmoadgens. ax.w. 

II saukunis Sua xanebidan md-

gomareoba arsebiTad icv-

leba. wamyvani xdeba samxreT 

SavizRvispireTSi damza-

debuli amforebi. rogorc 

Cans, afsarosSi ganlagebu-

li romaelTa jarebis mo-

maragebis saqmeSi mTavar 

rols ukve samxreTi Saviz-

RvispireTi, kerZod sinope, 

amiso, trapezunti da herak-

lea asrulebda.

romauli  
amforebi
(ax.w. I-III ss) 

roman 

amphorae     

(1st-3rd centuries ad)
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amphorae. imported items dominate in terms of types, while 

local products prevail in number. Given the latest discoveries, the 

products manufactured in Gonio-Apsarus can be separated. the 

kiln-workshop discovered in Apsaros speaks about local production. 

it operated in the late 2nd  and early 3rd cc Ad. Here they mainly 

produced amphorae with a ribbed neck and smaller size ones with 

brown fabric. 

Presently, up to 20 types of roman period amphorae can be iden-

tified in the material from Apsaros. It is evidenced that on the first 
stage of life in the fortified city, in the late 1st - early 2nd cc AD, it is 
imported ceramic vessels that dominate. they are the amphorae from 

romauli  amforebi (ax.w. I-III ss) 

roman  amphorae  (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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italy, Kos and rhodes, which is quite rare to the east-

ern coast of the black sea. the situation 

changes dramatically from the mid sec-

ond century Ad – amphorae produced 

on the southern coast of the black 

sea become dominant. Appar-

ently, at the time, southern coast 

of the Black Sea, specifically, 
sinop, Amisos, trapesund and 

Heraclea played the main role in 

supplying the roman army en-

camped in Apsaros.
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damRebi/garnizonebi. ax.w.134 wls imperator adri-

anes (117-138 ww) davalebiT aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTSi 

imogzaura da Tavis `periplusSi“ iq arsebuli mgomareoba 

aRwera kapadokiis mmarTvelma flavius arianem. ariane ix-

seniebs afsarosSi mdgar xuT kohortas. afsarosis romau-

li garnizonis Sesaxeb cnobebs gvawvdian saxva wyaroebic. 

magaliTad italiaSi, nolas maxloblad, abelaSi aRmoCeni-

li warweris mixedviT markus pretorius keleri, romelic 

traianem dajildova parTiis omSi (113-117 ww) monawileo-

bisaTvis, erT dros asrulebda romaelTa im sana- p -

iro jarebis meTauris movaleobas, 

romlebic dabanake-

bulni iyvnen afsar-

Si. mniSvnelovania, 

agreTve egvipteSi, 

kerZod, faiumSi aRmo-

Cenili II  saukuniT da-

TariRebuli papirusis 

fragmenti, romelic af-

sarosis veteranis mieraa 

romauli  damRebi 
roman stamps
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dawerili.  aq moxseniebulia afsarosSi mdgari klavdiu-

sis saxelobis II kohortis veterani marciali. werilobiTi 

wyaroebisa da aRmoCenili warwerebis mixedviT dastur-

deba, rom afsarosSi idga Semdegi dasaxelebis romauli 

kohortebi: abelas warweraSi moxseniebuli damxmare sa-

guSago razmebi, e.w. `numer“-ebi, imperator klavdisusis 

saxelobis II damxmare kohorta - Cohors ii Claudiana, moisar-

Ta kohorta - `sagittarius~,  Cohors milliaria da `romis moqalaqis“ 

– Civium Romanorum statusis mqone jariskacebiT dakom-

pleqtebuli  imperator avreliusis saxelobis damxmare 

kohorta. 

 arsebuli monacemebi safuZvels gvaZlevs vifiqroT, 

rom arianes `Periplus“-Si dasaxelebuli afsarosSi mdgari 

xuTi kohorta damxmare kohortebia da ara legionuri. ase, 

rom afsarosSi daaxloebiT 1200-1500 legioneri idga.  



44

gonio-afsarosi

stamped marks/garrisons. in 134 Ad Flavius Arrian, ruler 

of Cappadocia, was commissioned by Emperor Adrian (117-138) to 

travel to the eastern coast of the black sea. He provided a descriptive 

account of the situation there in his ‘Periplus’. Arrian mentions five 
cohorts stationed in Apsaros. Accounts about the roman garrison of 

Apsaros are reported in other sources too. For instance, according to 

the inscription discovered in Avella, near nolla, italy, Marcus Praeto-

rius Keller, who was awarded by trajan for participation in the war 

against Parthia (113-117), was once in charge of the coastal troops 

encamped in Apsar. it is remarkable that a fragment of the papyrus 
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romauli  damRebi 

roman stamps

of the second century which was 

discovered in Faiyum, Egypt, 

is written by a veteran of 

Apsaros. it mentions Mar-

cial, veteran of Claudius 

cohort ii stationed in Apsa-

ros. Written sources and the 
revealed inscriptions evidence 

that the following roman cohorts were stationed in Apsaros: auxil-

iary units of guards, so called ‘numer’-s mentioned in the inscription 

from Avella; Cohors ii Claudiana; sigittarius; Cohors millitaria and 

the auxiliary one of Emperor Aurelius made up of the soldiers with the 

status of Civicum romanorum.

The available data allow us to presume that the five cohorts sta-

tioned in Apsaros, named in ‘Periplus’ by Arrian, were auxiliary co-

horts rather than legionary ones. therefore, the number of legionaries 

standing in Apsaros amounted to 1200-1500. 
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wiTellakiani keramika. bolo periodis mopovebul 

arqeologiur masalaSi aseve gamorCeuli adgili ukavia 

wiTellakian keramikas. aqac mcire raodenobiT gvxvdeba 

ax.w. I saukunis kulturul fenebSi aRmoCenili dasavleT 

xmelTaSuazRvispireTis sawarmoo centrSi damzadebuli 

wiTellakiani keramikis nimuSebi . am tipis keramika ital-

ikuri nawarmis tipSia gaerTianebuli da ax.w. I saukuniT 

TariRdeba . amave epoqis kulturul fenaSi aRmoCnda kidev 

erTi fragmenti, romelic centraluri galiis nimuSebs 

emsgavseba da farTod Cans gavrcelebuli evropul nawil-

Si. afsarosSi aseve gvxvdeba wiTelllakiani keramikis per-

gamuli warmoSobis adreuli nimuSebic, romlebic aseve 

ax.w. I s-iT TariRdebian. aqauri nawarmi ax.w. I s-is meore 

naxevridan TandaTanobiT matulobs da II-III ss kulturul 

fenebSi kidev ufro farTo asortimentiTaa warmodgeni-

li. maTze dayrdnobiT SeiZleba iTqvas, rom aRmosavleT 

SavizRvispireTs saukuneebis manZilze mWidro politiku-

ri da savaWro-ekonomikuri urTierTobebi aqvs rogorc 

dasavleT, ise aRmosavleT xmelTaSuazRvispireTTan. gan-

sakuTrebiT ki samxreT SavizRvispireTTan.

wiTellakiani keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

terra sigillata (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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red-varnished pottery 

(terra sigillata). red-var-

nished pottery occupies an 

outstanding place among the 

archaeological material recov-

ered in recent years. the sam-

ples made in production centers 

of the western coast of the Med-

iterranean and discovered in the 

cultural layers of the first centu-

ry Ad come in small numbers. 

this type of pottery falls in the 

group of italian production and 

dates to the first century AD. 
the cultural layer of the same 

epoch revealed one fragment which bears resemblance to the samples 

from central Gallia and seems to be widespread in Europe. Excava-

tions in Apsaros also yielded early samples of red-varnished pottery 

from Pergamon that date to the first century AD. Products from the 
latter increase in number from the second half of the first century AD 
and are exposed in the cultural layers of the 2nd -3rd cc even in a wid-

er range. based on these it can be concluded that the eastern black sea 

Coast had close political and commercial relations with both western 

and eastern Mediterranean over centuries. However, these ties were 

even closer with the southern black sea Coast.

wiTellakiani keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

terra sigillata (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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Wraqebi. garkve-

uli adgili uWi-

ravs brinjaosa 

da Tixis  Wraqebs. 

gan sakuTrebiT mni-

Svnelobisaa brinjaos 

samfexa Wraqi, romelzec amotvi-

frulia warwera C.CoH AVr C.r. warw-

eris mixedviT irkveva, rom gonioSi mdgari 

erT-erTi kohorta imperator avreliu-

sis saxelobis damxmare kohorta yofila. 

Wraqebi (ax.w. I-III ss) 

lamps (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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Wraqebis umravlesoba Tixisaa. isini, rogorc cnobilia, 

gamoiyeneboda sazogadoebrivi, sacxovrebeli Tu sxva 

nagebobebis gasanaTeblad. am saxis nawarmiT afsarosis 

romaul garnizons mcire aziis sawarmoo centrebi perga-

moni da samosi amaragebdnen. mcire raodenobiTaa mopove-

buli dasavleT evropis nawarmic. 

Wraqebi (ax.w. I-III ss) 

lamps (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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Wraqebi (ax.w. I-III ss) 

lamps (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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oil lamps. bronze and ceramic oil lamps occupy a certain place 

in the material. of special importance is a tripod bronze oil lamp 

which has an inscription C. CoH AVr C.r. engraved on it. According 

to the inscription, it becomes clear that one of the cohorts stationed at 

Gonio was an auxiliary one bearing the name of Emperor Aurelius. 

the majority of the oil lamps are ceramic. As is known, they were 

used for lighting public, residential and other kinds of buildings. the 

roman garrison of Apsaros was supplied with this kind of products 

from production centers of Asia Minor – Pergamon and samos. the 

items manufactured in Western Europe come in small numbers.

Wraqebi (ax.w. I-III ss) 

lamps (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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sxvadasxva tipis keramika. 

ganekuTvneba doqebi, koWobebi, am-

forisebri miniaturuli WurWe-

li, oinoxia, sanelsacxebleebi, 

qvabqoTnebi, qoTnebi, xufebi,  

samelneebi, sawafebi da a.S. 

mravalricxovania luTe-

riis nawarmic, romelic  Zir-

iTadad taStis movaleobas 

asrulebda. afsarosis teri-

toriaze aRmoCenil luTeriebis 

umravlesobas sinopuri nakeTobe-

bi qmnian. mcire raodenobiT gvxvde-

ba herakleuri da adgilze damza-

debuli nimuSebi.

Pottery of different types. they 

include jugs, small cooking pots, ampho-

ra-like miniature vessels, oinochoe, un-

guentaria, situlae, pots, lids, inkpots, 

sinkers, etc. 

there is a large number of luteria 

which were mainly used as basins. 

the majority of the luteria discov-

ered on the territory of Apsaros is 

production of sinop, while those 

made in Heracleion and locally are 

rather scanty.

romaeli legioneris 
qandakebis Tavi I-IIss

Head of a roman legionary 

(1st-2nd centuries ad)
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sxvadasxva saxis sada keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

various plain wares (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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sxvadasxva saxis sada keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

various plain wares (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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sxvadasxva saxis sada keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

various plain wares (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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sxvadasxva saxis sada keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

various plain wares (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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sxvadasxva saxis sada keramika (ax.w. I-III ss) 

various plain wares (1st-3rd ccenturies ad)
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minis nawarmi. go-

nio-afsarosis terito-

riaze sakmaod mraval-

ricxovani minis nawarmic 

aRmoCnda. maTi mniSvnelo-

ba gansakuTrebulia. Sei-

Zleba Tamamad iTqvas, rom 

romauli xanis minis WurW-

lis msgavsi nairsaxeoba aR-

mosavleT SavizRvispire-

Tis sxva ZeglebisaTvis 

jerjerobiT ucnobia.  

TariRdebian upiratesad 

minis nakeTobani (ax.w. I-III ss) 

glass artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)



59

gonio-aPsarus

ax.w. I-III saukuneebis sxvadasxva 

safexuriT. Cans, rom gonio-af-

sarosSi ax.w. I saukuneSi upirate-

sad gavrcelebuli iyo dasavleT 

xmelTaSuazRvispireTSi warmoe-

buli produqcia (gansakuTrebiT 

mozaikuri da vertikalurwi-

boiani minis fialebi). rac Se-

exeba ax.w. II-III saukuneebis minis 

nawarms, isini ZiriTadad xmel-

TaSuazRvispireTis sxvadasxva 

sawarmoo centrebidanaa  Semot-

anili.
minis nakeTobani 
(ax.w. I-III ss) 

glass artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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glass products. Excava-

tions carried out on the territory 

of Gonio-Apsarus revealed glass 

products in large numbers. they 

have very special importance. it 

can be claimed that no other site 

of the eastern black sea Coast 

has yielded a similar diversity 

of glass artifacts of roman peri-

od so far. they are largely dated 

to different stages of the 1st -3rd 

cc AD. It appears that in the first 
century Ad it was the products (especially mosaic and glass phialae 

with vertical ribs) manufactured in the western Mediterranean that 

were common in Gonio-Apsarus. As far as the glass objects of the 2nd 

-3rd cc Ad are concerned, they were mainly imported from various 

production centers of the Mediterranean.

fiala (ax.w. I s) 

bowl (1st century ad)
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minis nakeTobani (ax.w. I-III ss) 

glass artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)



62

gonio-afsarosi

minis nakeTobani (ax.w. I-III ss) 

glass artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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monetebi. gonio-afsarosis aRmoCenebs Soris  gan-

sakuTrebul yuradRebas iqcevs numizmatikuri Zeglebi. 

maTgan yvelaze adreulia tiberiusis saxeliT q. lugdu-

numSi (galia) moWrili denari. am zarafxanaSi moWrili 

I saukunis monetebi aRmosavleT SavizRvispireTis ro-

mauli kastelumebisaTvis TiTqmis ucnobia. unikalur 

monapovarTa Soris unda CaiTvalos iudeis mefis agripa I 

(37-44 ww) saxeliT moWrili monetis aRmoCena. gonio-afsa-

rosSi mopovebuli romauli monetebis adreul jgufebs 

Seadgens q. antioqiis monetebi. siriuli monetebis jguf-

antigona gonata (Zv.w.277-239 ww)

antigonus gonatas (277-239 bC) 

iulia domna. moWrilia ax. 210 wels 

julia domna.  210 ad
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Si unda gaerTiandes titusis saxeliT q. gadaraSi moW-

rili spilenZis moneta. es monapovari erTaderTia ara 

marto afsarosisaTvis, aramed mTeli saqarTvelosaTvis. 

qronologiurad momdevno xanisaa kapa-dokiis q.kesariaSi 

moWrili vercxlisa da spilenZis monetebi. afsarosis nu-

mizmatikur masalebSi gvaqvs denarebic. gansakuTrebul 

yuradRebas iqcevs q.trapezuntis monetebi. gonios bolo 

drois monapovrebs Soris gvaqvs gordiane III saxeliT q. sin-

opSi moWrili spilenZis monetac. afsarosSi aRmoCenili II 

saukunis monetebis umravlesoba romSia moWrili. gvxvde-

vespasiane (69-79 ww)

vespasian (69-79 ad)

iulia domna. moWrilia ax. 217 wels 

julia domna.  217 ad 
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ba kesariaSi, aRmosavleTis zarafxanaSi, trapezuntSi da 

neokesariaSi moWrili monetebic. rac Seexeba III saukunis 

monetebs, maTi umravlesoba vercxlisganaa damzadebuli. 

isini ZiriTadad moWrilia kesariaSi, romSi, trapezuntSi, 

TesalonikSi da sinopSi. II-III saukuneebis aRmoCenili nu-

mizmatikuri masalebis mixedviT Cans, rom afsarosi mcire 

aziis gavlenis sferoa  da politikur-ekonomikuri urT-

ierTobebi ZiriTadad mimarTulia kapadokiis provinciisa 

da Savi zRvis samxreT sanapiros qalaqebisaken.

karakala (ax.w. 186- 217 ww)

karakala (ax.w. 186- 217 ww)

Caracalla (186-217 ad)

Caracalla (186-217 ad)
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Coins. Among the artifacts uncovered in Gonio-Apsarus, numis-

matic ones attract special attention. the earliest of those is a denarius 

minted in the name of Tiberius in Lugdunum (Gallia). The first-centu-

ry coins made in this mint are hardly found in roman castellums of the 

eastern coast of the black sea. discovery of a coin minted in the name 

of King Agrippa i of Judea (37-44) must be considered unique. Coins 

of Antioch make up early groups of roman coins recovered at Go-

nio-Apsarus. the group of syrian coins includes the copper one mint-

ed in the name of Titus in the city of Gadara. It is the unique find not 
only in Apsaros, but throughout Georgia as well. Chronologically, it is 

followed by silver and copper coins minted in Caesarea, Cappadocia. 

the numismatic material of Apsaros includes denarii as well. note-

worthy are the coins from Trapesund. Recent finds of Gonio include 
a copper coin minted in the name of Gordian iii in sinop. the major-

romauli monetebi (ax.w. I-III ss)

roman Coins (1st -3rd centuries ad)
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ity of the second-century coins are minted in rome. However, there 

are also those produced in Caesarea, the mint of east, trapesund and 

neocaesarea. As for the third-century coins, their majority is made of 

silver. they are mainly minted in Caesarea, rome, trapesund, thes-

iustiniane I (ax.w. 527-565 ww)

justinian i (527-565 ad)

saloniki and sinop. the discovered numismatic material dating to the 

2nd -3rd cc shows that Apsaros falls in the sphere of influence of Asia 
Minor, and political-economic relations are mainly directed towards 

the province of Cappadocia and the cities on the southern coast of the 

black sea. 

ahmed III (1703-1730)

ahmed iii (1703-1730)
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mehmed raSid V (1909-1918 ww)

mehmed rashid v (1909-1918)

mahmoud ii (1808-1839)

ahmed III (1703-1730)

ahmed iii (1703-1730)

 mahmud II (1808-1839 ww)
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veneciuri dukato. XVI-XVIII ss

polonuri monetebi. sigizmund III (1587-1632 ww)

Polish coins. sigismund iii (1587-1632)

polonuri monetebi. sigizmund III (1587-1632 ww)

Polish coins. sigismund iii (1587-1632)

the venetian ducat. 16th-17th centuries
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gonio-afsarosSi aRmoCenili monetebi

Coin discovered in gonio-apsarus
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gonios ganZi. gansakuTrebiT mdidrulad gamoiyure-

ba 1974 wels gonios cixis maxloblad ferdobze, gzis 

gayvanisas aRmoCenili ganZi, romelSic warmodgenilia 

oqromWedlobis ubrwyinvalesi nimuSebi: SiSveli Wabukis 

qandakeba, kanelurebiani fiala, masiuri waxnagovani sam-

ajurebi, medalioni heliosis gamosaxulebiT, cxovelTa 

brZolis amsaxveli garsakravi, mxedris, frinvelisa da 

cxovelis stilizebul gamosaxulebiani moTvaluli da 

gonios oqros ganZi (ax.w.I-II ss) 
golden hoard of gonio (1st-2nd centuries ad)
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dacvaruli balTebi, 

cvaraTi gamoyvanili 

samkuTxedebiT Sem-

kuli mZivsakidebi, 

wnuli Zewkvebi, ki-

litebi, Rilakebi, or-

namentirebuli fir-

fitebi da a.S. gonios 

ganZi ax.w. II saukuniT 

TariRdeba. 

gonios oqros ganZi (ax.w.I-II ss) 
golden hoard of gonio (1st-2nd centuries ad)
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gonio treasure. the treasure discovered on the slope near Go-

nio Fortress while building a road in 1974 appears to be particularly 

rich. it comprises excellent samples of goldsmithery: a statue of a 

naked adolescent, a fluted phiala, faceted massive bracelets, a medal-

gonios oqros ganZi (ax.w.I-II ss) 
golden hoard of gonio (1st-2nd centuries ad)
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lion with an image of Helios, a 

plaquette depicting animal fight, 
granulated buckles and those 

decorated with gems and styl-

ized images of a rider, bird and 

animal, pendants ornamented 

with triangles made up of gran-

ules, plaited chains, sequins, 

buttons, ornamental plaques, 

etc. Gonio treasure dates to the 

second century Ad.

gonios oqros ganZi (ax.w.I-II ss) 
golden hoard of gonio (1st-2nd centuries ad)
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wyalgayvanilobis sistemebi.   sruliad gansxvave-

bulia da saerTaSoriso standartebis donezea gamarTu-

li romauli wyalgayvanilobisa da kanalizaciis sistema, 

romelic cixis mSeneblobis saerTo dagegmarebaSi zis. 

sasmel wylad gamouyenebiaT cixis samxreTiT gamomdinare 

msxvili debetis mqone SesaniSnavi wyaro. pirvel rigSi au-

giaT didi zomis auzi, romlis safasado nawili gaTlili 

qvebiTaa mopirkeTebuli, xolo Sida sivrce duRabiTaa 

Selesili. am periodis msgavsi wyalsacavi meore arcaa 

cnobili saqarTveloSi. saTave nagebobidan gauyvaniaT 

msxvili milebis sami rigi, romelic Sedioda cixis samxre-

Ti karibWis teritoriaze. wylis milebiT datotvili Cans 

rogorc Sidacixis, ise gareqalaqis teritoria. aRsaniS-

wyalgayvanilobis 
sistemebi

 Water supply system 
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navia isic, rom wyalmomaragebis sistemebi SesaniSnavad, 

pirvandel mdgomareobaSia Semonaxuli. am mimarTebiT Sei-

Zleba iTqvas analogi arc eZebneba. saerTod, afsarosis 

wyalmomaragebis sistemebi exmaureba antikuri samyaros 

rig msxvil centrebs.  unda aRiniSnos isic, rom romaele-

bi adgilobrivi mosaxleobis msgavsad, iyeneben arteziul 

Websac. cixis teritoriaze dRemde sami aseTi Waa aRmoCe-

nili.

saerTaSoriso standartebis doneze mouwyviaT ax.w. 

II-III ss kanalizaciebis sistemebic. am mimarTebiT gansa-

kuTrebiT saintereso, asalebia aRmoCenili samxreTi 

karibWisa da abanoTubnis teritoriaze. 

Wa  

well
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Water supply systems. the roman water supply and sewerage 

systems are completely distinguished and meet international stan-

dards. They fit in the general planning of the construction. A perfect 

romauli epoqis wylis rezervuarebi 

Water reservoir from the roman period
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spring with affluent discharge flowing out south of the fortress was 
used for drinking water. First they built a large pool whose façade is 

dressed in hewn stone, while the inner side is plastered with mortar. 

no similar kind of reservoir of this period is found in Georgia. three 

rows of pipes that entered the area of the south gate were laid from the 

intake structure. the territories inside the fortress and beyond seem to 

be criss-crossed by water pipes. it is noteworthy, too, that the water 

supply systems have been preserved in perfect condition, just like they 

originally were. In this respect it does not find analogs. Generally, wa-

ter supply systems of Apsaros echo with a number of large centers of 

the Classical world. it must also be noted that, like local residents, the 

romans made use of artesian wells. there are three wells of this kind 

discovered on the territory of the fortress.

 Arrangement of the sewerage system also met international stan-

dards. Particularly interesting materials have been discovered in the 

area of the south gate and the baths.

Wa  
well
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liTonis nakeTobani. sakmaod mravalricxovania ro-

mauli epoqis (I – III ss) liTonis nakeTobanic: miniaturuli 

qandakebebi - irmis, Tavze arwivis gamosaxulebiT,   qalis, 

mtredis da sxv. mravladaa brinjaos da rkinisagan damza-

debuli kovzebi, maxaTebi, Wraqebi, samfexebi, bula, kande-

liTonis nakeTobani   (ax.w. I-III ss) metal artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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labri, danebi,  yalibebi da a.S. gansakuTrebiT yuradRebas 

iqcevs serapisis qandakeba, romelic samxreTi karibWis 

gareT minis nawarmTan da monetebTan erTad aRmoCnda. igi 

ax.w. II s-is boloTi da III s-is dasawyisiT TariRdeba. mie-

kuTvneba septimius severusis (193-211 ww) mmarTvelobis 

epoqis Tanadroul nimuSebs. 

liTonis nakeTobani   (ax.w. I-III ss) 

metal artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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metal artifacts. Metal artifacts of roman period 

(1st-3rd cc) are also found in large quantities. they 

are: a miniature statue of a deer with an eagle on its 

head, sculptures of a female, pigeon, etc. there are 

numerous bronze and iron spoons, sack-sewing nee-

liTonis nakeTobani   (ax.w. I-III ss) 

metal artefacts (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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dles, oil lamps, tripods, bullae, candelabra, knives, moulds and so on. 

special interest is attracted by a statue of serapis found together with 

glassware and coins outside the south gate. it dates to the late 2nd – 

early 3rd cc Ad and belongs to the samples contemporary to the epoch 

of the reign of septimus severus (193-211).

serapisis qandakeba  (ax.w. I-III ss) 

statue of serapis (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi. gonio-afsarossa da mis SemogarenSi aR-

moCenilia oqros, vercxlis da brinjaos samkaulebi: sayu-

reebi, beWdebi, rgolebi, gulsakidebi, mZivebi, samajure-

bi, qinZisTavebi, Zewkvebi, mSvildsakidebi, oqros diadema 

da sxv.

samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)  

 jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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ornaments. Gold, silver and bronze ornaments have been exca-

vated in Gonio-Apsarus and its environs: earrings, finger rings, rings, 
breast pendants, beads, bracelets, pins, chains, fibulae, a gold diadem 
and so on.

samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)  

 jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)   jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)   jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)   jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)   jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)   jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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samkaulebi (ax.w. I-III ss)  

 jewelry (1st-3rd centuries ad)
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sameurneo iaraRebi.  

cixis Sida teritoriaze aR-

moCenilia sameurneo dan-

iSnulebis sxvadasxva saxis 

masalebi: Toxebi, culebi,  xe-

lsafrqvavebi. gansakuTrebiT 

yuradRebas iqcevs cixis cen-

traluri Sesasvlelis marcx-

ena mxares #4 koSkis mimdebare 

teritoriaze gaTxrebisas aR-

moCenili marcvleuli kul-

turis naSTebi, romelSic 

49-mde sxvadasxva mcenaris ni-

muSia warmodgenili, maT So-

ris 9 kulturuli jiSis. 

cixis teritoriaze aseve 

mravladaa mopovebuli qvis 

nakeTobani: Wurvebi, Surdu-

lis qvebi, salesebi, sapri-

aleblebi, morgvi da a.S.  
xelsafrqvavebi (ax.w. I-III ss) 

Hand mill (1st-3rd centuries  ad) 

focxi (ax. w. I-III ss)  

rake (1st-3rd centuries  ad)
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agricultural tools. different kinds of tools 

have been revealed on the inner area of the fortress: 

hoes, axes, hand mills. noteworthy are remains of 

crops discovered during excavations on the territory 

adjacent to tower n4, on the left of the main en-

trance of the fortress. they represent samples of 

about 49 varieties of plants including 9 cultivated 

ones. 

the premises of the for-

tress also yielded stone 

articles, such as shells, 

sling stones, whet-

stones, stone pol-

ishes, potter’s 

hand-wheel, 

etc.

Toxebi (ax. w. I-III ss) 

Hoes (1st-3rd centuries  ad)
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marcvlovani kulturebi Cereals : SiSvelmarcvliani 

xorbali Triticum aestivum  s.l  naked wheat – 1, 2, 3 (qondara xor-

bali club wheat  Tr.aestivum/ compactum Host. -  3); asli Tr. dicoc-

cum schubl. emmer – 4; erTmarcvala, zanduri Tr. monococcum 

l. einkorn – 5; kilianmarcvliani  qeri  Hordeum vulgare  lam.  

distichum l. hulled barley – 6; SiSvelmarcvliani  ormwkriva 

qeri H. distichum var. nudum lam. naked barley - 7; Svria  Avena sa-

tiva L. common oat - 8; fetvi  Panicum miliaceum L. broomcorn millet  

- 9 ;  parkosani kulturebi Pulses: barda  Pisum sativum l. gar-

den pea - 10; ospi Lens culinaris Medic.  lentil – 11 ; ugrexeli  Vicia 

ervilia (L.) Willd.) bitter vetch - 12; marcvlovani da parkosani 

kultrebis sarevelebi  Crop weeds: Tagviyana  Hordeum mu-

rinum l. mouse barley, barley grass - 13; melika  Melica nutuns l. com-

mon bent grass -14; wivana  Festuca communis (l.) trin. rat-tail fescue 

-15; yviTeli Zurwa Setaria glauca (l.) P.b.  yellow bristlegrass, pearl 

millet - 16; namdvili Zurwa Setaria verticillata (l.) P. beauv. rough  

bristle-grass  - 17; bewviani cercvela  Vicia hirsuta  (L.) Gray  hairy 

tare  - 18; Tero  Lathyrus  tuberosus  l. tuberous pea, earthnut pea 

– 19; yanis Citistava  Asperula arvensis Grossh. blue woodruff  - 

20; Wiota Agrostemma githago L. common corncockle - 21; qinZara  

bifora radians (wild bishop Bifora radians M.b. - 22; qoTana Silene 

dichotoma Ehrh. Ehrh. forked catchfly -23; begiauri  Galium aparine 

L. goose grass - 24; sarevela da veluri mcenareebi:  ruderals 

and weeds: xovera Galium tricorne  Stokes. three-horned bedstraw - 

25; endronika Galium mollugo l. white bedstraw, wild madder - 26;  

yanis cercvela Vicia sepium l. - 27;  baRis arjakeli Lathyrus 

odoratus  L. sweet pea - 28; mindvris nari Cirsium  arvense (l.) scop. 

creeping, field thistle - 29; JunJruki common chickweed Stellaria me-

dia (l.) Cyr. - 30; Rolo Rumex sp. sorrel - 31; isli Carex remota 

L. walter hood, fitch remote sedge - 32; Timelia Thymelaea passerina 

(l.) Coss. & Germ spurge flax  -33; TeTri mdogvi Sinapis alba l. 
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white mustard  - 34; tkacuna Androsacea maxima l - 35; SavTara 

Fumaria officinalis L. common fumitory, earth smoke - 36; mayvali Ru-

bus fruticosus ldb. blackberry – 37; saneleblebi spices and condi-

ments : qinZi Coriandrum sativum L. coriander - 38; kvliavi Carum 

carvi L. black caraway - 39.

ganamarxebul mcenareTa naSTebi  Fossilized macroremains
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adrebizantiuri epoqa 

afsarosSi Seswavlil yvela ubanze I-III ss kulturul 

fenebs uSualod mosdevs bizantiuri xanis masalebi, ro-

melic VI s pirveli meoTxedis Semdgomi periodiT TariR-

deba. agaTia sqolastikosis mixedviT lazikis mefe guba-

bizantiuri epoqis kulturuli 
fenebi (ax. w. VI-VII ss) 

Cultural layers of the byzantine 

period (6th-7th centuries ad)
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zis mkvlelebs, ioanesa 

da rustikes qalaq afsa-

runtis satusaRoSi amwy-

vdeven. rogorc Cans, af-

sarosisa da sxva bazebis 

gamoyenebiT bizantieleb-

ma VII s dasawyisSi mTeli 

klarjeTis zRvispireTi 

miitaces.  VII s-is pirve-

li naxevris (630-640ww) 

bizantiuri wyaro (`pasqa-

luri qronika“) afsars  

παρεµβολη-es uwodebs. af-

sars, rogorc samxedro 

banaks icnobs  VIII s-is meo-

re naxevris bizantieli 

mwerali epifane konstan-

tinepoleli. `afsareas 

qalaqs“ ixseniebs agreTve 

VIII s-is qarTveli mwerali 

ioane sabanisZe. X s bizan-

tieli istorikosi kon-

stantine porfirogene-

ti, asaxelebs `akamfsisis 

cixes“ da igi bizantiis 

SemadgenlobaSi egulveba. 

bizantiuri epoqis 

sakmaod mZlavri fen-

ebia Seswavlili cixis 

Sida   nawilSi. aRmoCnda 

am epoqis sxvadasxva dan-

bizantiuri epoqis kulturuli 
fenebi (ax. w. VI-VII ss) 

Cultural layers of the byzantine 

period (6th-7th centuries  ad)
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iSnulebis nagebobaTa naSTebi 

da nivTieri masala, romelic 

ax. w. VI-VII ss TariRdeba.  yur-

adRebas iqcevs amforebis, 

luTeriebis, saamSeneblo, 

saojaxo-Sinsaxmari kera-

mikis, mcireaziur nawarmad 

miCneuli Tixis Wraqebis, 

wiTellakiani keramikis, 

Tanadrouli minis sasmisebis 

importuli Tu adgilobrivi 

warmoebis nimuSebi. gansakuTre-

biT mniSvnelovania aqve aRmoCe-

nili iustinianes (527-565 ww) mon-

etebic. 

Wraqi (ax. w. VI s) 

 lamp (6th century ad) 

bizantiuri amfora 
(ax.w. VI-VII ss)

byzantine amphora    

(4th-6th centuries  ad)
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early byZantine ePoCH

in all sections investigated in Apsaros the cultural layers of the 

1st -3rd centuries are followed by the material of byzantine epoch, 

which dates to the period following the first quarter of the 6th century. 
According to Agathias scholasticus, two murderers of King Gubaz 

of lazika – ioane and rustike were imprisoned in the jail in Apsaros. 

Apparently, the byzantines captured the whole coast of Klarjeti using 

Apsaros and other basecamps at the beginning of the 7th century. the 

byzantine source of the first half of the 7th century (630-640) (Chron-

icon Paschale) refers to Apsar as παρεµβολη. Apsar is known as a 

military camp to the byzantine author of the second half of the 8th 

century Epiphanes of Constantinople. ‘the city of Apsarea’ is also 

mentioned by the eighth-century Georgian author ioane sabanisdze. 

the tenth-century byzantine historian Constantine Porphyrogennetos 

names a ‘fortress of Akamps’ and considers it as part of byzantium.

bizantiuri amforebis natexebi (ax. w. VI-VII s) 

fragments of byzantine amphorae (6th-7th centuries ad)
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rather thick layers of byzantine epoch have been investigated in 

the middle part of the fortress. there appeared remnants of structures 

of various functions and artifacts that date to the 6th -7th cc. they 

contain interesting samples of amphorae, luteria, building and house-

hold ceramics, clay oil lamps recognized as production of Asia Minor, 

red-varnished pottery, imported and locally produced glass drinking 

vessels. Particularly important are Justinian’s (527-565) coins discov-

ered here.

mozaikis fragmenti (ax. w. VI s) 

mosaic fragments (6th century ad)
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XI-XV saukuneebSi afsarosi SedarebiT sustadaa aT-

visebuli. aq am epoqis gamokveTili kulturuli fenebi 

ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebiA

ar gvxvdeba. saqarTvelos er-

Tiani saxelmwifos warmoqmnisa 

da misi sazRvrebis samxreTisaken 

gadanacvlebis Sedegad afsaro-

si aRmoCnda qveynis siRrmeSi da 

ramdenadme Sesustda cixis fun-

qciac. Tumca cixis Semogarensa 

da mimdebare teritoriaze mrav-

lad dasturdeba am epoqis sxva-

dasxva tipis Zeglebi. mopovebul 

masalebSi ZiriTadad  saojaxo 

da sameurneo daniSnulebis kera-

qvis sawnaxeli (XI s) Winepress (11th century ad)
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mikaa warmogenili. gansakuTrebuli adgili ukavia meve-

naxeoba-meRvineobasTan dakavSirebul Tixis nakeTobebs  

(qvevrebi, xeladebi, sada da mravalfrad moWiquli jamebi, 

sasmisebi da sxv.). mniSvnelovani adgili ukavia liTonis 

nakeTobebebs (jvrebi, culebi da  a.S).

gonio-afsarosis cixis mimdebare teritoriaze aRmoCenili 
saeklesio nivTebi (XI-XIII ss)

Church inventory found on the territory of gonio-apsarus fortress (11th-13th centuries) 
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tHe HigH middle ages

in the 11th -15th cc Apsaros is relatively weakly developed. no 

cultural layers of this period are distinguished here. As a consequence 

of establishing the united Georgian state 

and shifting its borders further to the south, 

Apsaros appeared in the middle of the 

country and, therefore, the importance of 

the fortress’ function decreased. However, 

various types of monuments of this epoch 

are evidenced in large numbers in the vicin-

ity of the fortress. the recovered material 

mainly includes household ceramics. spe-

cial place is occupied by the pottery relat-

ed to viticulture and wine-making (pithoi, 

broad-lipped jars, plain and colorfully 

glazed bowls, drinking vessels, etc.). there 

is a considerable number of metal artifacts 

(crosses, axes, etc.) too.

gonio-afsarosis cixis mimdebare teritoriaze aRmoCenili 
saeklesio nivTebi (XI-XIII ss)

Church inventory found on the territory of gonio-apsarus fortress (11th-13th centuries) 
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Sua saukuneebis keramikuli nakeTobani (XI-XIII ss)  

medieval pottery (11th-13th centuries) 
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Sua saukuneebis keramikuli nakeTobani (XI-XIII ss)  

medieval pottery (11th-13th centuries) 
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gviani Suasaukuneebi

gonios cixe  1547 wlidan  1878 wlamde osmalTa xe-

lSia. cixis TiTqmis yvela ubanze dasturdeba am epoqis 

kulturuli fenebi. am epoqis nagebobaTa naSTebTan er-

Tad (abano, meCeTi, sasaxle,  wyalgayvanilobaTa sistemebi, 

Webi) gvxvdeba  mdidari arqeologiuri masalac.

 late middle ages

Gonio Fortress was controlled by the ottomans from 1547 to 

1878. nearly all the districts of the fortress revealed cultural layers of 

this period. in addition to the remnants of the structures of this epoch 

(bathhouse, mosque, palace, water supply systems, wells), there is rich 

archaeological material as well.

faifuri da faiansi. faiansi, damzadebulia mcire azii-

is sawarmoo centrebSi izniksa da quTaiaSi, xolo faifuri 

CineTis sxvadasxva regionebidanaa Semotanili. orive ti-

pis keramika  teritoriaze XVII-XVIII ss-iT TariRdeba.

fiala (XVII - XVIII ss.)

bowl (17th-18th centuries )
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Porcelain and faience. the faience is made in iznik and Kutahya, 

the production centers in Asia Minor, while the porcelain is imported 

from various regions of China. both types of material found on the 

territory date to the 17th -18th centuries.

faifurisa da faiansis nawarmi 
(XVI-XVIII ss) 

Porcelain and faience 

(16th-18th centuries)
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faifurisa da faiansis nawarmi 
(XVI-XVIII ss) 

Porcelain and faience 

(16th-18th centuries)
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faifurisa da faiansis nawarmi 
(XVI-XVIII ss) 

Porcelain and faience 

(16th-18th centuries)
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moWiquli keramika. Semdeg jgufs moWiquli nawarmi 

qmnis. maTi nawili Semotanilia osmaleTis imperiis sxva-

dasxva centrebidan. erT-erTi mTavari centri unda yo-

filiyo q. izniki (Zveli nikua). garkveuli nawili damza-

debulia yirimis naxevarkunZulis samxreT-aRmosavleT 

moWiquli keramika (XVI-XVIII ss)  glazed pottery (16th-18th centuries)



112

gonio-afsarosi

nawilSi. gonios cixis teritoriaze maTi Semotana osmalo 

jariskacebis mier unda momxdariyo. moWiquli keramikis 

Semdeg jgufs q. stambulSi, Teqfiuris sasaxleSi damza-

debuli nimuSebi qmnian. 

moWiqul keramikasTan erTad gvxvdeba sxvadasxva sax-

is sada keramikac: kecebi, qoTnebi, jamebi, qilebi, kecebi, 

doqebi, xeladebi, agurebi da kramitebi.  isinic  XVII-XVIII 

ss-Taa daTariRebuli.

moWiquli keramika (XVI-XVIII ss)  glazed pottery (16th-18th centuries)
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moWiquli keramika (XVI-XVIII ss) 

 glazed pottery (16th-18th centuries)
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glazed ceramics. the next group is composed of glazed prod-

ucts. Part of those is imported from different centers of ottoman 

Empire. the town of iznik (ancient nicaea) must have been one of 

the most prominent centers. Part of the material is produced in the 

south-eastern part of the Crimean Peninsula. they are likely to have 

been brought onto the territory of Gonio Fortress by the ottoman sol-

diers. the group following that of the glazed pottery is made up of the 

samples produced in tekfur Palace in istanbul. 

moWiquli keramika (XVI-XVIII ss)  glazed pottery (16th-18th centuries)



115

gonio-aPsarus

moWiquli keramika (XVI-XVIII ss)  glazed pottery  (16th-18th centuries)
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different types of plain ceramics are evidenced together with the 

glazed pottery: bread-baking dishes, pots, bowls, jars, jugs, bricks and 

tiles. they are also dated to the 17th -18th cc.

sada keramika (XVI-XVIII ss) 

Plain pottery  (16th-18th centuries)
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Cibuxebi. qronologiurad adreulia TeTrkeciani ni-

muSebi (XVII s), maTTan SedarebiT  ufro mravalricxovania 

wiTelkeciani formebi. isini XVIII s-is sxvadasxva monakve-

TiT TariRdeba. 

Cibuxebi (XVII-XVIII ss) Pipes (17th-18th centuries)
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smoking pipes. Chronologically, the earliest are the samples 

with white fabric (17th c), while the red-fabric ones are found in larger 

numbers. they date to different periods of the 18th century.

Cibuxebi (XVII-XVIII ss) 

Pipes (17th-18th centuries)
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liTonis nawarmi.  yvelaze adreulia ori italiuri 

alebardi, romelic XVI s-is I naxevriT TariRdeba. sxva sax-

is nawarmisagan aRsaniSnavia brinjaos rodini, brinjaos 

doqi da tyviis Camosasxmeli rkinis tigelebi. Zeglze 

didi raodenobiT gvxvdeba yumbarebic, romelic ukve gvi-

ani Suasaukuneebis bolo monakveTs asaxavs da TariRdeba 

XVIII s-is bolo da XIX s-is dasawyisiT.  sakmaod mravladaa 

aRmoCenili sxvadasxva zomis rkinis lursmnebic. 

liTonis nakeTobani (XVII-XVIII ss) 

 metal artefacts (17th-18th centuries)
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metalware. The earliest are two Italian alebards dated to the first 
half of the 16th century. Among other types of articles noteworthy are 

a bronze mortar, bronze jug 

and iron crucibles for cast-

ing lead. there are plenty of 

shells which represent the fi-

nal part of the late medieval 

period and date to the end of 

the 18th c and beginning of 

the 19th c. iron nails of dif-

ferent size are also found in 

great numbers.                                               

liTonis nakeTobani (XVII-XVIII ss) 

 metal artefacts (17th-18th centuries)


