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GONIO-APSARUS

INTRODUCTION

Gonio-Apsarus is situated in the south-west of Georgia, on the
left bank of the mouth of the Chorokhi River (former Apsaros/Akamp-
sis/Harpasos), at a distance of 12 km from the center of Batumi. The
fortress is built on a strategically important location near the sea. It
was here that the road leading from Trapesund to Sebastopol (present
Sokhumi) ran through, while that running to Samtskhe-Javakheti and
Tao-Klarjeti went through the Chorokhi and Ajaristskali gorges.

Gonio-Apsarus Fortress has rectangular plan. It is 222 meters
long and 195 meters wide. It covers the area of 4.75 ha. Total length of
the fortress wall along the perimeter is 900 meters, height — 5 meters,
while at the corners, where the towers are erected — it is 7 meters high.
The depth of the foundation exceeds 3.5 meters. The lower part of the
walls is faced with big size hewn blocks. The massive walls are sur-
mounted by battlements of the Ottoman period. Currently the fortress
has 18 towers, but originally it had 22. Four major towers which can
be ascended with stone stairs arranged inside the fortress stand in the

3obob byn View on the fort



3M60M-dBLOYMMLN

corners of the wall. The fortress used to have four entrances; however,
presently all except for the western gate are blocked up. The facade of
the fortress, which was rendered according to the arrangement of the
main street and the towers, is directed westwards (i. e. to the sea). The
sea also served as a protection, because, in case of danger it was the
safest way to deliver supplies as well as to retreat. The mountains were
natural protection of the fortress on the east, the river — on the north;
however, it was comparatively unprotected on the south, which is why
the walls are most fortified here.

Gonio-Apsarus is situated in the part of Georgia where the splen-
did, indigenous bronze culture of Colchis originated and where Geor-
gia’s statechood began. According to Assyrian (Tukulti-Ninurta II —
1248-1209 BC; Tiglath-Pileser I — 1115-1077 BC; Shalmaneser 111
— 859-824 BC) and Urartuan (Menua 810-786 BC; Argisht I — 786-
765 BC; Sarduri II — 765-735 BC) sources, early Georgian state for-
mations existed in the Chorokhi basin as early as the Late Bronze Age.
They were Daiaeni (Diaukha) (13th -9th cc BC) and Kulkha (12th
-8th cc BC). Based on Classical traditions and archaeological data,
it is this period that emergence of Apsaros as a settlement belongs
to. According to the accounts of Artemidorus of Ephesius (2nd ¢BC).

3obob byo View on the fort
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Arrian (2nd ¢ AD), Procopius of Caesarea (6th ¢ AD), Stephanus of
Byzantium (6th ¢ AD) and so on, the name of Apsaros is associated
with the Argonauts’ campaign in Aia-Colchis, with murdering of Ap-
sirte, son of Aeetes by them and burying him on the location. Unlike
the mythological explanation of the origins of the name Apsaros, in
Georgian historiography the etymology of Apsaros is related to a place
rich in water, a swampy area; however, it is presumable that the name
of Aeetes’ son — Apsirte — could be, in some ways, connected to water.

The latest archaeological data prove that the first settlements on
the territory of the fortress emerged in the 8th -7th cc BC. Intensive
habitation continues here through the Classical (5th -4th cc BC) and
Hellenistic (4th -1st cc AD) periods. Construction of the fortress is
connected to the Romans in the first century AD. According to Pliny,
the castle (castellum) had already been built by 77 AD. Apsaros was
the strategic, political, economic and cultural center of the eastern
boundary of Rome in the 1st -3rd cc AD. Five auxiliary cohorts (ap-
proximately 1,200-1,500 men) were stationed here. Not only was
Apsaros a strong military base, but it was an important urban point
as well. Procopius of Caesarea, author of the sixth century AD, noted:
“The city used to be populous in old times. It was surrounded by many

- y

3obob byo View on the fort
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walls and had a theatre and a hippodrome, as well as other facilities
that are typical of big towns”.

According to some sources (Epiphan of Cyprus, Dorotheus of
Tyre, Sophron, etc.), Matthias, one of the Apostles of Christ, is bur-
ied in Apsaros. From the 540s the Byzantines occupied Apsaros. In
the tenth century the fortress is referred to as Akamps. In the twelfth
century a new name — Gonia — gets established. In 1547-1878 a major
Ottoman garrison is camped here.

Heinrich Schliemann, Nicholas Marr and Fyodor Uspensky were
the first to become interested in the history of the fortress. Archaeolog-
ical excavations of the site began in the 1960s. Scientific and research
work became regular following 1994, when the museum-reserve and
a permanent archacological expedition were set up. Large-scale inves-
tigations are carried out on the territory of the fortress in cooperation
with foreign scientific centers (universities of Jena, Warsaw and Fer-
rara).

Excavations revealed monumental constructions of public func-
tion: principia, praetorium, barracks, thermae; market and artisans’
districts, water and sewerage systems; diverse artifacts: pottery, glass,
bronze, gold and silver objects, coins, etc. Particularly remarkable is
Gonio treasure which comprises highly artistic samples of jeweler’s art.

10
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CENTRAL PART OF THE FORTRES
SECTIONN 1

Remains of constructions of two different functions have been
revealed in the central part (sectors SWI and XI) of the fortress of
Apsaros:

1. Principia (length — 28 m, width — 24m) is reinforced by pylons
and protective walls. It bears traces of reconstruction. It comprises
chambers with floors made with red hydraulic binder, corridors, wa-
ter supply system. According to the discovered material, the structure
operated in the second half of the first century and the first half of the
third century AD.

2. The structure confined with blocks (length — 15 m, width —
11m). The style (open on all four sides), the revealed stone bases and
remains of a bronze statue point to its religious function. The structure
dates to the second century AD.

3obob (396@GsmyFa Imbszzgmo

Central part of the fort
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BATHS
SECTION N 2

Baths (thermae) operated on the premises of Apsaros. Two of
these have been discovered. The minor one consisted of a boiler-room
and a hot compartment. The major bath was designated for guards.
There was a boiler-room arranged in its southern part. The latter was
connected to the hot bathroom by means of two tunnels. The floor
and the walls of the bath were heated by hot current of air. The hot
bathroom was linked to the two-department warm bathroom (tepidar-
ium). The complex included a cold pool (frigidarium) with tubs and a
lounge (apodyterium). A bath of oriental type was built over the ruins
of the Roman thermae.

©0Eo0 > (3067 3356mb 3933
Ground plan of the baths
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SOUTHERN GATE
SECTIONN 3

Remnants of a barrack of the Roman period (2nd -3rd cc) were
uncovered near the southern gate. The foundation was built with
well-treated big-size stones. The upper part was made from wood
and covered with tiles. The structure was equipped with an underfloor
heating system. A three-meter wide gallery ran along the east and north
sides. A wine cellar was also discovered in the south-western part of
the structure. The barrack had wooden columns rested on stone bases.

Water supply and sewerage systems of Roman (1st-3rd cc), Byz-
antine (6th -7th cc) and Ottoman (16th -19th cc) periods were discov-
ered near the barrack.

-\-}.. S II'L_'I: :-'
4553630l 63dmgda

Remains of barrack blocks
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SOUTH-WESTERN PART
SECTION N 4

In the Roman period, the
south-western part of the fortress was
apparently a production and artisans’
district. Excavations revealed nearly
J 30 stone hand-mills, remains of the
! kilns for firing amphorae and produc-
I tion waste, a hoard of Roman period
silver coins, gold, silver and bronze
objects placed in a child’s grave, etc.

The cultural layer of the Roman
- epoch (1st -3rd cc) documents sever-
~ al construction periods with relevant
. structures and archaeological materi-
- al. The site displays cultural layers of
. Byzantine (6th -7th cc) and Ottoman

3obob badbAgo-sbagemyan (16th -19th cc) epochs as well.
dmbs339m0b 3369 §gMoGmeonab
65398mdsms 653;ngdn

Building remains outside the south-western part of the fort

3obob LadbMgm-Esbagmgmn Ambs33gmab gombMgdab bagmam bywa.
LFMsGoaMsgans
General view on the excavations of the south-western part of the fort. Stratigraphy
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J3960 Ne 5

03 993567 30dmzmgbaemns bbgswsbbgs 3gommal s dgmenm-
a3099M0 dgamgdo. Dges g3gbs XVII-XIX Lb-000 meMomegds s dng-
39036gds obeodn@o bLommzago 3m33mgdLob 3gdsagbgmo
boboemgdo: Bymal doMggebo gobdsbzolb MoGmamabomgals, do, 6y-
amasygebommdol bodmo o Moyal Jgoc Im306 3gmgdemo dmgw-
bol 3Mo3396@gd0. J390s JOMbmemmgoyma 3gMomeol - 33006
A35mm0-50M9dnobagy 3699580L babab boggdmdabgsb dgdmmhg-
bomos LodbEgm-bsbomdn gMgubom semdyMmzoma oMo gymbe
053938356980L Boggdmdal bodoMzgmol bodmgda. ngo gowob-
M@0 0gm 3GedoGom. boggdmdal dogboom asdmgmgbomoas mn
ombals badmo. 53039 dsbDdg 0339mgds HmIsgyema (30bgb0dogMgg-
dobomgol odsbaboosmgdgmo (396@MomaEa Dol BMogdgb@o

06)0)6080060 BErrao,moo dBOL) 6(’)6@0‘360[) L)beO').

g

Am3sma s mbIsmuMa 3gGameab Bo393mdsms 63dmgda

Remains of Roman and Ottoman buildings
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GONIO-APSARUS

SECTION N 5

The section yielded archaeological monuments of various peri-
ods. The upper layer dates to the 17th -19th cc and comprises the con-
stituent parts of the complex of Islamic worship: a water fountain for
the ritual purification, a well, and remains of a water supply system,
and fragments of a square paved with cobblestone. Out of the struc-
ture of the lower chronological period — late Roman-early medieval
periods - only the ruins of the foundation of a rectangular building
equipped with a corridor in the southern part have survived. It had
a tile revetment. Remains of two baking ovens have been revealed
inside the building. The same section includes a fragment of the cen-
tral road typical of Roman fortresses. It has been preserved as a curb

formed by a single row of ripped stone.

i e AR s R
Am3sma s mbIsmuMo 3gGomeab bsg93mdsms 63dmgda
Remains of Roman and Ottoman buildings
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GOLOL LO3ALMIM-0RIMLYIRINN
aMe6o333010

J3060 Ne 6

03 dobby aocmbMgdolb ML Lbgowobbgs 8mbszzgmdn
og304boMes Mbdseama (XVI-XIX L), spmgdabsb@onma (VI-VII
bLL) s Mmoo (I-HI'LL) 3P EYHYmo Bgbgda. MMIoym Bgbo-
do 30dm0339015 Mo bosbdgbgdmm 3gHoma. EILENMLYdS, H™3
Mm859mgdL od | boyznbgdo s1dqbgdosm yobomdabomgal asb-
30o3b0mmo boggdmds. ngn dmagznsbgdoo Il L-ob dgmMg bobggem-
do go0036356Ms. 839 Ggfo@mEnal 8mDz0b30bs s bogoemamg-
d0b dg3ga Il b-ob gmeg Bobgzemdngg Mo IMmdMEom yobomas
3035Mmagm.  mMngg bsg39dmdol LodoM3zmgda d3obss, bgwe
bobon bob ¢bos ymgnmaym. d96mdgdo gowaby@mma ymagoms
303000

43b56393ab 653:ngd0
Remains of the barrack blocks
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SOUTH-EASTERN PART OF THE FORTRESS
SECTION N 6

Ottoman (16th -19th),
early Byzantine (6th -7th cc)
and Roman (1st-3rd) cultural

layers were recorded in var- p
ious sections during the ex-

cavations of this area. Two
construction periods were
identified in the Roman lay-
er. It is documented that the
Romans had a structure built
specially for a barrack here in
the 1st century. It burnt down

43b563930b 633;g80

Remains of the barrack blocks

later, in the second half of the 2nd century. Shortly after embanking
and leveling the area, two big size barracks were arranged. Bases of
both structures are made of stone, while the upper part must have been
made of wood. They were both covered with tiles.

43b563930b 653;gd0

Remains of the barrack blocks



3M60M-dBLOYMMLN

J3960 Ne 7

58 1356y 58mBgbaemns MmIsemo g3mdal Imbmdgbdma bagg-
dmdob Badmgda. 3ol 33g6gdemmdsadn @aabEBMgdmmos bado bLad-
33632’)@(*) 3360(\1@0 30633@0 0339M5GmME byMmbals IdoMmggrmdals

Imbs030560 03§30 mosaic floor

3356mb 633;gdn Remains of the baths

©MHMbEyr0d ©d y3gesdy
sMgmos. dob dngnmgby-
ds dgmgmal Badmgda. dgm-
g  033960@mM  BMansbgl
33smzggemmdal  3gfommoom

_- noMomeEgds. dob 3ng3mogby-
o 3mDo0300b0 5656m @ dnbo

Jdgdoagbgmo  3m33emggLbol
Boboemgdo:  gMognesmondo,
33mE0@)gfMndn, 3MHgBmmbo-
30 o 5.3.

339698mmdals dgbe-
dg 3gMomeo  0339MoGmM
s@M0obgl  ddoMoggmmdals
39M0mEom maMmomEgds. 53
3960mEdo 35059390 gd050
0d3bm o dmg0sm dgmey)-
0l bagbmagMgdgmo babemo
- 3 @mtoydo.

367@mMaydab 63dgdo
Remains of the headquarters building (praetorium)
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GONIO-APSARUS

SECTIONN 7

This district preserves remains of a monumental construction of
the Roman period. Three construction periods are evidenced in the
building. The first is the earliest and dates to the period of Nero’s
reign. The second belongs to the times of Trajan and includes the bath
with mosaics and the constituent parts of the complex: frigidarium,
apodyterium, prefornium and so on.

The third construction period is dated to the reign of Adrian. It
was then that the bath was altered and the praetorium — general’s tent
— was built.

369@mGandab 65d;ngda Imdsnznsba ns@szom
Remains of the headquarters building (praetorium) with mosaic floor
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3965010 3MGBNIINL LNZ3MRIEMO LOBTO3N

Bmgogmon byscmb Jobggnom (93053964 3303MmMbgmn, emEm-
ogmb §gocgmo, bmgcmbo) sgbommbdo s 3Mdsmymoas JMab@ gl
96 m-9Fm0 Im 0o BoGoms. JoMommma s Mbmeymo bgammm-
domo Bysmgdol dobgogom 3sGoms dmzndnmo sbpfMns 3nfMggm-
Bmgdmmmsb s b3ndgmb 30656gmmsb gMmawm Lojommggmmda(s
03ymazgdmes.

b3no Fo@omol Bnzgomgdal dgbobgd Medmegbodg aow-
3m3985 aMbgdmdlb: gMmalb dobgoz0m, 0go sgaMmado smgbmme
3dmBsdgmdMnga; dgmeg
aodmzgdom 30 0gfv-
boemodol dobmmodmac.

SYMBOLIC GRAVE OF |
APOSTLE MATTHIAS | «

According to some
sources (Epiphan of Cy-
prus, Dorotheus of Tyre,
Sophron), Matthias, one of
Christ’s apostles, is buried
in Apsaros. Some Georgian
and foreign written sourc-
es report that Matthias had
visited Georgia togeth-
er with Andrew the First
Called and Simon the Ca-
naanite.

There are several oral traditions about the death of Saint Matthias:
one tradition holds that he departed this life in Ajara, while according
to the other - he died near Jerusalem.
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3M60M-3BLYGMLOL 3TBIIANL
30RO IJL3MBOGNO

3ndgmdob dos LogM3gdn dofMomoEae maogdmyMnmos ©s
99L3MbaMgdmmos ab Jobams, MmBgmag Bemgdol g6353mmds3dn
sfggmmmaonMo aombMgdobs oy dgdmbggzomo smdmbgbgdals
aD0m 3m3m3gdmos gmbom-sgLammbbe o 8ol dgdmastgbdo.

93b3mbaz300b EsLOBYELIn @MLgdm d5bgMgdDdy oG sboem-
05 (30b0bs 0¥y 300bMgd0l 53Lsbggmo LoomnbGMo3om dobomgdo
5 33mbsMnEgdo dggmo dgMdgbo s MmBsgmoa s3&mMgdal 653-
m390056, MmIgmaz gmbom-sgLammbl gbgds. oggge b.6. IV
L ggma®ogmbal 3ob@mEanbob Gyy3s (Tabula Peutingeriana), G-
39m b3 9g8LOMMBLOL bobgmo s (3060bL bLigdo@nEn godmbsobymg-
350 @o@sboma. 34395 bomdmeagbomo dMmob@nsbmdal bLojemon-
39mbs 8 3gOdme sxbsmmbdn oMggmddswaggdmms dgbobgd
NEbOA-doonm Bghommdoo bysmmgddo ©oiEmo (36mdgdo
3 boomybg@sgom dobamgdags.

Loggbdmbozom oMb (30 3gmmo g3mdgdals dobgogom
dofomsse BaMm3moaqgbormos dg3gan Labal dsbaemgda:
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THE EXHIBITION OF GONIO-APSARUS MUSEUM

The material that has been received through archaeological exca-
vations and accidental discoveries in Gonio-Apsarus and its environs
is mainly gathered and exhibited in the interior of the museum.

The banners at the beginning of the exposition display the ma-
terial illustrating the fortress and the excavations, as well as extracts
from the works by
ancient Greek and
Roman authors that
refer to Gonio-Apsa-
rus. Here is the map
(Tabula Peutingeriana)
drawn by Castorius,
Roman geographer of
the 4th century, which
marks the name Apsa-
ros and a schematic
image of the fortress.
The banner also shows
accounts and illustra-
tive materials about
the first preachers of
Christianity in Geor-
gia and, specifically,
in Ajara, provided in [
foreign and Georgian =
written sources.

The exhibition hall
presents the following _
type of materials ac- [ g
cording to epochs:
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330063006XOM-0RGAIMIN6NL bO6D

(d3.6. 11 3019LERIITNOL 11 6O6I3IAN - 1 5010LERIITNL
160633060)

330068006 om-500MgM3060L  3gMomeo  gmmbyo  3ym-
BMob 59393980l bobss. sMdgmmmann®o smdmbgbgda (3bowy-
gL, Gmd LadbFmgm-sbagmgo LadsMmgzggmm, dmMmbal >nboa,
Bomdmoggbes domamasbzomemgdamo gmmbafo JumEnmab

dggmgl 3geel. of Rsdmysmndws 83 3nmEmobomngol ©sodab-
sbosmgdgmo Ladgy@bgm ©o LodMdmmm nstsmol yggms @odo

(d00bxomb (390, Baemen, mmba, 6s3gsmn, bgadgbG Mo nsGawmo
©d 5.d.) dobmgal sdsbobosmgdgmoa Lobgmdgdoom. 3539 3gfo-
mEdo ab@mGonmo gmmbgmo M3060L dg@omuGaonl gMm-gEm
1dggeglb (396@ML Bomodmaa 9bms. ambombs s dab dg3mastigb-
do (gobama, sbambmggmo, o330, 3goM0smn s bbg.) M z0bals
353mbabmdn Labgmmbbm ¢dbgdal sm8mAgbom ©oLE WM.,
63 d3.6. Il 500LBmgnemals dmemmEsb of s@bgdmdos dbmegmo-
mdo  gfo-gemo ndzgmgbo 6 3060b Bomdmgdal 396s. 5939 bom-
dmEagbomos gambomb (30bal GgMoGmmosby d3.6. VII-VII Lo 34-
bggd00 smIMamgdmn obyyMo sabobmgdgdals LszymEm
056036 gdal 3960530353

660535.)«0[.)
39mgdo

Bronze axes
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LATE BRONZE - EARLY IRON AGES

(SECOND HALF OF II MILLENNIUM - FIRST HALF OF 1
MILLENNIUM)

Late Bronze — early Iron period is the age of revival of Colchian
culture. Archaeological excavations prove that south-western Geor-
gia, the Chorokhi River basin was the ancient center of advanced
Colchian culture. It was here that all types of household tools and
weapons typical of this culture emerged (bronze axe, bill-hook, hoe,
sickle, segment-shaped too 1, etc.). In the same period historical Col-
chis was one of the earliest centers of iron metallurgy. The discovery
of the workshop districts where iron was smelted on the territory of
Gonio and its environs (Charnali, Akhalsopeli, Avgia, Kvariati and so
on) evidence that from the late II millennium BC here existed one of
the ancient centers of iron production in the world. The exhibition also
shows pottery of religious function dated to the 8th -7th cc BC from
dune settlements on the territory of Gonio Fortress.

Bronze tools

Il

360bxgsmb naMomgdo
36nbxgsmb 39mgdo
Bronze axes
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GONIO-APSARUS

63060b Jy@s-Labgmmbbm (Fg3mbLgmndas)
Iron workshop (reconstruction)
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63060L Jg@s bLobgmmbbmb Lagddgbo dommgdo s Bawgda (d3.6.XII-XI LL)
Blowpipes and slags from the iron workshop (13"-11'" centuries BC)
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aobab bysamgda (d3.6. VIII-VII L)
Clay stands (8"-7" centuries BC)

3mgmda (dg.6. VIII-VII bL)
Pot (8th — 7 centuries. BC)

Lsb3nba (dg.6. VIII-VII LL)
Drinking vessel (8-7" centuries BC)
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3606 smb 336da (d3.6. VIII-VII LL)

Bronze hoard (8" — 7™ centuries BC)
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dOLN3TAN RO ITNENLEIM(O bO6D

(d3.6. V-

| LL)

3mmbgomob bLedgymb babdmamgdo d3.6. V Lom3mbol @obeby-

0bosb 8(9 o3LMmMLL3Eg (dw. gmMmbo) smbggms. LBmMgE o3

bgmaws (d3.6.V L)
Jug (5" century BC)

39M0medn Rbogds sxgbommbdn
sbomo gmmbymo Ladmbobem
5 0dbspmmamn  LadsMm-
3960. 58mAgboemns 93 3gMom-
ol sGggmmmaonma dabame:
Lbgoabbgs gm®m3ol @mdgdo,
39603bmolb  bbogsbs Loy,
3M0bxomb LadogymMgdo, and-
0L, Jofgal, 30babgdMo 3ob-
&0l 3dnggdo s 5.9.

(3060b dos s 3ndgdaty
&gMoGmmnsdy 3bmgMgds
a®dgmmgds d3.6. IV b ©obob-

39633039ma 633900md360 (d3.6.V L)
Ceramic artefacts (5" century BC)
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Aebs o d3.6. 11 b-da. gsdmgmgbomos 53 3gMomeol badsmbgdo
33g3mMgdo, ©gMaqdo, do33Mnsms mabol mdn, 35390mbool 3g-
3oL 96@ngmbs ambo@ob (d3.6. 277-239 b6) Labgmom dmgmama
dmbg@o s Lbg.

g9&3omasbo pmdo
(d3.6.V L)
Tubular-handled jar
(5" century BC)

©mgo (d3.6. IV-1II LL)

Jar (4-3 centuries BC)

3mmbyFo sdgmEs
(d3.6. IV-111 bL)

Colchian amphora
(4"-3r4 centuries BC)
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CLASSICAL AND HELLENISTIC PERIODS
(5TH -1ST CC BC)

From the early fifth century BC borders of the kingdom of Colchis
reached River Apsaros (r. Chorokhi). It was then that a new Colchian
settlement and its contemporary
cemetery emerged in Apsaros. They
discovered archaeological material
of this period: jugs of various shapes,
a silver earring with radials, bronze
bracelets, jet, amber, glass-like paste
beads and so on.

Habitation continues inside
the fortress and on the adjacent
land through the late fourth
and the third centuries BC.
Burials of this period with
abundant  archaeological
material have been revealed:
Colchian and Sinopian am-
phorae, large jars, a black-pol-
ished clay jug, a coin minted
under King Antigonos Gonatas of
Macedon (277-239 BC), etc.

©mgo (d3.6. IV-III)
Jar (4-3" centuries BC)
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MV b6
(96.8. I-111 LL)

og3LaMMbo ob.6. |-l bL-3n dmJ3g0n (50bgs, Bog BgPommdom
byommgdmob gMmom s dgmmmann@o 3mbs(393960lb dobgogomas(s

LG M©gds.

ROMAN PERIOD

(1st -3"9¢cc AD)
In the 1st -3rd cc AD Apsaros is an active fortress which is con-
firmed both by written sources and archaeological data.

33gmMgda. domdo LobgmdMogem dom-
3L gdm@sbama boggommdsba. Mamogbm-
36030 035mbadGoboo 3o 6odyzobos swa-
ommdMogo  bobomdo.  sboemo  smImhgbgdols
dobggom (30m39 go3moygmazs mzom  gm-
bom-s3bombdn  BoMm3mgdmmo  3Mmend-
(3093 SEgormdmngo bomdmgdols dgbobgd
MEogmME  3Mogmolb  domddgmos sxbammbda
s@3mBgboemn  Jm@mo-babgmmbbm, Mmdgmos
ob.B. I b-0b obsbEMELS s NI b-0b @oboby-
obdo gMbg30mboMgds. o4 dofamosm yge-
60dm0sb s Jgmamgdom 33069 Bmab yogab-
B9M39(3096 53x8MEHAL 53 Do gdbab.

0gobsmzgal sgbadmbol dobamgdda go-
dmoymgds MHmdsmmo 3gfMomeals sdgmegdals
20-300g §030. LB YOS, MM (30bg-ds-
madolb (36mzgMgdal 3oMggm g@o3dy, ob.6. |
L BabyEnmbs s Il L-0b EsLEBYoLobsmzgals

3mmby@o s3gmes (sb.6. 1I-111 LL)
Colchian amphora (25-3" centuries AD)
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bo3ygeobos 033mBG Mmoo 3gMe-
303mmo GoMs; gbos n@omogy-
0, JobyMo s MmEmbymo
33ggmMgdo, Moz ddmbagmagom
do30bmzgabdnmgmabscmgol  0d-
30000m05L BoMImoaqbl. ob.6.
1 Loy 3mBal Igo bobgdnsb dw-
amdsfgmds sMbgdomo 0(33-
mgdo. 65393560 bogds badbGgom
do30bmgabdnfgmdn  ©sdbe-
©gdmmo 33gxmMgdo. MHmamM(3
Bobl, sgzbadmbdn gobeoggdy-
mo Gm3dsgmos gafMgdaol dm-
domogqdol  Logdgdn

el 0339 bodbGgomo dognd-

dmogom

mgobdofgomn, 396dme bobmag,
530bm, &Ma39bMb@ 0 s 3gMs 3-
mgs SLOYmMgds.
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Roman

amphorae
(1%-3"4 centuries AD)
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Amphorae. Imported items dominate in terms of types, while
local products prevail in number. Given the latest discoveries, the
products manufactured in Gonio-Apsarus can be separated. The
kiln-workshop discovered in Apsaros speaks about local production.
It operated in the late 2nd and early 3rd cc AD. Here they mainly
produced amphorae with a ribbed neck and smaller size ones with
brown fabric.

Presently, up to 20 types of Roman period amphorae can be iden-
tified in the material from Apsaros. It is evidenced that on the first
stage of life in the fortified city, in the late 1st - early 2nd cc AD, it is
imported ceramic vessels that dominate. They are the amphorae from

Am3sygmo s3gmEgda (3b.6. I-111 LL)
Roman amphorae (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Italy, Kos and Rhodes, which is quite rare to the east-
ern coast of the Black Sea. The situation
changes dramatically from the mid sec-
ond century AD — amphorae produced
on the southern coast of the Black
Sea become dominant. Appar-
ently, at the time, southern coast

of the Black Sea, specifically,

Sinop, Amisos, Trapesund and

Heraclea played the main role in
supplying the Roman army en-

camped in Apsaros.

SBLAGMLE0 SLIMRIGOE20 HIBMSIL0
Amphoras from Apsarus

Ganmania Earwisth

B ¢ 8spemo sBgmdgdo / Roman Amphoras
B s0baEpondo s3gmAgdo / Bymntne Amphoras
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©530930/35660bdMbgda. 56.6.134 Bl 0839Mo@mG sM0-
obglb (117-138 66) mogomgdom smdmbogmgo ds30dmgabdnmgmdn
03mg donMs s Ma30L ,39M03mnbde” ngd sMbgdmmo JgmIamgmds
omBgMs 303500m 300l 33oMmzggmas Bmoagomb 5nsbgd. sG0sby ab-
L9BngdL sxLEMMLIn Fpgsm bmo JMIMEME L. sxgLsMmMbOL HMIsy-
0 35Mbndmbol dgbobgd (36mdgdl 35630056 Lobgs bysmgdags.
358503 08 0mn5dn, bmmasl Jobmmdmo, sdgmsedo sedmbgbo-
0 bombgMnl dobgognom dom 3L 3Gg@mmanb 3gmgco, Gmdgmos
BM505693 @ognmEmzs 3oGmonlb mddo (113-117 Bb) dmbobomgm-
dobamgol, 960 @AML SLEMmgdos Mmdsgmos nd Labs- 3 -
0fm goMgdal dgomoMol dmgomagmdsb, L

AmImgdo(y 53500 39-
d9mbo 0y3bgb sgzbom-
do.  360d3bgemmgabos,
2369039 98303@73o,
396dmeE, Bs09ydda smdm-
Bgboeo Il Layyzmboo o-
oM gdmmo 3s3064Lolb
BM0adgbBo, GmIgmai  ox-
Lombolb  gg@gMobol dogMos

Am3sgmo ©53mgdo
Roman stamps
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3bgMoma. o ImblLgbogdymoas sx3bommbdn dastn Jmogoay-
Lob babgemmdab Il 3m3m@E0b 39@96Moba oM znsma. byMommdomo
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- R0g03 m3sbmed LBGMLob 8dmby goMab jo3gdom s 3ma-
3mgd@gdmo  033gMsGmM s3Mgmoyybol Lobgmmdol odbdstyg
3M3meGo.

o@bgdygmo Imbo3gdgdo bogndggmb agedmgslb gogodGmm,
M3 5600bgl ,Periplus®-do obobgmgdnmo sxbscmbdn dasto
baomo 3m3m@E)s ©adb3omg 3MIMMEG b0 s 3MS maanmbyMa. sby,
3 vsgxgLoMmMBLIn osbemmgdoo 1200-1500 mganmbgo ngs.
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Stamped marks/garrisons. In 134 AD Flavius Arrian, ruler
of Cappadocia, was commissioned by Emperor Adrian (117-138) to
travel to the eastern coast of the Black Sea. He provided a descriptive
account of the situation there in his ‘Periplus’. Arrian mentions five
cohorts stationed in Apsaros. Accounts about the Roman garrison of

Apsaros are reported in other sources too. For instance, according to
the inscription discovered in Avella, near Nolla, Italy, Marcus Praeto-
rius Keller, who was awarded by Trajan for participation in the war
against Parthia (113-117), was once in charge of the coastal troops
encamped in Apsar. It is remarkable that a fragment of the papyrus
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Amddsnmo ©3Imgda
Roman stamps

of the second century which was
discovered in Faiyum, Egypt,
is written by a veteran of
Apsaros. It mentions Mar-

cial, veteran of Claudius

cohort II stationed in Apsa-
ros. Written sources and the
revealed inscriptions evidence

that the following Roman cohorts were stationed in Apsaros: auxil-
iary units of guards, so called ‘numer’-s mentioned in the inscription
from Avella; Cohors II Claudiana; Sigittarius; Cohors millitaria and
the auxiliary one of Emperor Aurelius made up of the soldiers with the
status of Civicum Romanorum.

The available data allow us to presume that the five cohorts sta-
tioned in Apsaros, named in ‘Periplus’ by Arrian, were auxiliary co-
horts rather than legionary ones. Therefore, the number of legionaries
standing in Apsaros amounted to 1200-1500.
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Terra sigillata (13-3" centuries AD)
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Red-varnished pottery
(Terra sigillata). Red-var-
nished pottery occupies an
outstanding place among the
archaeological material recov-
ered in recent years. The sam-
ples made in production centers
of the western coast of the Med-
iterranean and discovered in the
cultural layers of the first centu-
ry AD come in small numbers.
This type of pottery falls in the
group of Italian production and
dates to the first century AD.
The cultural layer of the same
epoch revealed one fragment which bears resemblance to the samples
from central Gallia and seems to be widespread in Europe. Excava-
tions in Apsaros also yielded early samples of red-varnished pottery
from Pergamon that date to the first century AD. Products from the
latter increase in number from the second half of the first century AD
and are exposed in the cultural layers of the 2nd -3rd cc even in a wid-
er range. Based on these it can be concluded that the eastern Black Sea
Coast had close political and commercial relations with both western
and eastern Mediterranean over centuries. However, these ties were
even closer with the southern Black Sea Coast.

Boogmmsznsbo 39653n3s (5b.6. I-1I1 LL)
Terra sigillata (1#-3" centuries AD)
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lamps (1*-3"¢ centuries AD)
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¢65g9da (5b.6. I-111 LL)
lamps (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Qil lamps. Bronze and ceramic oil lamps occupy a certain place
in the material. Of special importance is a tripod bronze oil lamp
which has an inscription C. COH AVR C.R. engraved on it. According
to the inscription, it becomes clear that one of the cohorts stationed at
Gonio was an auxiliary one bearing the name of Emperor Aurelius.
The majority of the oil lamps are ceramic. As is known, they were
used for lighting public, residential and other kinds of buildings. The
Roman garrison of Apsaros was supplied with this kind of products
from production centers of Asia Minor — Pergamon and Samos. The
items manufactured in Western Europe come in small numbers.

g63d980 (5b.6. I-111 LL)
lamps (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Head of a Roman legionary
(1%-2" centuries AD)

Pottery of different types. They
include jugs, small cooking pots, ampho-
ra-like miniature vessels, oinochoe, un-
guentaria, situlae, pots, lids, inkpots,
sinkers, etc.

There is a large number of luteria
which were mainly used as basins.
The majority of the luteria discov-
ered on the territory of Apsaros is
production of Sinop, while those
made in Heracleion and locally are
rather scanty.
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Lbgsabbgs Labab bas 39633035 (3b.6. I-111 LL)

Various plain wares (1%-3" centuries AD)
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bb3gsabbgs Labab Laws 3963303s (5b.6. I-111 LL)
Various plain wares (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Lbgosbbgs babab baws 39633n3s (5b.6. I-111 LL)

Various plain wares (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Lbgoabbgs bobab Laws 39633ngs (3b.6. I-111 LL)

Various plain wares (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Lb3zsabbgs babab Laws 39633033 (b.6. I-111 LL)

Various plain wares (1%-3" ccenturies AD)
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3060l 65 3900m3360 (3b.6. I-111 LL)
Glass artefacts (1*-3'¢ centuries AD)
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Glass artefacts (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Glass products. Excava-
tions carried out on the territory
of Gonio-Apsarus revealed glass
products in large numbers. They
have very special importance. It
can be claimed that no other site
of the eastern Black Sea Coast
has yielded a similar diversity
of glass artifacts of Roman peri-
od so far. They are largely dated
to different stages of the 1st -3rd
cc AD. It appears that in the first
century AD it was the products (especially mosaic and glass phialae
with vertical ribs) manufactured in the western Mediterranean that
were common in Gonio-Apsarus. As far as the glass objects of the 2nd
-3rd cc AD are concerned, they were mainly imported from various
production centers of the Mediterranean.

Bowl (1* century AD)
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Glass artefacts (1*-3" centuries AD)
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3060l 653900m3360 (3b.6. I-111 LUL)
Glass artefacts (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Coins. Among the artifacts uncovered in Gonio-Apsarus, numis-
matic ones attract special attention. The earliest of those is a denarius
minted in the name of Tiberius in Lugdunum (Gallia). The first-centu-
ry coins made in this mint are hardly found in Roman castellums of the
eastern coast of the Black Sea. Discovery of a coin minted in the name

Am3dmma Imbg§gda (3b.6. I-111 LL)
Roman Coins (1st -3rd centuries AD)

of King Agrippa I of Judea (37-44) must be considered unique. Coins
of Antioch make up early groups of Roman coins recovered at Go-
nio-Apsarus. The group of Syrian coins includes the copper one mint-
ed in the name of Titus in the city of Gadara. It is the unique find not
only in Apsaros, but throughout Georgia as well. Chronologically, it is
followed by silver and copper coins minted in Caesarea, Cappadocia.
The numismatic material of Apsaros includes denarii as well. Note-
worthy are the coins from Trapesund. Recent finds of Gonio include
a copper coin minted in the name of Gordian III in Sinop. The major-
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ity of the second-century coins are minted in Rome. However, there
are also those produced in Caesarea, the mint of east, Trapesund and
Neocaesarea. As for the third-century coins, their majority is made of
silver. They are mainly minted in Caesarea, Rome, Trapesund, Thes-

09bBnbnsbyg I (5b.6. 527-565 B6)
Justinian I (527-565 AD)

saloniki and Sinop. The discovered numismatic material dating to the
2nd -3rd cc shows that Apsaros falls in the sphere of influence of Asia
Minor, and political-economic relations are mainly directed towards
the province of Cappadocia and the cities on the southern coast of the
Black Sea.

5330 Il (1703-1730)
Ahmed I1I (1703-1730)
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5330 1l (1703-1730)
Ahmed I1I (1703-1730)

353390 11 (1808-1839 66)
Mahmoud II (1808-1839)

3933900 A530 V (1909-1918 66)
Mehmed Rashid V (1909-1918)
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39630960 @gzs@m. XVI-XVIII bb

The Venetian Ducat. 16™-17" centuries

3membyMa 3mbg§gda. bognb3d4be I (1587-1632 66)
Polish coins. Sigismund I1I (1587-1632)

3memmbyMo 3mbgBgda. brngnb3dybe Il (1587-1632 66)
Polish coins. Sigismund III (1587-1632)
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ambomb md@mb a56da (sb.6.1-11 LL)
Golden hoard of Gonio (1%-2" centuries AD)
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Gonio treasure. The treasure discovered on the slope near Go-
nio Fortress while building a road in 1974 appears to be particularly
rich. It comprises excellent samples of goldsmithery: a statue of a
naked adolescent, a fluted phiala, faceted massive bracelets, a medal-

ambomb md@mb a56da (sb.6.1-11 LL)
Golden hoard of Gonio (1%-2" centuries AD)
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lion with an image of Helios, a
plaquette depicting animal fight,
granulated buckles and those
decorated with gems and styl-
ized images of a rider, bird and
animal, pendants ornamented f
with triangles made up of gran-
ules, plaited chains, sequins,
buttons, ornamental plaques,
etc. Gonio treasure dates to the
second century AD.

ambomb mgd@mb a56da (sb.6.1-11 LL)
Golden hoard of Gonio (1%-2" centuries AD)
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Water supply system
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Water supply systems. The Roman water supply and sewerage
systems are completely distinguished and meet international stan-
dards. They fit in the general planning of the construction. A perfect

Am3sma 93mgdab Bymab GgdgMzscgda

Water reservoir from the Roman period
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well

spring with affluent discharge flowing out south of the fortress was
used for drinking water. First they built a large pool whose facade is
dressed in hewn stone, while the inner side is plastered with mortar.
No similar kind of reservoir of this period is found in Georgia. Three
rows of pipes that entered the area of the south gate were laid from the
intake structure. The territories inside the fortress and beyond seem to
be criss-crossed by water pipes. It is noteworthy, too, that the water
supply systems have been preserved in perfect condition, just like they
originally were. In this respect it does not find analogs. Generally, wa-
ter supply systems of Apsaros echo with a number of large centers of
the Classical world. It must also be noted that, like local residents, the
Romans made use of artesian wells. There are three wells of this kind
discovered on the territory of the fortress.

Arrangement of the sewerage system also met international stan-
dards. Particularly interesting materials have been discovered in the
area of the south gate and the baths.
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moombab 633900md56a (3b.6. I-111 LL)
Metal artefacts (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Metal artifacts. Metal artifacts of Roman period
(1st-3rd cc) are also found in large quantities. They
are: a miniature statue of a deer with an eagle on its
head, sculptures of a female, pigeon, etc. There are
numerous bronze and iron spoons, sack-sewing nee-
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maombab 63 3900mds60 (5b.6. I-111 LL)
Metal artefacts (1*-3" centuries AD)
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dles, oil lamps, tripods, bullae, candelabra, knives, moulds and so on.
Special interest is attracted by a statue of Serapis found together with
glassware and coins outside the south gate. It dates to the late 2nd —
early 3rd cc AD and belongs to the samples contemporary to the epoch
of the reign of Septimus Severus (193-211).

LgFs30bab Jsbws3gds (sb.6. I-111 LL)
Statue of Serapis (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Jewelry (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Ornaments. Gold, silver and bronze ornaments have been exca-
vated in Gonio-Apsarus and its environs: earrings, finger rings, rings,
breast pendants, beads, bracelets, pins, chains, fibulae, a gold diadem

and so on.

La3d 3oemgda (5b.6. I-111 LL)
Jewelry (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Lad 3oemgda (sb.6. I-111 LL) Jewelry (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Lad3smemgda (5b.6. I-111 LL) Jewelry (1#-3" centuries AD)
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Lad 3o emgda (5b.6. I-111 LL) Jewelry (1*-3" centuries AD)
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Lad 3oemgda (sb.6. I-111 LL) Jewelry (1#-3" centuries AD)
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Lad 3oemgda (sb.6. I-111 LL) Jewelry (1*-3" centuries AD)
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bsd 3oemagda (b.6. I-1I1 LL)
Jewelry (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Ls3gMbgm 036M>mgda.
30bob do@s GgMo@mmnsdy om-
dmhgbomos  Lodgy@Mbgm  ob-
0dbnmgdal  bbgomsbbgs  Labal
dsbaemgdo: mmbgdo, (3magdo, bg-
mbogMmdzozgon. gobbosnmmgdoom
gaMoRe@goob 0d3g3b obeb (396-
GO dgbabgmagmal dom(zb-
96s dbatglh 4 3mdzolb ndgdatig
& 90EMM0sDdg gombgdobsls om-
8mfgbocro  BoM3mggee  Jow-
Mol Bodmgdn,  Gm3gmdo(s
49-300g Lbgowsbbgs d(3960Mabs bo-
dmdns boMmImeagbomo, s dm-
0l 9 3@ OYmo godab.

30bob GgFaGmmosdg sbgzg
3Mo3moss  dm3mggdama  Jgab
bo3gomdabo: gmMggda, InMy-
ol gggdo, bLomgbgdo, Lodmon-
3mgdmgdo, ImMaz0 ©s o.d.

bymbagMgdgzsgzgda (sb.6. I-111 LL)
Hand mill (1%-3"¢ centuries AD)

gmibo (sb. 6. I-111 LL)
Rake (1%-3" centuries AD)
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Agricultural tools. Different kinds of tools
have been revealed on the inner area of the fortress:
hoes, axes, hand mills. Noteworthy are remains of
crops discovered during excavations on the territory
adjacent to tower N4, on the left of the main en-
trance of the fortress. They represent samples of
about 49 varieties of plants including 9 cultivated
ones.

The premises of the for-
tress also yielded stone
articles, such as shells,
sling stones, whet-
stones, stone pol-
ishes,  potter’s
hand-wheel,
etc.

ambgda (sb. 6. I-111 LL)
Hoes (1%-3" centuries AD)

92



GONIO-APSARUS

356 (33cmm336a 3mEYMgda Cereals : Jod3zgmIo(33emnsbo
bo&dseno Triticum aestivum 5.1 naked wheat—1, 2, 3 (Jmbooms bent-
daemo club wheat Tr.aestivum/ compactum Host. - 3); sbema Tr. dicoc-
cum Schubl. emmer — 4; 9@m3oM(335ems, Doben@a Tr. monococcum
L. einkorn — 5; 3om0sbdot(3gmosbo  dgéo Hordeum vulgare Lam.
distichum L. hulled barley — 6; d0dggmdsti(33mnsbo ™36 36030
Joto H. distichum var. nudum Lam. naked barley - 7; d3&os Avena sa-
tiva L. common oat - 8; 39&g30 Panicum miliaceum L. broomcorn millet
-9; 336 3mbobo 3m@ngda Pulses: dsthws Pisum sativum L. gar-
den pea - 10; mUb3o Lens culinaris Medic. lentil — 11 ; «qaéqbgmo Vicia
ervilia (L.) Willd.) bitter vetch - 12; 3s@(33mm3560 @ 356 3mbaba
3mEMgdab baMgggmagda Crop weeds: ;moggzoysbs Hordeum mu-
rinum L. mouse barley, barley grass - 13; dgemo 3o Melica nutuns L. com-
mon bent grass -14; 60356> Festuca communis (L.) Trin. rat-tail fescue
-15; ygomgemo d@bs Setaria glauca (L.) P.B. yellow bristlegrass, pearl
millet - 16; 653300 dn@bs Setaria verticillata (L.) P. Beauv. Rough
bristle-grass - 17; 39630560 (396 339ems Vicia hirsuta (L.) Gray hairy
tare - 18, omg®dm Lathyrus tuberosus L. tuberous pea, earthnut pea
— 19; yobab Ro@ab@ogs Asperula arvensis Grossh. blue woodruff -
20; gom@o Agrostemma githago L. common corncockle - 21, Jobdots
Bifora radians (wild bishop Bifora radians M.B. - 22; Jmmobs Silene
dichotoma Ehrh. Ehrh. forked catchfly -23; dga0om®o  Galium aparine
L. goose grass - 24; byg39ms ©5 3gmyca 3(396569980: Ruderals
and weeds: bmgg@os Galium tricorne Stokes. three-horned bedstraw -
25; 9bmbogs Galium mollugo L. white bedstraw, wild madder - 26;
9560l (396 339me Vicia sepium L. - 27; domol stagsgzqemo Lathyrus
odoratus L. sweet pea - 28; dobgMol boto Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop.
creeping, field thistle - 29; g6y 30 common chickweed Stellaria me-
dia (L.) Cyr. - 30; cmenen Rumex sp. Sorrel - 31; obena Carex remota
L. walter hood, fitch remote sedge - 32; m0dgmos Thymelaea passerina
(L.) Coss. & Germ spurge flax -33; ogotio 3omago Sinapis alba L.
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white mustard - 34; 83539965 Androsacea maxima L - 35; dogmots
Fumaria officinalis L. common fumitory, earth smoke - 36; doggommo Ru-
bus fruticosus Ldb. blackberry — 37; bsbgmqgdmqda spices and condi-
ments : Jobdo Coriandrum sativum L. coriander - 38; 3gmoosgo Carum
carvi . black caraway - 39.

3563356bgdnm 3(3965Mgms 65dmgda  Fossilized macroremains
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38a
T

Triticum aestivum
sl

Hordeum vulgare L.

Hordeu distichum

Avena sativa L

Pisum sativum L.

Lens culinaris Medic.
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0RAJ30NBO6&NIMN I3MId

og3Lammb3dn dgbbogmoam y3zgms ¢dsbdg I-ll bL 3mmEnamm
39693L dnsmme 3mbrggb d0bsbGoyma bobals dobamagda, Gm-

dgmoas VI'b 3ocggmo dgmambgool d938amBn 3gMommao msmowm-

0©909. 535005 bmmab@nimbolb dobgogom mobogzob 3gx8g ands-

: . *
: i vl A : ¥
30%36@0yMn g3mgab 3m@anAymo Cultural layers of the Byzantine
596930 (sb. 6. VI-VII bLL) period (6™-7" centuries AD)
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bob  333mgmgdl, amsbgbe

©d MbGn3gL Jomod sgbo-
6Bob Lognbommdo 53by-
3009396. Gmamez Robl, og3-
Lombobs ©s Lbgs doDgdals
353mygbgdocm dabsb@ngmgd-
ds VII b obobyobdo dogemo
Jmotggmolb  bemgabdnMgmo
doo@ogb. VI b-ob 30639-
mo  babggmal  (630-64066)
30babG oo Bystim (,30bdo-
G0 JOHmbogs®)  ogbamb
nopepPoin-gb mBmwgdL. sg3-
LoMb, FMmaméi  Lodbgomm
35653L 0(36mdl VII b-0b dgm-
g 6obg3olb  doDob@ngmo
36gMomo 9303067 3mbLEb-
&0bgd3memgema.
Jomadb oblgbngdl samgmsg
VIII b-0b Jotronggema 86g6aema
0mobg Ladsbobdy. X b dabob-
&ogmo  obGmMogzmbo
LEObEGNby
&0, sbabgmagdl ,03098b0bol

»oRBLaGgols

3mb-
3 goMmagbg-

30bgLb" @ ngo 3absb6B 0L
d93og9bmmdado gammagds.

30babGoMo 93mdob
ddmogto  ggb-
(30b0bs

bogdome

dgbbogmoman
boboemdo. sm8mBRbrs

9600
doo
03 g3mgal Lbgosobbgs w@ob-
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30b36@0Mn g3mgab 3m@nHymo

@96930 (3b. 6. VI-VII LL)

Cultural layers of the Byzantine
period (6"-7' centuries AD)
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0dbnmgdal Boggdmdoms bsdmgdo

5 bogongfo doboems, Mmdgmoa s
ob. 6. VI-VII bb ovoommgds. yue-
00mgdsb  0gzg3Lb  93gmmgdal,
ngmogdol,  Losddgbgdemm,
Lomgobm-dobbabdstn  396-
3030b, 3(30655boM boboMmdo
d0Rbgmmo  mobob  gModgdal,
Boogmmems 30sbo 3963030,
msobo@Mmymo dobols Labdobgdal
033mOEYmo 09 S@a0rmdM0z0
bom3mgdol 6034ydgdo. asbLsg MM g-
oo 360d3bgmmgabos odzg omdmbg-

b LE0b0sbgl (527-565 6b) dmb- 3036@0gMa 3dgmMs
“Q’a‘: 0gbGb0sbgb ( ) 8 (sb.6. VI-VII L)
389%0G- Byzantine amphora
(4"-6"™ centuries AD)

g6sdo (sb. 6. VI L)
Lamp (6™ century AD)
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EARLY BYZANTINE EPOCH

In all sections investigated in Apsaros the cultural layers of the
Ist -3rd centuries are followed by the material of Byzantine epoch,
which dates to the period following the first quarter of the 6th century.
According to Agathias Scholasticus, two murderers of King Gubaz
of Lazika — loane and Rustike were imprisoned in the jail in Apsaros.
Apparently, the Byzantines captured the whole coast of Klarjeti using
Apsaros and other basecamps at the beginning of the 7th century. The
byzantine source of the first half of the 7th century (630-640) (Chron-
icon Paschale) refers to Apsar as wopeufoin. Apsar is known as a
military camp to the Byzantine author of the second half of the 8th
century Epiphanes of Constantinople. ‘The city of Apsarea’ is also
mentioned by the eighth-century Georgian author loane Sabanisdze.
The tenth-century Byzantine historian Constantine Porphyrogennetos
names a ‘fortress of Akamps’ and considers it as part of Byzantium.

30b56§0Ma 53xmMgdab 65§ gbgda (sb. 6. VI-VII L)
Fragments of Byzantine amphorae (6"-7" centuries AD)

100



GONIO-APSARUS

Imbs030b gM33dg6@Gn (sb. 6. VI L)
Mosaic fragments (6™ century AD)

Rather thick layers of Byzantine epoch have been investigated in
the middle part of the fortress. There appeared remnants of structures
of various functions and artifacts that date to the 6th -7th cc. They
contain interesting samples of amphorae, luteria, building and house-
hold ceramics, clay oil lamps recognized as production of Asia Minor,
red-varnished pottery, imported and locally produced glass drinking
vessels. Particularly important are Justinian’s (527-565) coins discov-
ered here.
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396300196J33ITR0 3T LOISI6IIB0

XI-XV Lo 30699830 sggbacmbo dgoamgdoo Lyb@omss so-
30Lgdmmo. o 83 gdmdob gsdm3ggmomo 3HmEYOYmo RBgbgdo

— iy Y

d30b baBbsbgema (XI L)

o6 agbgzwgds. Logomomggmmb gf-
20560 Lobgm3bogmb Bom3mddbabs
5 30bo LodEgMgdal LadbMgmanbs 396
3500565(33m9d0b dgogasw sxbecm-
Lo o@3mRbs 39460l Low®Igdn ws
53009650087 dgbnbEws (30b0b Gub-
J30o. odie (30bob 3g8masmgbls
5 3030g056Mg GgfnGmMosbg 36og-
mo@ abEYYMEgds 83 gdmdol Lbgs-
obbgs @odol dgamgda. dm3mggdym
dobomgddn doMomoo  bamgobm
5 Ld3gYMBM obNIbYmgdal 3oMo-
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+1

dngod BomMdmagboma. aobbogmommgdymo saomo 30305 3939-
bobgmde-39m3069mdabmseb s 303d06gdmm mobalb 6s3900mdg8L
(d39369%0, bgmowada, Laws s IMsz35mPMs© Imdndnma gsdgdoa,
Lob3abgdo @s bLbg.). 360dz3bgmmzaba sgomo 39300 MamMbal
653900m89393L (%3600, (379mgdo s .9).

b6t

ambom-sgbs@mbab (30bab 303gd569 §gMmaGmMmasdy smdmABgbama
bagzmgbom bagmgda (XI-XIII LL)

Church inventory found on the territory of Gonio-Apsarus fortress (11"-13" centuries)
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THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES

In the 11th -15th cc Apsaros is relatively weakly developed. No
cultural layers of this period are distinguished here. As a consequence
of establishing the united Georgian state
and shifting its borders further to the south,
Apsaros appeared in the middle of the
country and, therefore, the importance of
the fortress’ function decreased. However,
various types of monuments of this epoch
are evidenced in large numbers in the vicin-
ity of the fortress. The recovered material
mainly includes household ceramics. Spe-
cial place is occupied by the pottery relat-
ed to viticulture and wine-making (pithoi,
broad-lipped jars, plain and colorfully
glazed bowls, drinking vessels, etc.). There
is a considerable number of metal artifacts
(crosses, axes, etc.) too.

3mbom-sgLa@mmbab (30bob 30dgdsmy GgMmoGmMmnsdy smdmAgbaemo
bsggmgbom bagomgda (XI-XII LL)

Church inventory found on the territory of Gonio-Apsarus fortress (11%-13" centuries)
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393 Loy 369930l 39633039ma b5350md60 (XI-XIII LL)

Medieval pottery (11"-13" centuries)
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35 bon 369930l 3963303 9ma 65 390md560 (XI-XIII LL)

Medieval pottery (11"-13" centuries)
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330060 3J5LOTV3TV6JI3N

ambomb (50bg 1547 Brmowsb 1878 Bmodwyg mb3smms bg-
mdos. (3060L M0mJ3ab yzgms Ndsbdy LB MOYdS 33 g3mgal
39O Nmo ggbgda. 83 g3mdob Boggdmdoms bsdmgdmab g-
050 (085b6m, dghgon, bobobemg, Bysmasyzsbommdsms bob@gdgdo,

F900) 36300905 doM0 S JgmemmannMa Joboma(s.
LATE MIDDLE AGES

Gonio Fortress was controlled by the Ottomans from 1547 to
1878. Nearly all the districts of the fortress revealed cultural layers of
this period. In addition to the remnants of the structures of this epoch
(bathhouse, mosque, palace, water supply systems, wells), there is rich
archaeological material as well.

RI0GFYM0 5 B05bbn. Bonsbbn, s8Dowgdmmons 3306y sboo-
ol LaBsMmBmm (396@M7ddo 0Bb0 Lo @S JMosnsadn, bemm googyHo
Robgool Lbgomsbbgs Mganmbgdnsbss dgd8m@ebomma. mfangg Go-
30l daﬁ)oando @Sﬁn@mﬁmo%a XVI-XVIII bb-00 moﬁnQQabo.

gosems (XVIIE- XVII LL.)
Bowl (17"-18 centuries )
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Porcelain and faience. The faience is made in Iznik and Kutahya,
the production centers in Asia Minor, while the porcelain is imported
from various regions of China. Both types of material found on the
territory date to the 17th -18th centuries.

Bo0g9Mabs ©s gs056bab 6365A3n Porcelain and faience
(XVI-XVII LL) (16™-18™ centuries)
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Bo0g9Mabs ©s gs056bab 6365A3n Porcelain and faience
(XVI-XVIII LL) (16™-18" centuries)
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#250g89Mabs ©5 B3056Lab 656363dn Porcelain and faience
(XVI-XVII LL) (16™-18" centuries)
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dmgogdamo 39633039, gdmga ®aNBRL Imdodyma 6565630
4360b. dsmn boboema dgdm@obomns mbdsmgonl 033gMnal Lbgs-

obbgs (396@Mgd0sb. gMo-ghmo dmsgomo (396&M0 Nbos ym-
gomoym g. 0bbogo (dggmo bogqs). gomzzgmo bobomo @sdbos-
©gdmmos  yomndal bobgzemznbdymol LodbMgm-smdmbagmagon

dmgongdnma 39653035 (XVI-XVIII LL) Glazed pottery (16"-18" centuries)
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boboemdon. gmbomb (3060 GgFnGmMnsdg Boma dgdm@obs mbdsenm
®oM0b3o3900L 3ogM bos dmdboomaym. dmdndnmo 396530300
39993 %ax8L J. LESIdmmn, Mmgdxnonmob babsbmgdn sdbs-
©g09mo 6034dgd0 J3bnsb.

dmgodam 396080 30bmeb gMmow g3b3009ds Lbgowabbgs Lab-
ol Los 39Me8035(3: 393990, Jmmbgda, o390, Jomagda, 393900,
©mdgd0, bgmaowgdn, s31Mgdo s 3Mado@gdo. abobog XVI-XVIII
LL-0ds EsMSMagdymo.

dmgodymo 39633035 (XVI-XVIII LL) Glazed pottery (16*-18" centuries)
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dmgogdamo 3965303 (XVI-XVIII LL)
Glazed pottery (16™-18" centuries)
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Glazed ceramics. The next group is composed of glazed prod-
ucts. Part of those is imported from different centers of Ottoman
Empire. The town of Iznik (ancient Nicaea) must have been one of
the most prominent centers. Part of the material is produced in the
south-eastern part of the Crimean Peninsula. They are likely to have

been brought onto the territory of Gonio Fortress by the Ottoman sol-
diers. The group following that of the glazed pottery is made up of the
samples produced in Tekfur Palace in Istanbul.

dmgodnmao 39633035 (XVI-XVIII LL) Glazed pottery (16"-18™ centuries)
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dmgodnmao 39633035 (XVI-XVIII LL) Glazed pottery (16™-18™ centuries)
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Different types of plain ceramics are evidenced together with the
glazed pottery: bread-baking dishes, pots, bowls, jars, jugs, bricks and
tiles. They are also dated to the 17th -18th cc.

Las 3gMadags (XVI-XVIII LL)
Plain pottery (16"-18" centuries)
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Radabgda. JOEMbmmmannfo s@Mgnmos mgm g 3060 bo-
dndgda (XVII L), Bommsb dgmomgdoo qadm dMmsgsmmazbmgsbos
Boogmyg30960 gm@3gda. abobo XVIII b-0b bbgssbbgs dmbs339-
@00 MMM EHdS.

Rodxbgda (XVII-XVIII LL) Pipes (17"-18" centuries)
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Smoking pipes. Chronologically, the earliest are the samples
with white fabric (17th c¢), while the red-fabric ones are found in larger
numbers. They date to different periods of the 18th century.

Rodgbgda (XVII-XVIII LL)
Pipes (17"-18™ centuries)
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moombab 6363Mdn. yzgmady sMgmmos mGo oGsmonn
omgdammon, Gm3gmog XVI b-ob | bobgzhoom memomegds. bbgs Lob-
ol 6565630bogsob ombabndbagns dMobxomb Mmwabo, dnbygomb

omdo ©s &yzoalb Rsdmbobb3gmo @ 3060b Goagmgdo. dgamdg

0©0 MomEgbmdom a3b3gds yyddstgdos, Mmgma(s ¢339 a30-
obo dnobog3969980L dmemm dmbszzgol sbabogh s meMommgds

XVIII b-0b dmem s XIX b-0b @sobobyoboor. bs3domm dMsgmawss
sdmBgbomo Lbzsabbzs Bm3al M 30bol my@L3byda(s.

mommbab 6335003360 (XVII-XVIII bb)

Metal artefacts (17"-18" centuries)
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Metalware. The earliest are two Italian alebards dated to the first
half of the 16th century. Among other types of articles noteworthy are
a bronze mortar, bronze jug
and iron crucibles for cast-
ing lead. There are plenty of
shells which represent the fi-
nal part of the late medieval
period and date to the end of
the 18th ¢ and beginning of
the 19th c. Iron nails of dif-
ferent size are also found in
great numbers.

moombab 653900md56a (XVII-XVIII bLL)

Metal artefacts (17™-18" centuries)
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