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ARCHAEOLOGY

Davip BERIKASHVILI

The Georgian National Museum, Shalva Amiranashvili Museum of Fine Art
Ne [ L. Gudiashvili St.0105 Thilisi, Georgia
E-mail: d.berikashvili@yahoo.com

ANTEFIXES AND ROOF TILES FROM THE
Samtavisi MonasTIiIC COMPLEX

Summary

Archaeological excavations carried out in Samtavisi enriched the history of the
monastic complex. An unknown basilica type church was discovered in the southern
part of the complex. Agricultural purpose buildings, an oil mill, a ceramic works-
hop,” marani’ (wine storing room) and bakeries have been studied in the eastern part
of the monastery. At the same time a bishop’s palace of the late Middle Ages and its
infrastructure were prepared for restoration.

Archaeological excavations established the following sequence of the cultural
layers on the site:

Layer I starts from the surface of the ground and dates back to the second half
of the 18 ™ and 19" centuries.

Layer II dates back to the 17" and the first half of the 18 " century.

Layer III dates back to the 15"-16 " centuries.

Layer IV (the thickest one) belongs to the developed Middle Ages and dates
back to the 11"-14 " centuries.

Layer V, which is situated under the fourth layer, belongs to the early Middle
Ages and contains the material of this period.

Archaeological material of Samtavisi site is very various and significant. It is
represented by pottery, metal tools, stone hand-mills, bones and glass. The chrono-
logical range of these artifacts is very wide.It starts from the early Middle Ages till
the 19 ™ century. It is remarkable that besides daily artifacts, building material ,roof
tiles, antefixes, bricks and ceramic tubes were discovered on this site. Significant
researches revealed that the tiles from Samtavisi belong to the different chronologi-
cal periods and they were used as a roof for different buildings united in the complex.
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The oldest are the tiles which are characterized with big sizes and are painted in red.
They have signs of antiquity and they are close to the tiles of the late antique period.
To the same period belong antefixes with a “blooming cross” on the surface. These
antefixes with roof tiles were meditated on the floor of the Samtavisi basilica, that is
why they are considered to be a part of tiled roof of the church.

Another group of roof tiles unites the samples which are characterized with big
sizes and refined shapes. These tiles find their parallels on the sites of the developed
Middle Ages and are made of very high quality clay and have Georgian Asomta-
vruli inscriptions on the surface. Some of these tiles are glazed in dark brown and
have different sizes. We think that special glazed and particularly small sized tiles
belonged to the dome of the Samtavisi church.

To the latest period belong the tiles which are glazed in blue and were found on
the floor of “marani” nearby the bishop’s palace. It seems, that “marani” was covered
with blue blazed roof tiles, as “marani” dates back to the 18 ® century, the tiles are
considered to be of the same period of time.
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Fig. 4. Brown glazed tile with a wavy surface.
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A specimen of tiled roof with tiles and antefixes.
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