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36hgoddymo

2018 Bgeml Lddgoemol Fodogmdo Batdmgdymo dhggmemmgonto Lodydomgoal
Omb, bogobhmggmmlb nbogghlodhghol boddgomeol shggmmmaontds 9gudgnEnsd
33000000030m bobols bodotbo omdmohobs. ombobadbogos, Hmad 0bdhgMaliigodmaobyto
d6mgdho, mdgmbog bogotmggmmb nbaggdbongho o bogdobmggemml 3gmbntyemo
0993300069M0b o330l 9hmgbymo bosggbhm dggmby 9mmdmogam sbm®mEogmgab,
boddg0emeools bogogmogdatols badgsboghm 33emggolbo o dobio Bydobidyemo nbgsbdhtyng-
0O960L 30bg0makgdol gnemolbdmal. sbgm qmblg, 0bodbymmo vmAdmhgbol LodgEbogthm
36083069emm0b0 300093 RO FodhnemmoL. bodo nboo gogligol 0dsbog, Gmd mgobomgols
00 9ermmdM0g0 dogmolibdggol dggas godmgmgbommos sbogmo stggmemmmgoytn Gg-
00900, 9MHIBOIHg00, idYbHgdgmos dgMmomeodsizaolbs o ghmbmemmgool Mogo
bogombgda. Loddgomol végdgmemmaondo dmbodmgtol bogydggemby Logdobmggemmls
16039Mbodhghdo oEnmos 4 553390303030 bodtmadn o gadmgggybgdnmas 20-3g
bodgEboghm LonHo.

byk.1.
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boddgomeols bogomagotol 3b60dgbgemmads badotmggemmbs o Bmaoma, 3og3sbools
oMM 00bemgol otgo véol 3bmdogmo. dgbivdsdobo, dobio Botbymobisdo 0bhghg-
bo Lbgoalbbgd Mmomdol obhmEMozmigdls my vhggmemmggdl dmEmols ymggmmgol oo
04 [doemodgoemo, 1970; dobbyemogs, 1975; dobdodg, 2007; bobodyg, 2016]. bogogmogdotdy
M9boE dMogemac oMol dgdmmbgbagmo alihmEmonmo boggomaogon, hmdemgdos 33emggols
308Mdgamgdolo o dglibogmal bodotmgdl. mydie, dom dmbol yggmoedy godmdbgymo
0000633 00003060 LORMMHN0BOIOEOM BdgHIMBY - 30O (bYH.1).

HMo0Eonmo obhmGomamornds boddgommol 3obol 0ggdol bobotg JMolbioobym
babobo o Jotmggmms gdmbodl Jotmmmbl p308d06gdL [Jotmmuol gbmghgde, 1955,
8], 308Mod MmgmmMz 73960L30gmo 33emg3900 dabEHNMYAL, gl daaMo dEY30sbl go-
(30¢Mm9000m JRMMm sy gdmdedo, 3ghdme, Jgob bobodn donmgobgdos [a60gmemos,
0gtogzodgoemo, 2018, 87]. sbgm xmbBg, sohowgmol haModhmbmosdy dGobgomb bobols
badotmbol, dolido oztMmdocmymo doEgomedymol badmgdols o bvdsdbgymo 0bggbho-
6ol 0mdmbgbs dgaemob obihmbmools Mogo bogombgdol 3bndgbgammgodb gosobggogowo-
08690l 0ygbg0l comoals Bglithogdo.

bp6. 2.
omdmhAgbo

2015-2018 bemgddo Loddgoemeol godowgmob bodb&gm bobogmdo 5 ségdgmemmaonyo
mb&Mogmo gooblbs (L. 2). mbMogmgdo gobemaggdyemos 9.6. bodgem 8dsbml bdbmgom-
dMImMbogmmgmom [0gtogadgoemo, 2018, 15] o domo 3gemggol doBobo, 0poEgMol
byGdrohoghoxgoymo by&omol ©oEagbolmab ghmo, dobom oxgsdymo 03 shggm-
mma0ogmo o shgdohgdbdytnmo bodmgdol godmgmgbss, Mmdgmms dgliobgd Ebm-
0900 Bghoemmonm Byohmgddos oEnmo [MmMdgmosbo, 1981]. ombobodbogos, O3

121



LOOT0000800 ” b go093900006 7603900009000 bodarbo9000 gpmbocvo

300ogmols Gogom Ne 69 mbMomols 33¢emggol odmmls, dobol Bgododmoob 2.45 4.
Lo3gdg godmgemabo dohmemmaoyho Jugmoll BEmegdgbho, Mog o doboligggde
303760303000 0MYdMO0L BoghMIG030 oELbhYGgdos [dgtogodgomo, 2018] (by.3).
0bgg9 360dgbgemmgebo agm Ne 60 mbdogmdo godmgemgbomo bobd&om gobocogytgdyema
bomogbm (by®. 4), 3ol 0od ol EMbgdg gobgomatgdymmo 8o bdznbggdol dmbghgools
100300myMo gobdo omdmhbo [6gMogedzomo, dodhotadg, 2019]. dyoboyanbggdols Lbm-
(9 o0, o bbgo 3Mmbhgduihgdol Jggd 3odmgmoabos Lodotmbo, Mmdgmog, HmamME 7339
0000809, 30090gmM0LY o dmgos, bdddznmol Bodbnmal dgbobgd Aggbl Botmdmeo-
3900L oghmdMogo 33¢mol o Bobsdgdomg bhodhool domomago Logebl Bathdmogagbl.

v

.bnﬁ). 3.

0mdmBgbs gozgmee, Ne 68 mb&ogmols B4-5 3gocotmondo, Gobols dgoodotoob 2,20 8,
bogmm, byemmgbo Bgtpoemoob 3o - 4.71 8 boe®3dgByg, bvaE odobatg dtgdatoizools
MMl dmobobo 1 0 ©oodgptol dgmbyg mMIml 3mbhydo (. 5). ogobs, Ghmad
mMdm hogtomo gmaoems dgo boygnbggdol 3mbhgdbdgdol J3g9d, wgagdobol Mdogm
Jobgddo 969 dnem BdGOMA0 O OMHMHTZ900LMSD ghrms dolio 0sdgHHm0 MbOMD
3odhmmAs. obg, dogomoma: 1 3gh™dy om®mdoggdol dgdwga osdghto 80-95 bsa-U,
bomemm m&mImb dotBg 30, d0Bob 8goodotocob 4.20 3 boe&3dgdy 1339 1.30 3-b vMBgge.
0Mbob0dbogno, MMI oM®mIoggdalmod ghmo dodnmmmds 39Modnzol |Gmegdgdigdo,
hmdmgooi dogo Bgodotmom, bodtnomggn 396030 YM-3dmdodmbhomyto Bmemgdo-
mo o 80880g9M0 boadgdom boboomgdme. 0gdgg, omdmBbs vbagmmgonto g3mtso-
000 300363070 dmBE oo bodhgbgdo dmbotobedm-mggs dgmgdammdol oM-
30bo, MHmBgemms 3MhgdutoEnnl dmmbos, ndxomme dom gggd, godmgmoboo sbshmdayt
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dgboblitgdodo 3gma3n vodosbols datrzbgbs egbol dgogma (Femur). dgogddbo doodgdcongmgoe,
Gmd bogddg 83gdmbos Bodatbo MmEMIML dotmBy ogzthdommym FoE3oemMgonmMmob o dobs
bodotbgyem 06396 OMmMOb. go&d0 Loglgonm aabdyM©s Lodmoobo bodtgdstoiom
bodyndomgdol 39dga, OHMEgboE, 3o0b6dnbeoo JotEaghbs 3gghwdy, dmb&Mom dmbodo o3-
Mdagmymo doEgamgdymob bgdho e bodstbgymo dabagms (y.6).

lip. 6.

bodambgyemo doliogmo

OmgmbE 000b0dbs, lodotbo MMM 3Ggdotozool hmb godmgemoboos stggmmm-
30yto doboemo, H™BgmoE do®Momes 39Modngom BoMambggos (byM.7). 39eob bob-
dols, Bgodotmols odydaggdobs o gommmdgdol dobgwgom of bbgoobbge Bmdols o
gmbdol  Modgbody dntMdgmo gobothggs, mydEy, Jhmbmmmaoydmo Hobhmgdo ygg-
s domgobolbmgoll boghmmo. 1kMsegdgbhgdol boghmm MomEgbmos bodotbood 95
96mgnemb ombggl. 83 gohoddy Moymos 0mggel, my Modgbo dnMdamo (2,3 ?) 0go
bodotbdn, 30bonAb MgbhogMoinol dmEgbo 396 o obtnmgdymo. doybyego
0d0bo, 39300, 890003060l edndoggdolio o gormtdgdol dobggom yggemes domaobo
10beMmmM3960 O 306HOMYM9dls dmyemmal smdmbogmmgm bogotmggmmb ggnobo d6nb-
Fomb boboll bodmbobmomgdle o bodotbgyem dgamgdby godmgemgboem 396Mmadngoliomob,
Gndgemmo motomog d3.6. I vmobbemgnemol dgmbdy bobgghol Loyaybggdom gobolod-
m3Mgde (L. 8). Losbemmgg goblogymtgdom mgomadnboEgdos dnddmol Bgedotols
d6030mAghmgobo m&bodgbhom 3ommMmdgdodo, MoE odoboboomgdgmos gg0obdnb-
30mb bobols 3gModogobomgols. bLodombosb dmadpnbatyg mobols bobamadol Ydtrvgmglmds
dmbogmobgbhmmygas 8godomom boloomgds. 0go dgdznmos dmModmbhomydo
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dognemo  bobdgdom, dmdgmmo dmbols bogtsg 0939, bogrogggdomss dgglgdyemo. bdo-
6o sbgmngg mEmbodgbhom dggdbogmos ggmdghtonma babggdo - bodgnmbywgdo, mm-
b3nmbggdo, HMAMydoE dggbgdymos doolbgdndo dmhogom. adsbslinomgdgmos Gy-
M09NYMo odgthboemo dmmodmbhomydo o 3ghhozomydo bodgdo o dom dmEols
069900  0o0lgdyto, dgobdglbgdn®do, hgboemo, BogBagolgdydo babgdomos o bbggom
803mygoboemo badtmnoemggo dmemgdom ool gogm®dmdgdymo (by. 9).

Lp®. 9.

30bbo3nmMgonm gytomgdel 0diggl bodotbo m&mAml dotBg eogdehg gtaols dmB-
Moomo bohgbo, tmdemaol bhomodgdnmo dmmdmbmaymo gnkmo, 1390 30oMa3901(M0
tgdgdom, gobgls, boodméb (?) gdlgogligdo (bn6.10). Boybgcoogace 0dabs, Gmad byddgoemeols
bodotbdo vMBmAgbogmo echgol BeomBmcoyemo ggtol dnlit) vbogmmals 39t dogozgemo-
90 (3b0bgoMol Bogatammols, LogobyMol gmtol, MMIdMgmMol ymbOmsabgdol, semggols
LoTotmgbals, Jmodamol bodotmgbals, dgemomgemyg I-0b, Mgeagmtgonls, dsbobols, bomy-
M0 gmmob, gro3emosbo gmtalbie s dobobgoemol ladatmgbols dolisgmgddo [B30Ebgemoy-
&0, 2005; Abramishvili, 2008; 6gdgbodg, 2011; 3306339em00, dgtgobodg, 2016; cmohgemo,
2010; 2017], 99063 30g30hb0d, M3 boddgoemnMo $ytMdgmo ghmbmemmangho Lbmmg
00 dgamgody g0dmgmgboem dg.b. Il dmolibmgymol dgmeg bobggtol dobogmgdol me-
bocMmymos.

80blo3nmgdnm bognMomgomo, ol gogho, Gma bodotbdo 39Modognem bobotdmob
960000 0B 06Bol Mhgs, MTgemoE ndteg rogmaBotgmdsdn, o3MdomYMo d-
d00bol mogmob, dobo dndemols otgdo dgdotgmds (bnk.11). 3bmdogmos, mad otgdo
0 Jobmab ogegdotgdymo Botdmaggbgdo gobbognmtgdom odsbolinsmgdgmo oym
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330000 060630mL bobolimgols o, megol dbéog, 13083060g0MEs 3839 3gEnmols ogo-
9mmmanyt 6Hb3gbo-6o6dmggbgol  [mogbgmonte, 1973, 115]. 33em930l o8 ghoddy
OO0 goadhom omdgol, my Mo Bpbdios dgmbo Lodotbdo smdmhgbogm otmdols
Ggols, 0gm 0y 060 030 oF o3Mdomymo vednsbol dotoo bogmo, oy LudotMbdo dobo
d61gdMde P308306MgdMEs 8Mbodbyemo dgtmol ngmemmanols o nmgmMmgdms Mm-
am®s gobbadmgtymo dogmenmemgdols boddmemm.

obomdmImmmgoy®o 33z

o ggmmmanyto dobogmols dglibogemals doomgmyto dodnbotgmos Lodotbdo
ddmhgbogmo dgemmgebo badmgdols sbmtmmadmemmany®o 33¢m939803. 39dm, gobolod-
m3Mo, doggoemgdynmobl bdglio, obogn, boggomol godmdbgggn d0B8g9Bo o dgemmgoba
00m3om09d0. 33eM93900L o3 9ho3ddy 1339 dgodmgds gotzzggom omdgol, Mmd doigo-
Mgonmo dodtmoomo bggbobos. gb obdyMgds MmgmME demogto s gakmg dgbzol
dgmgoom (os coxa), viggg, doboy®mo o 60b Badmbgymo bocrddgs tmogmgom (L. 12).

\

6. 12.

LOEBEHYMYLMS, ™A 3dnemydalio o Yool dgo bobogmal 3gemgged dgbodemgdemmdes dmagse
303839L08gMs ol obvgas (k. 13). Mmambs 0389 Lomgdo 300emgdol gdoemol 3839000
botolbbo dogmomgdl 080 Yoo oMoEgmMmomoym 35-00b 55 Bemodg ologdo. vdsligy
0000l 9dl gggo 3ontols dgemgddg gobgomotgdyemo dgemmgabo Bobodotgdag,
Gndemgdog LEmMgo od dbogdo ohgbl bmemdg mogl (bntk.14). dmgmbg Lptgbol bbgo
doM39Mgdn doymomydgb, gotoEgomgdsdog 0bwngon 0bdhgblont xodosntd wonznM-
030 o 0gHngmadsl 9bgmeos. 08 dbéong Loobpgtglime dolio B30g0l dgemgool dgbbogemogs,
Gndemgodos 9.8. ,,8b90600b gbgdl” gdlgoglgdosb o domo gBm®mdsEns babgtMdmogo
3bgbd9 F0mMTolmob vtol ogogdotmgdyema [Molleson, Blondiaux, 1994]. gbmdogmos, hmd
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LbmMgo dbgotmdsl p3ogdotmegos dotmdagols dgemagdols ;mMBdols dgigmeis o dlggy,
Bgemols doemgdol gn9dhgdo, Gog bbgosbbgy eegogdgdol (mbhgmotmtomo, o-
n®opo) bdoto 308980 bogde (bnk.15). 9mbodbymo dotmzghgdol sMligdmaos bodetbdo
omdmhgboem dgemmgob bodmgddyg ggodemggl bodyomgdols, gogatmoymm 0bogools
doemB900 0gdhondo o Jadm dghog, Mgy xodogyt gotgdmdn bmaMgdol bgbo.

OO A L AL
| | s | |

4|

bn6. 14.
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01330, 9bmMM3MMMaoho mgambadtmolinm yzgmaedg boobhghglm bodstbdo og3-
tdogmymo 0bognoll mogol Jogmoo, madgmos bbge Loobhghgbm oligabgdols goggmy-
dob Lodyoemgdol ggodmmgsl. gt 300093 3trgdotmoiool Mmb gobgo dgbodhbggo mogol
Joemols demoghmo gnmMmoios, Modog dobo gthdogn oddotgs godmobgos. mydis, doy-
bgogow odobo, g ot dgodemgds Aoomgaemml bogmiebemgdo domgdnem HMedZeE
bodotbdo Hodmbmemammo gggool B9dmgdggdol dggal pbeos Botdmaagbrogl (by.
16). dgmtgl dbtog, bodgzomo LogmEbemgdo domgdnem ddody HGdggdol 3goml go-
bobobogMgdl magol Joemob dgtmoxgtmogddy otbigonmo mto gtdogo bobgmdo, Grndgem-
00800 d06ggemo dolMo (3nemoe?) (bp&.17), bmemm dgmbng demoggo bogbol (bodtdmenm
3396 mbo ?) othydom b oymb godmbggnamo (. 18).

dgbedodobogo, dgodemgdo 30gokogomm, 0 9adnobols boggwomob godmadbgggo dobgdo
dglodemmo bodGmdmmm boboomols dgdo3goe ymazoemoym, mydEe, 33emg30lb o 9hoddy
o6 godmghoEbogm, hmad bogddg 33dmbogl dedoobol, bogobggdm, go®mzggnmo bobals
Godyoemyt dmagnbgdolbmebsg.

oliggbo

bodgoemEOL 3000 3300606 0bFdML bobol Ludotmbals vdmhgbs doemBgco 360dgbg-
emgoboo o dgamoll dgtmomeobogoo-ghmbmmmaools bogombgdol goosdmgodsls
dmombmgli. ogobs, Mmad gg0obo o gobgomomgdnmo dyo bongnbggodol dgbmdo-
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Summary

The multilayered archeological complex of Samshvilde is situated in southern Georgia, in
the region of Kvemo Kartli. It is often considered one of the most important historical sites in
the region. It is located on the basalt promontory located at the confluence of the Khrami and
Chivchava rivers, which was a convenient location during the Middle Ages. According to various
Georgian historical traditions, the founding of Samshvilde Saeristao (feudal unit) is related to
King Parnavaz, although the latest archeological findings confirm that Samshvilde and its nearby
territories were already used by humans in the Neolithic Era.

In 2012, the University of Georgia established a long-term project focusing on archaeological
and interdisciplinary research of the site. The project is still in progress and in the frame of that
project, systematic archaeological excavations are conducted inside the Citadel walls — the main
fortification system of the city.

During the field season in 2018 a notable discovery took place in the trench #68 of the citadel.
Under the archaeological contexts of late and high medieval centuries a burial cist from the Late
Bronze-Early Iron Age appeared, located at a depth of nearly 5 meters below ground surface.
During excavation of the burial black polished fragments of pottery decorated with various geo-
metric motifs were discovered. Horizontal and vertical lines, zig-zag lines, concentric circles and
inscribed notches are among these motifs, but the most characteristic is a large sherd of a jug
with a zoomorphic handle representing a wild goat (Capra aegagrus) or Caucasian tur (Capra
caucasicus) with prominent horns.

This type of pottery is well known for Late Bronze-Early Iron age sites of Eastern Georgia
such as: Tskhinvalis Natsargora, Satsikhuris Gora, Ghrmaghelis Kurgans, Phlevis Semetery,
Qobalas Cemetery, Meligele — |, Treligorebi, Dmanisi, Tsiteli Gora, Grakliani Gora and Mad-
nischalis Cemetery; and date to the second half of the second millennium B.C. We therefore
estimate the date of this Samshvilde funeral pottery and the burial to be 13-11 cc B.C.

A preliminary study of the skeletal remains and the mortuary context indicate this is a primary
individual burial of an adult male in a typical semi-flexed position. Other than pottery, the only
grave good is the antler of a fallow deer (Dama dama), which makes this grave significantly less
richly adorned than other male burials of its time. Sharp- and blunt-force trauma wounds are vis-
ible on the skull, indicating this male was involved in warfare, interpersonal violence, or a ritual
killing. Osteological markers also suggest this male was a habitual horse-rider.
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List of lllustrations
(Illustrations by D. Berikashvili & Is. Coupal)

Samshvilde citadel. View from West. 2018.

Archaeological trenches inside Samshvilde citadel. 2018.

Fragment of hydrological network in trench Ne 69. Samshvilde citadel.

Room in the trench Ne 60. Samshvilde citadel.

Pit contours in the trench Ne 68. Samshvilde citadel.

6. Burial in the trench Ne 68 with the human remains.

7-10. Fragments of pottery from the burial. Trench Ne 68.

11. Antler inside the burial chamber.

12. Pronounced brow ridge suggesting male sex of the individual.

13. Maxilla and upper dentition with heavy occlusal wear.

14. Right femur with enthesophytic “spicule”.

15. Thoracic vertebra with advanced osteoarthritis (macroporosity) on the right inferior articular facet.
16. Skull with taphonomic (post-mortem) deformation.

17. Skull with sharp-force wound trauma on the right parietal and frontal bones.
18. Skull with blunt-force trauma on the left parietal bone.
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