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Archaeological excavations in Samshvilde in 2017

Summery

In 2017 Samshvilde Archaeological
Expedition of the University of Georgia
renewed the field archaeological works on
two sections of the city-site — Samshvilde
citadel and near Sioni cathedral [Berikash-
vili; Grigolia..., 2017]. In parallel to the ex-
peditions, palynological [Kvavadze, 2017],
archaeobotanical [Mueller-Bieniek 2017]
and anthropological surveys [Coupal, 2017]
were conducted.

Prior to commencement of the field
works, the sections which had to be ex-
cavated within the timeframes defined by
the plan were precisely identified, in par-
ticular: trenches N°60, Ne67, N°68 and N°69
in the citadel and trenches N8 and O17 of
Sioni sections. The outcomes obtained at
this stage of the research and the conclu-
sions made on the basis of the archaeolog-
ical material are presented in this article.

Preliminary outcomes of archaeological
works conducted in the citadel in 2017

It is possible to make the following con-
clusions as a result of archaeological sur-
veys in Samshvilde citadel at this stage or
research.

In trenches No. 60, 67, 68 and 69, the
cultural layer of the late medieval peri-
od containing remnants of buildings and
structures of the same period is located at
the depth of 20-30 cm under the grass lay-
er. It is presented by “pavement” arranged
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with ashlars and walls of various thickness.
The wine-cellar discovered in trenches No.
67 and 68 must also belong to the same pe-
riod.

* The layer and the ruins of the late me-
dieval period are replaced by a thick layer
of the developed medieval period in all four
trenches. This layer contains three con-
struction horizons (plastered floor levels
of the rooms) and levels. This layer starts
at the depth of 80-90 cm from the ground
surface and according to the present data,
spreads to the deepest level -2.40 m. In the
trench No. 68 it is presented by a strong
cultural layer, while in the trench No. 69
— by stone mortar thick wall and the room
under which the water system is arranged.

* The rounded-modified basalt boulders
discovered in the trench No. 68 and the
thick mortar plastering observed at their
level must be indicative of existence of a
large structure in Samshvilde citadel in the
developed medieval period. Stratigraphi-
cally, middens where black glossy ceramic
fragments of the Bronze period were dis-
covered are placed under this level.

*+ The black glossy ceramics discovered
in middens on which triangles and geomet-
ric figures are drawn by pounced ornament
must be indicative of existence of cultural
layers earlier than the medieval period on
the territory of Samshvilde Cape. Several
fragments are distinguished in the black
glossy ceramics which are almost identical
to the Middle Bronze era ceramics discov-
ered in Trialeti and Zurtaketi barrows and



date back to the first half of the II millen-
nium BC. [Japaridze, 1991].

* Ceramics is the leading material in the
material of the developed medieval period.
It includes both ceramic products (tiles,
brick, water pipes) and tableware. The lat-
ter is presented by glazed and simple frag-
ments among which the ceramics glazed
in various colors and straw-colored thin-
walled drinking vessels are important for
identification of the period.

* It should also be mentioned that on the
whole area of excavations, the number of
obsidian fragments and flakes is reduced at
the depth and is almost not found at the
depth of 2.30-2.50 m. At the same time,
their quantity under the grass layer, near
the ground surface was almost equal to the
quantity of ceramics of the developed me-
dieval period. Such reduction of obsidian
fragments and flakes at the depth requires
further observation and analysis.

Summary of excavation works conduct-
ed on Sioni section in 2017

* Survey of trenches N8, O8 and O17
has strengthened the opinion about exis-
tence of a special “ground” made of mortar
and clay to the north of Samshvilde Sioni
cathedral during the period of its func-
tioning. We still consider that the above
“ground” levelled the uneven surface of the
basalt rock on the one hand and organized
the adjacent area of the temple on the oth-
er hand.

* The trace of intensive life to the north
of Samshvilde Sioni cathedral is confirmed.
It is reflected in the middens and the thick
cultural layer discovered here. The materi-
al obtained from middens and the cultural
layer allows us to assume that discovery
of immovable layers of various phases of
three different historical periods - Stone
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Age, Bronze epoch and medieval period is
expected on this section of the city-site.

* The burial grounds discovered in
trenches studied to the north and the
north-east of the cathedral on Sioni section
stratigraphically belong to the late medi-
eval period and may represent the burial
grounds of Samshvilde citizens punished
during one of invasions to Samshvilde (in-
vasion of Jahan Shah in 1440). At this stage
of the research it may be said that Samsh-
vilde burial mound of the late medieval pe-
riod covers the territory to the north and
north-east of Sioni Cathedral and surveys
must continue in this direction to identi-
fy the burial mound dissemination borders
and at the same time, discover historical
objects of earlier period located under it.
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