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RESULTS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PALYNOLOGICAL
STUDIES OF DODORKA MONASTERY

GIA MAXARADZE, DAVID BERIKASHVILI, ELISO KVAVADZE

Dodorka Monastery

e is one of the most in-

teresting cave com-

plexes in the Davidgareji desert. The ar-

chaeological and palynological studies of

this cave complex began in 2010. After two
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years of excavations very valuable archae-
ological materials were discovered, which-
-according to similar artifacts from Thbilisi,
Dmanisi and Rustavi-—-date to the 12th and
13th centuries A.D.

Excavations were carried out in three differ-

ent sections of the complex. The first and
most important was Holy Father Dodo’s
Church cut in the rock massive that dates
back to the Early Middle Ages of Georgia.
The grave of the Holy Father, as well as a

water collection system with reservoirs
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and a tunnel leading to the lower terrace
have been studied. After excavations in
this section, they continued on the central
part of the monastery, where the fortified
stone gate, defense tower with walls and
the small hall-type chapel were examined.
The gate and defense system date to the
Late Middle Ages of Georgia, and the small
chapel dates to the Early Middle Ages.

The most important discovery was made
in the third section in 2011, when a huge
dome-type church was discovered in the
rock massive at the very western sector of
the monastery. No written sources or pale-
ographical inscriptions have ever men-
tioned this church, which had filled with
earth and stones that had accumulated
here over the centuries. Although there
were few archaeological artifacts, it was
obvious that the “Golden Age”of Dodorka
Monastery can be estimated as around the
11th and 12th centuries. Beginning with
the 13th century the climate became drier
and mean temperatures rose. According to
palynological investigations by E. Kvava-
dze, the warmer and more humid climate
of the region differed greatly in the Early
Middle Ages from the present. Broad-leaf
trees and alder forests had grown previ-
ously, facilitated by a mild and humid cli-
mate. Today, as with all of Gare Kakheti,
alder forests no longer grow as the climate
has become drier. Although the summers
were hotter in the Early Middle Ages, they
were not as dry as today. Indeed, it was a
climate where it was possible to cultivate
olive trees.

Pollen materials from the church in the
third section show that in the 12th century
the climate in Udabno Gareji began chang-
ing. It was not as warm as in the Early Mid-
dle Ages, yet still remained humid. Clergy-
men could not cultivate olives anymore
and began farming and cultivating walnut,

hazel and vine gardens. Evidence of cattle-

breeding was found in what were natural
landscapes of forest-steppe vegetation.
Forests consisted of pine, hornbeam and
oak, as the alder woods began to disap-
pear rapidly. The floor of the third section
church had been composed of wood, as
many microscopic cells of wood, including
pine cells, were found.

The study of the buried alluvial soil in the
church revealed that by the end of the
13th century, and over the next two cen-
turies, the life of the church gradually de-
creased, much like in all of Udabno Gareji,
as the climate had become extremly dry.
The Dodorka Monastery is one of the most
interesting cave complexes in the David
Gareji desert. The archaeological and pa-
lynological studies of this cave complex
began in 2010. After two years of excava-
tions very valuable archaeological materi-
als were discovered, which—-according to
similar artifacts from Tbilisi, Dmanisi and
Rustavi—date to the 12th and 13th centu-
ries A.D.

Excavations were carried out in three differ-
ent sections of the complex. The first and
most important was Holy Father Dodo’s
Church cut in the rock massive that dates
back to the Early Middle Ages of Georgia.
The grave of the Holy Father, as well as a
water collection system with reservoirs
and a tunnel leading to the lower terrace
have been studied. After excavations in
this section, they continued on the central
part of the monastery, where the fortified
stone gate, defense tower with walls and
the small hall-type chapel were examined.
The gate and defense system date to the
Late Middle Ages of Georgia, and the small
chapel dates to the Early Middle Ages.

The most important discovery was made
in the third section in 2011, when a huge
dome-type church was discovered in the
rock massive at the very western sector of

the monastery. No written sources or pale-
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ographical inscriptions have ever men-
tioned this church, which had filled with
earth and stones that had accumulated
Although there
were few archaeological artifacts, it was
obvious that the “Golden Age”of Dodorka

here over the centuries.

Monastery can be estimated as around the
11th and 12th centuries. Beginning with
the 13th century the climate became drier
and mean temperatures rose. According to
palynological investigations by E. Kvava-
dze, the warmer and more humid climate
of the region differed greatly in the Early
Middle Ages from the present. Broad-leaf
trees and alder forests had grown previ-
ously, facilitated by a mild and humid cli-
mate. Today, as with all of Gare Kakheti,
alder forests no longer grow as the climate
has become drier. Although the summers
were hotter in the Early Middle Ages, they
were not as dry as today. Indeed, it was a
climate where it was possible to cultivate
olive trees.

Pollen materials from the church in the
third section show that in the 12th century
the climate in Udabno Gareji began chang-
ing. It was not as warm as in the Early Mid-
dle Ages, yet still remained humid. Clergy-
men could not cultivate olives anymore
and began farming and cultivating walnut,
hazel and vine gardens. Evidence of cattle-
breeding was found in what were natural
landscapes of forest-steppe vegetation.
Forests consisted of pine, hornbeam and
oak, as the alder woods began to disap-
pear rapidly. The floor of the third section
church had been composed of wood, as
many microscopic cells of wood, including
pine cells, were found.

The study of the buried alluvial soil in the
church revealed that by the end of the
13th century, and over the next two cen-
turies, the life of the church gradually de-
creased, much like in all of Udabno Gareji,

as the climate had become extremly dry.
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