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NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES

IN ALAVERDI

GIORGI MAKHARADZE
DAVID BERIKASHVILI

| n Monastery complex. Over three

periods work was conducted in the Monas-

tery yard and the Church interior, near the

2010 archeological excavations

were carried out in the Alaverdi

grave of the Syrian Father, Saint Joseph.
While examining the monument’s stratigra-
phy, impbrtant information came to light.
The 1st construction horizon of the church
imterior corresponds to the #1 cultural layer in
the yard of the monastery, dated as the sec-
ond half of the 18th c and 19th ¢, based on ar-
cheological materials found. When removing
the “platform” while examining a hexagonal
bick floor located under the 1st construction
horizon, two steps leading down were discov-
er=d, which had been gradually covered over
fy the platform.

The £2 cultural layer belongs chronologically
m the second half of the 15th ¢ and corre-
sponds to the 2nd construction horizon in the
yard of Alaverdi Cathedral. The gate of the Ala-
werdi Monastery complex with its bell-tower,
high palace” and large frater—as well as the
dome of the Cathedral from the 11th ¢, theen-
e facade of the north branch and the adjoin-

ing hall church—also date from the second
half of the 15th c. The wine cellar to the north-
west of the hall church, closely adjoining it, as
well as the wine-press facilities located on the
9th -10th c defense tower belong to the same
period.

The oldest dating for the 3rd construction ho-
rizon is the decade of the 1030s, with the #3
cultural layer in the church yard, dated at 11th
to 13th cc, and synchronious to it. Glazed crock-
ery of various colors was found throughout this
layer of a former settlement. There are also
samples characteristic of the previous period,
the 9th and 10th cc. The #3 cultural layer was
found directly over the wall and structures of
the older period. It is most probable that their
ruins were visible in the High Middle Ages.

To determine the date of the 4th construction
horizon, archeological excavations in the 16th
¢ hall church near the north facade of Alaverdi
Cathedral proved decisive. Under its founda-
tion, an even older hall church of nearly the
same size was discovered, strengthened with
counterparts. The face of the north branch of
Alaverdi actually rests on its south wall and

stratigraphically refers to the 4th construction

horizon. Selected oblong boulders that were
characteristic of Early Middle Age monuments
in Kakheti, were used in the wall masonry.
The structures of the 4th construction horizon
identified in the Alaverdi Cathedral and yard
correspond to the period of the Kakheti prin-
cipality in the 9th and 10th cc. The walls of
the 9th — 10th c complex and its mortar floor
are located on the oldest — 5th construction
horizon—in Alaverdi. This permits dating to
an even earlier period. Importantly, ceramic
fragments with a glossy orange surface found
here were common in East Georgia in the 8th
and 9th cc..

Archeological excavations carried out in the

Alaverdi Monastery complex confirm informa-

tion from Georgian written sources on the ac-
tivities of the Syrian fathers. The “Conversion
of Kartli"relates the beginnings of the struggle
for restoration of nationhood and the revival
of Christianity. The Syrian fathers, supported
by the lords, were the leaders of an ideologi-
cal struggle. By the end of the 6th c this pro-
cess led to the liberation of East Georgia, the

restoration of nationhood and the victory of

Christianity.
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