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ON THE CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATION OF ONE FORGOTTEN SYMBOL
( Hare as an Hierophany)

The article discusses a half forgotten symbol of hare in which different kinds of
themes and motifs are amalgamated. It is assumed, that in prechristian times the
mentioned symbol kept its lunar character and as such had a variety of meanings
in which its fecundity was one of the most important. In this symbol various levels
of cosmic life fit together ( hare — moon — woman, etc.,) i.e. it manifests the "liv-
ing reality” of life, that renews itself periodically. Hence it indicates to the time that
ever returns.

In Early Christian beliefs it changes its meaning radically. Now it points to the new
times and new values. Its main characteristics becomes vigilance and watchfulness.
On the one side it is the metaphor of rightous man, which partakes of the eternal
Spring of Life (comp. the complex “the hare eats the grape™ with the complex “the
deer partakes of the waters of the well”, which to my mind express the same idea
of Communion) and on the other side it is the symbol of Ressuraction. This com-
plicated zoomorphic symbol found abundantly in Early Christian churches of north-
ern Syria and historic Tao- Klarjety is treated and considered in this light.
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