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loseb Megrelidze - an Honored Scientist

An honored scientist, PhD, professor, teacher and well-known public
figure, Joseph Megrelidze was "the chronicle" of the sciences of XX century
Kartvelology and a person of rich biography. He was the eye-witness of the
number of Georgian philologists and historians, who had made even the
slightest contribution to the scientific development of linguistics, literature,
folklore and other related areas. He actively participated in scientific
forums. On his initiative, lots of important activities were launched. Joseph
Megrelidze wrote more than 30 monographic works, scientifically prepared
and published texts, scientific articles, reviews and publicistic letters
published on the issues of public problems. Ioseb Megrelidze is the author
of numerous papers published on the issues of Georgian, Dagestanian and
Dido languages, Rustvelology, Georgian literature, Georgian and Caucasian
folklore, ethnography, archeology and epigraphy, which denotes his wide
interests. All of these activities would have been impossible without his
deep knowledge and thorough education. His works were published in
Georgian and Russian languages and most of them were translated and
published in French, Abkhazian, Armenian, Ukrainian, Adighe, Ossetian
and other languages. The researcher thoroughly discussed every issue and
problem. In fact, he continued the tradition of his predecessor scientists
and studied the problems of Kartvelology, related to various fields of
Caucasology, which had added more value to his scientific heritage.

Ioseb Megrelidze is among the 500 scientists of the world in the book,
published by the American Biographical Institute. In 1992, he was
denominated as the "Caucasian Patriarch" at the symposium of Caucasiolo-
gists.

Ioseb megrelidze was born on April 9, 1909, in Khidistavi (Chokha-
tauri region). His father, Barthlome Megrelidze was a well-known teacher
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and public figure, who was the initiator of opening various schools in
Adjara and Artvini regions. He had also made a considerable contribution
to the foundation of Saingilo schools (Saingilo - currently part of
Azerbaijan, populated by the ethnic Georgians - Ingiloi). In 1925 and1926,
he worked and founded 26 schools there. Young Ioseb Megrelidze, who
was not even 18 years old, followed in his father's footsteps and had been
working as a teacher for a year in Saingilo, before enrolling in the State
University. His father took too much effort to promote his educational and
pedagogical work.

After graduating from the Institutes in Poti and Khidistavi, loseb
Megrelidze enrolled in Pedagogical faculty of Thilisi State University (in
the department of Linguistics and Literature). He successfully graduated
from the above mentioned University and was sent to Leningrad (St.
Petersburg) to continue post-graduate studies. In 1931-1935, he was a post-
graduate student of the Institute of language and thoughts at the USSR
Academy of Sciences. The following academicians Sergi Jikia, Shota
Dzidziguri, Georgi Tsereteli, I.Vekua, Victor Kupradze, and professors:
Sergi Jghenti and Georgi Kharatishvili studied with him in Leningrad. In
the 30s of the XX century, the Georgian post-graduate students were called
a new generation of the «Tergdaleulebi» (a group of Georgian students,
who returned from study in Russia and began to formulate and promote a
national rather than sub-national identity). Each one has made a major
contribution to the development of Georgian science and scientific
thoughts in general. After graduating from his post-graduate studies, Joseph
Megrelidze had lived in Leningrad (Russia) for some time and continued
his scientific work. In 1935-1939, he worked first as a junior and then as a
senior scientist of the Institute of language and thoughts at the Academy of

Sciences.
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Ioseb Megrelidze submitted his thesis on the following topic: "Laz and
Mingrelian Dialects in Gurian" to obtain his candidate's degree of sciences
in the field of linguistics, and defended it in 1935, in Leningrad. The
relationships between Georgian and Kartvelian dialects and specific
features were discussed and studied in the above mentioned paper.
Scientific research has revealed that the lower Imeretian dialect is closer to
the Mingrelian one, and Gurian and Adjarian dialects are closer to the Laz
ones. The paper discusses their toponyms and analyzes their etymology.
The researcher discussed specific linguistic issues in the following works:
"Possessive Case of the Surnames with -dze Suffixes in West Georgia", "The
Women's Surname Endings in South Caucasian Language and Folklore",
“The Place for Continuous and Subjunctive Forms in the Series of Time of
the Georgian Verbs", etc. The monograph about I.Gogebashvili's relations
to the Georgian language should be pointed out: "lakob Gogebashvili and
the new Georgian language" Tb. Education, 1988, which consists of 234
pages and was published twice. An invaluable contribution of Iakob
Gogebashvili, Georgian public figure and founder of the Georgian
Pedagogy, to the introduction and establishment of the Georgian language
in schools and public life, is fundamentally disclosed in the above
mentioned paper, as the political and public life of the XIX century Georgia
and the regime of the Russian Empire had affected the lives of Georgians. It
should be noted that Caucasiologists and linguists appreciated loseb
Megrelidze's works, because he was one of the first researchers, who scien-
tifically studied Daghestanian language groups, Dido and closely related
languages. He also made a considerable contribution to the Ibero-Caucasian
studies and the development of linguistics.

While studying in Leningrad, Ioseb Megrelidze got acquainted with
local scientists and postgraduates. He was closer especially to academician
Niko Mari and he lived with his family for a certain period of time until his
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death. He was Niko Mari's learned secretary and the relationship between
the teacher and the student was very friendly. Ioseb Megrelidze expressed
his great respect and love for his teacher till his death. He had worked hard
to study Niko Mari's archive, arranged the unpublished materials, prepared
for publication and in 1940, Niko Mari's paper - "The language History of
Abkhazia" - was published. In 1940, he published a description of the Geor-
gian Manuscripts of Sina Mountain compiled by Niko Mari during the
scientific mission, but the scientist had not published it.

Ioseb Megrelidze took part in the publication of Iuri Mari's papers. At
different times, their joint work - "A handbook for Authors and Type-set-
ters of Oriental Scripts" was published four times. In 1980, Ioseb Meg-
relidze published Iuri Mari's, Konstantin Chaikin's and his own
correspondence (275 pages) about Iranistics and Kartvelology.

After returning from Russia, Ioseb Megrelidze worked as an associate
professor and head of the department of Georgian-Armenian-Azerbaijani
Languages at Pushkin State Pedagogical Institute in 1939-1942. At the same
time, he delivered lectures in Georgian and Russian departments of Gori,
Tskhinvali and Sukhumi Pedagogical Institutes. Obviously, such an
intensive scientific and educational work needed a great effort. It was not
easy to travel from the capital to other cities of Georgia to give lectures, but
his loyalty and love of the country, thirst for teaching and training young
scientists facilitated his hard life. Despite such a devoted work, loseb
Megrelidze and other well-known figures - Mose Gogiberidze and Mikheil
Zandukeli were exiled to Kazakhstan in 1942-1947, according the decision
and decree of Moscow's Special meeting («Oco6oe coBewanue»). They were
in "free exile" there. Ioseb Megrelidze worked as an inspector of the
department of education in Chkalov district. He also taught the Russian
language, geography, history and the Constitution of the USSR. In 1947, he
returned to Georgia and re-started the scientific and pedagogical work in
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Gori, Tskhinvali, Sukhumi and Thilisi pedagogical Institutes. He was also a
lecturer of the Georgian Shota Rustaveli Theatre Institute.

Ioseb Megrelidze was a versatile scientist and public figure. The
interests of the country were above everything for him. He was the fighter
for national interests and soul of the country and he had proved it not
once. During mound excavations in Dagestan, in 1939, he discovered 50
bronze figures of BC.IV-III millennium. The government of Daghestan
wanted to leave them in Daghestan, as they were discovered there; Le-
ningrad also demanded them, as they financed the expedition. Ioseb
Megrelidze handed the items, the exhibits of Georgian culture, to
Historical and Ethnographic Museum of Gori.

After returning from exile, since 1948 Ioseb Megrelidze had looked for
the Liakhvi gorge antiquities. At that time, the monuments and graves had
no Ossetian inscriptions. All the inscriptions were Georgian. In general, it
should be noted that the inscriptions and graves, fortified city infrastruc-
tures along with the churches are granted with enormous importance for
the identification of this or that areas. Accordingly, the historical data
preserved in Tskhinvali region, Liakhvi and Ksani gorges are of great
importance, because the inscriptions, graves, temples and castles define the
identity of any region. And the enemy tried to destroy exactly this
historical evidence. In these areas, part of the inscriptions was ravaged by
Ossetian separatists. The monuments of Liakhvi were destroyed at the same
time. Ioseb Megrelidze submitted his statement to the government Insti-
tutions to save the antiquities to attract their attention. In 1975, Ioseb
Megrelidze submitted a book about the Georgian antiquities of Liakhvi
gorge to the publishing house "Iristoni". But the director of the publishing
house, G.Basaev returned the book to the author to change the title.
Ossetian government that was supported by the Soviet government, de-
manded to rename the book and give it the following title: "South Ossetian
Antiquities", but the author refused to do it, which was fair enough. The
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first part of this book was published in 1984 by the publishing house
"Georgia" under the title - “Liakhvi Gorge Antiquities". The second part
was published by Megrelidze’s son Gubaz, after the death of Ioseb
Megrelidze. In general, it should be noted that Ioseb Megrelidze researched
cultural and historical relations between Georgians and Ossetians, analyzed
rich materials, which he had gathered during his travels for studying
folklore, language, material culture and history. During his scientific
expeditions in Shida Kartli region, he collected and recorded historical
narratives, stories, episodes depicting customs and manners. He paid
attention to the data regarding the works of local writers memorized by
people. In fact, he collected a variety of verbal material.

Since 1959, loseb Megrelidze had first worked in the department of old
Georgian literature, and then, as a senior scientist in the department of
Rustvelology, on the initiative of Giorgi Leonidze, director of Shota Rus-
taveli Georgian Literature Institute at the Georgian Academy of Sciences.
He was also a scientist consultant of the Institute, and the member of
Scientific and Dissertation Councils. Ioseb Megrelidze guided postgra-
duates, Georgian and foreign students, who were seeking candidate's and
doctoral degrees. He helped many young researchers to conduct scientific
activities. He was an opponent of those postgraduates and at the same time
objective evaluator of their scientific papers.

Ioseb Megrelidze's works in Rustvelology should be separately
emphasized. He made a considerable contribution to the development of
the field of ancient literature. During Ioseb Megrelidze's life and work in
Leningrad, it was decided to celebrate the 750th year anniversary of the
creation of "The Knight in the Panther's Skin". He actively participated in
the anniversary events in Leningrad, Moscow, Kiev, Yerevan, Baku and
Central Asian cities, in 1936-1937. He was a Scientific Secretary of Shota
Rustaveli first Academic Committee; he actively participated in the 800th
anniversary of the birth of Shota Rustaveli, which was celebrated by the
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Georgian people in 1966. It had a great resonance worldwide. This has
prepared the basis for him to actively work on the problems of Rustve-
lology and publish scientific works. In 1960-1967, he was a Scientific
Secretary of the Institute of literature series "Rustaveli Researches". It
should be especially noted that Ioseb Megrelidze gave consultations to
many foreign translators, in particular, Nikoloz Zabolotski, Dimitri Gulia,
Boris Gaponov, Georgi Bestauti, Elena Tarlovskaia, Boris Bric, Manoli
Mitapidi, Ipei Phukuro, Salikh Gurtuev, Zuber Tkhagazitov and others.
There are rich library and archival materials in his library, he had various
publications of "The Knight in the Panther's Skin", including several
unique editions of Shota Rustaveli's poem.

During the scientific field-expeditions, Ioseb Megrelidze gathered
diverse and rich verbal materials about the biography and poem of Shota
Rustaveli and the period of Tamar the Great (the Queen of Georgia). The
materials were scientifically studied and consequently, the monograph -
"Rustaveli and Folklore" was published in 1960, in English and Russian
languages. In 1961, Ioseb Megrelidze presented this work to the Council of
the Institute of Asian People (the so-called Security Council) at the USSR
Academy of Sciences and gained a PhD degree. Stories and legends on
Shota Rustaveli and his poem are collected and analyzed in the monograph,
but the question of the poem’s originality is discussed beside other issues;
traces of Rustaveli's poetic aphorisms are revealed in folk-lore; The roles of
magical tale, folk traditions and legends are specified for determining the
structure, composition, artistic and expressive means of Shota Rustaveli's
poem. Later, in 1970, he published the second most important monograph -
"Rustvelologists”, which displays the merits of Georgian and foreign
scientists in research and study of the problems of Rustaveli from the
period of Vakhtang the sixth to the early 70s of the XXth century.

It is known that Rustvelology is one of the oldest fields in the study of
literature, which is more than three centuries old. Accordingly, a large
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amount of scientific literature has been collected. Most of them belong to
bibliographical rarity. That is why Ioseb Megrelidze decided to publish so
many volumes of books in Rustvelology. Their scientific value is obvious, as
they have facilitated the works of researchers and individuals, who were
interested in the problems of Rustvelology.

Ioseb Megrelidze published scientific studies on the issues of defining
the text and vocabulary of Shota Rustaveli's poem. In particular, he
discussed the following vocabulary: an Anvil of Soft Lead, Persian tale,
translated, a rare and exquisite pearl, rolled on the palm of the hand, (go6-
©omgds, bgerdddbgero, @odstmmgds, 900, bgdo, Jsbgdo om wsdsHBdsby-
00, JNOGHSILINOGS3T, 396190530/B535M505390s, FMIFTd60/155FmFDoby-
00, 3530 Pymobs, moyzmds/gomsyngom) etc. He expressed his opinion
about the panther's poetic understanding, as there are different consi-
derations with regard to the above mentioned issue in scientific literature.
Ioseb Megrelidze's opinion was accepted by the Commission of the 800th
anniversary of Shota Rustaveli.

Ioseb Megrelidze paid attention to the old literary heritage of Georgian
writers of the XIX and XX centuries. When he was young, he published
unknown poems of Saiatnova (poet and singer). He also published essays as
separate books on the basis of materials discovered in the old Georgian
depositories. The books were related to the following writers, poets and
public figures: Chola Lomtatidze, Egnate Ninoshvili and the Gugunavas. He
published scientific articles about Vazha-Pshavela, Lev Tolstoy, Mikheil
Javakhishvili, Galaktion Tabidze, Giorgi Leonidze, Shalva Nutsubidze and
others. Moreover, Ioseb Megrelidze often participated in international
forums, conferences and scientific sessions in our country and abroad.

Ioseb Megrelidze's merits with regard to the publication of his prede-
cessors' heritage should be especially noted. He made a considerable
contribution to the publication of scientific works of lustin Abuladze,
Vukol Beridze, Mose Gogiberidze, Sargis Kakabadze, Solomon Iordani-
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shvili, Jemal Nogaideli and others. Such collections turned out to be 35.
Each of them has hard-covers. Those, who have prepared such works for
publication, can imagine how hard the editor worked. He has published
scientific papers and memories about the following prominent people:
Sandro Akhmeteli, Leon Melikset-Beg, Alexandre Svanidze, Ivane
Meshchaninov, Victor Nozadze, Kalistrate Salia, Grigol Peradze, Iaromir
Iedlichka, Rene Laponi, Hans Vogt, Ioseb Orbeli and others.

Ioseb Megrelidze's relationship with Ekvtime Takaishvili should be
specially emphasized. He got in contact with him through Niko Mari. Emi-
grated Ekvtime Takaishvili was in an acute need of information, in
particular, what books were published in Georgia and Niko Mari demanded
loseb Megrelidze to send books. His former student Irodion Songulashvili,
his old friend Niko Mari and loseb Megrelidze, who was Niko Mari's
student, and other scientists often sent books to him for his research. Ioseb
Megrelidze used to visit Ekvtime Takhaishvili to help him in his scientific
activity. It's a well-known fact that only 48 people carried the deceased
body of Ekvtime Takhaishvili. The Security members did not let anyone to
get close to his house. The scientists wanted to stop a funeral car at the
University. loseb Megrelidze gave money to the driver and asked him to
stop the car. The driver stopped the car. They say that it was the driver's
braveness, but he did not even know, whom they were carrying. In spring,
Akaki Shanidze and Ioseb Megrelidze went to Ekvtime Takaishvili's grave,
but they barely found it. They cleaned, wrote inscriptions and it can be said
that they rescued his tomb.

Later, Ioseb Megrelidze dedicated a hard-cover monograph to Ekvtime
Takaishvili, which describes the life and activities of a legendary person,
the so-called Treasurer of Georgia (Ekvtime Takaishvili: Life and Activities,
Thilisi, "Science", 1989. 400 pp.).

Ioseb Megrelidze had warm business relationships with local and

foreign colleagues, public figures and artists. As loseb Megrelidze recalled,
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the portrait of Baratashvili, painted by Lado Gudiashvili, was given as a
present to Tbilisi State University by Gori Pedagogical University.
"Rustaveli Tournament" was painted on Megrelidze's initiative. According
to his narrative, he had warm and close relationships with Galaktion
Tabidze, Giorgi Leonidze, foreign writers and scientists.

Ioseb Megrelidze's courage is testified by the facts that he had saved
many scientists' works by risking his own life. Kita Megrelidze's (a famous
philosopher) book - "Fundamentals of Sociological Phenomenology of
Thinking" was ready for publication and should have been published in
Leningrad. But Kita Megrelidze was arrested and his room was sealed. Ioseb
Megrelidze had told his friends that he penetrated into Kita Megrelidze's
room through the window from the drain pipe, took the imprints and put
them into the cover of the book of Lenin. If the security service officials
had known about this fact, they would have shot him.

Ioseb Megrelidze had a good family. His wife, a well-known theater
critic, Nino Shvangiradze made a remarkable contribution to the creative
rehabilitation of the Georgian producer, director Sandro Akhmeteli. Her
son, Doctor of Arts, Gubaz Megrelidze was the first to examine the cases of
repressed artists in KGB (Committee for State Security) archives and
changed this controversial period of the XX century 20-30s in the history
of Rustaveli theatre.

Nowadays, Gubaz Megrelidze and his wife, Mako Tsotsonava, phi-
lologist - cherish, study and take care of the richest scientific heritage of
their famous parents.

I consider it necessary to recall the fact that is connected to loseb
Megrelidze's family. In 1978, the robbers attacked his family and tried to
abduct Pirosmani's paintings. Mr. Joseph was physically strong. He seized
them and threw them out. The police intervened in the case, but they did
not or could not identify the robbers. After that fact, Ioseb Megrelidze
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handed the paintings to the museum. But he had done this under
compulsion, because the attack could have happened again.

Ioseb Megrelidze was distinguished with a high level of profession-
nalism. He was also an outstanding scientist. Other scientists and readers,
interested in the problems of Kartvelology still remember, cherish and
value his scientific legacy. He belonged to the number of people, who leave
deep traces in the spiritual life of a nation. With his linguistic, literary,
Archeographic, Codicological-textual works, publishing and editorial acti-
vities, loseb Megrelidze made a remarkable contribution to the advance-
ment of Kartvelology.

In 1973, the bibliographies of Megrelidze's scientific and pedagogical
works were published in the IVth volume of "The Issues of Old Georgian
literature and Rustvelology”, which is incomplete. The scientist's research
activities were continued until the end of his life. It was necessary to
publish the complete bibliography of his scientific works to display the
interests of researchers clearly towards loseb Megrelidze's scientific
activity. The above mentioned bibliography will give the readers a full
concept about Ioseb Megrelidze's multilateral scientific heritage and make
it easier for them to retrieve necessary materials.

Ioseb Megrelidze left enormous and interesting personal scientific
archive that includes published and unpublished works, epistolary heritage
of famous Kartvelologists in the world, folk records, memoirs and other
archival materials, which need special study and attention of scientists.

Nestan Sulava

Doctor of Philology
Professor
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