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From the History of Tbilisi Architecture

One of the most famous medieval churches of Tbilisi, the so called “Lurji Monasteri” (Blue Monastery),
seems likely to have been part of a monastery, which was once situated in the suburbs of Tbilisi. Presum-
ably, it was a catholicon of the monastery ensemble that was constructed in harmony with the natural
setting, similar to the other 12-13™cc. monastic churches. In the 19% c. next to this church, which by that
time was considerably renovated after multiple damages and had a new dome, the church of St. John the
Theologian that was built in "Russian style” and consecrated in 1901, emerged. The latter, commissioned
by the Russian donors and Russian clergy “suppressed the old church” due to its large scale. Maybe even
unintentionally it turned into an embodiment of the imperial Russian superiority. It might also have
happened that in 1930s residential houses, which maximally hindered observation of both churches
from the access of the Kiacheli street and Mtkvari embankment were not opposed to them (i. e. churches)
intentionally. Exception is made by a private residential house (architects: Ket. Pachkoria-Machavariani,
Sh. Kavlashvili, J. Gamkrelidze) construction of which was completed in 1970. Due to its orientation and
composition of masses, it imparts dynamism to the space, emphasizes independent significance of the
churches - first and foremost of “Lurji Monasteri”, and “opens” the complex which was “blocked up” by the
Soviet-time construction activities towards Mtkvari and Vere Park.
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1. bgo prm@ggo 8mbsb@mobgb on. Joshigmol Jmfnsb

View on the “Lurji Monasteri” from Kiacheli street



2. mafgo 8mbsb@gmn 1890-056 Bennddo
“Lurji Monasteri” in 1890s

3. @i 8mbabidgfn 8. 9@ jgfnb Labsdammpsb
View on the “Lurji Monasteri” from Mtkvari embankment
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4. @go dmbab@gmo @s B8, 0maby mgmobdgdysgemab g3egbas, 1900-0560 Bemgdo
“Lurji Monasteri” and the church of St.lohn the Theologian, 1900s

5. byon Godmdbg m. JosBamnl Jafol dys Bymowsb
View to the churches from the middle of Kiacheli street



6. oo dmbab@g®o . doshgemal Jahol dmemesb
View of the “Lurji Monasteri” from the end of the Kiacheli street

7. Logbmg@gdgmn babmmn b. bogmeadals Nels
Residential house, 1a, N. Nikoladze street
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