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Nestan Sulava
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University, Samtskhe-
Javakheti State University
THE ICON OF SAINT MARIA IN THE “CANON” OF
THE SAINT ANDREW OF CRETE, IN THE “HYMN?”
OF DAVID THE BUILDER AND IN THE “IAMBUS” OF
KING TAMAR
RESUME

In the Canon of the Saint Andrew of Crete, in the
“Hymns” of David the Builder and in the “lambus” of the King
Tamar are the most important stories in hymnography. In those
stories the main aspect is the God and the attitude of the God
and the human, the Iconic face of the saint Maria and the
meaning of it. The interpretation of the iconic face of the Saint
Maria comes from the theology in all above mentioned stories.
The iconic face of sain Maria in all of those above mentioned
stories has different symbolic meaning. Symbolic faces are
explained in theology and within them we have to mention
reading of Saint Andrew of Crete and Saint John of Damascus.
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In the “Canon” of Saint Andrew of Crete there are four
hymnographic canons and there are the same tropar in each of
them. It means that in those four canons there are used nine
tropars. From eight hymns of David the Builder there are eight
tropars dedicated to the Saint of Maria whicha re the editions
of each hymns. Typically, from the activities of the Saint
Andrew of Crete, John of Damascus and Saint Cosmas from
Jerusalem authors of hymns addinting to their hymns tropars of
Saint Maria and it meant that the old hymns must be added to
new one for the reason how to use those new ones. Of course
there were some exceptions when new ones where created for
the rules how to use new hymns and there was the tradition of
creating hyms for saint Maria. In Georgian hymnography the
examples of new hymns for teaching the using of new ones are
the hymns written by loane Minchkhi and the examples of
Saint Maria’s hymns can be considered the history and creating
history of the “Paraclitus” of Giorgi Mtatsmindeli.For example,
in Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli in one of his last will’s note of
“Paraclitus” mentioned that in Greek version of this
“Paraclitus” was missing hymns about Saint Maria and those
“one hundred fourty hymnso f Saint Maria was added by me”.
It means that the author of the tropars about Saint Maria is
Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli. It is known that the authors of well
known tropars of Saint Maria were famous persons Saint
Andrew of Crete, Saint John of Damascus, Saint Cosmas fro
Jerusalem, Studio Saint Joseph, Saint Theofanis and others.
There is interesting for us hymnographic activities of Saint
Jonh of Damascus and Saint Andrew of Crete for the reason
that their works were translated from the beginning in
Georgian language. There are some additions on Saint Michael
Modrekili’s hymns dedicated to Saint Maria and it means that
on the different “Canons” in the collection those
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abovementiond hymns about the saint Maria are added. In
parallel of those hymns there were created collections of Saint
Maria’s hymns and it was demanded to know them by heart for
the choristers. The example of such kind of collections is the
hymns from Calvary which was written by Jordan and it was
named under him. It is the manuscript A-603, which is written
in XI century. We need to discess this task that in the hymns
written by David the Builder we met the hymns dedicated to
Saint Maria and the same time the rules who to sing those
hymns. Those hymns and their lineage was defined by research
Laura Grigolashivili and she mentioned that those hymns are
not mentioned in well known collections about Saint Maria and
they must be written by David the Builder. So it is the reason
why focus on the question about the icon of Saint Maria and
symbolic understanding of it in “Canons” of Sain Andrew of
Crete. This “Canon” consist the hymns written by the author.
So the hymns added to David the Builder’s hymns are created
by David the Builder and in the “lambus” of King Tamar
“Heaven of Heavens” and “for the Blood of Virgins™ there are
interesting point of view how the author gives the
understanding of symbolic face of Saint Maria, what is the
simalarities between them. Those three hymns were not
discussed in parallel to each other.

To sum up, to make the conclusion, Saint Andrew of
Crete, King Tamar and David the Builder trying to show us the
Lady according the traditional ways of theological symbols.
They gave the individuality to each of the symbols as it was
explained according the theology.
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