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DIMITRI TUMANISHVILI
G. Chubinashvili National Research Centre for Georgian
Art History and Heritage Preservation

Ap. Kutateladze Tbilisi State Academny of Art

ONCE AGAIN CONCERNING THE
“DIFFICULT HERITAGE*

Summary

The article deals with one of the significant new struc-
tures of the 1930s Tbilisi — building of the former In-
stitute of Marxism-Leninism (built by A. Shchusev, fa-
mous Moscow architect in collaboration with Nordma-
nn Severov, Tbilisi architect). The building of high mer-
its, combining Constructivism experience, elements of
Neo-Classicism and old Georgian architecture, through
its compositional accents and reliefs by the Georgian
sculptors Iakob Nikoladze and Tamar Abakelia, vividly
represents an idea of the victory of Bolshevik-Russian
Socialism in Georgia. Its certain ,,aggressiveness' pre-
conditioned its alienation from the Georgian society, for
one part of which its message was and still is inaccept-
able. Artistic merits turn this building into a monument
of architecture and, accordingly, a new function should
be found for it, which will not be in conflict with its
expressiveness and, at the same time, will be in concert
with the aspirations of the present day Georgia.
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1. .)dib;]n Bﬁobgan, 336dhn$3—g35050$3nb nBbgogn@nb badbﬁmaa@mb
gn;:moqml.\ aasmao, ;]E. ,,nagg:-n" (L\-)d-)ﬁmasqlmll 36!"135‘3@0 3*3%3*330[.\ oﬁdngn, 1940-0.)80 Gann)
Alexey Shehusev, The Institute of Marx, Engels and Lenin (also referred to by the abbreviation TMELI)
(The Georgian National Muscum archive, 1940s)
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2. 5mgdLgo 3Bgbagn, ,ndgmo" (30335), 1934 6.
Alexey Shehusev. IMELL, building plan, 1934
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3. 5mmgqbga 8Rabgga, ,ndgmn“, Bmdgafia s 13565 gabswgda (6ababa), 1934 6.

Alexey Shehusev, IMELL drawing scheme, the main and the back fagades, 1934
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4. ,03gma", 33560 gabomo (3505 35603b gm@m, 2009 6.)
IMELLI, the Main lagade (photo by Maya Mania, 2009)

5. ,083m0", 9336 gobamn (dond FsBnal gm@m, 2009 B.)
IMELLIL the back lagade (photo by Maya Mania, 2009)
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6. JGab@mggF Agba,
63. 353englb @odsfin, mmbomba, XVII L
Christopher Wren. St Paul’s Cathedral,
London, 17" Century
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7. 3mmE 3366m, ma3fn, JaGnba, XVII L,

Claude Perrault. Louvre, Paris, 17* Century
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