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Dimitri Tumanishvili

On the Religious Meaning of the Pre-chancel Crosses
(Materials and Remarks)

Pre-chancel crosses are one of the remarkable objects of the medieval Georgian churches. Ac-
cording to G. Chubinashvili, this tradition was rooted in the cross erected in the middle of the
church of Holy Cross of Mtskheta and analogies were found in the crosses erected by the ad-
ditional altar, in the middle of the medieval Westem European churches. It is noteworthy that,
at present, in the church of Holy Cross of Mtskheta, there is an octagonal “base”, which G. Chu-
binashvili considered to be a later alteration of the initial low barrier. At that time, similar hex-
agonal "base~ in the 9th-10th cc. Zhaleti basilica was yet unknown, which is located in front of
the chaneel, filling the nave. Due to its location and volume, it shows affinity with the so called
"Syrian bema~ and its shape — with the ambos of the Early Christian churches. Whatever be
difficulties of interpreting "Syrian bema”, it is obvious that one of its meanings is Golgotha and
ambos are likewise linked with the recollection of the Redeeming Sacrifice of Christ; this, in its
own turn, is the symbolic meaning of the church of Holy Cross of Mtskheta. It is noteworthy
that at Jerusalem Golgotha existence of a specific service is ascertained, implying procession
around the Cross, while in Cappadocia, erection of a Cross was practised in Early Middle Ages.
All these indicate that Georgian pre-chancel crosses are one of the evidences of the general East
Christian tradition, with its roots in Palestine.
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