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Nestan Sulava

SUBJECT OF DIVINE ICON OF CHRIST IN GEORGIAN
HYMNOGRAPHY AND HISTORICAL WRITINGS

Summary

There are two versions about bringing the divine icon of Christ to Geor-
gia in the Georgian holy writings of the 12"-13" cc., especially in hymno-
graphy. According to one version, this type, prototype for famous Georgian
icon Anchis-khati, was brought to Georgia from Hicropolis by St. Andrew.
This is what loane Ancheli claims in his “Hymns of Anchis-khati”.

According to the second version, the divine icon of Christ, Keramion,
kept in Martkhopi monastery and known as miraculous icon of Christ from
Martkhopi, was brought to Georgia by St. Anton Martmkopeli in the 6" c. This
version is stressed in the hymns of Arsen Bulmaisimisdze and Saba Syncellos.
The same version is known from the sinaxar version of “Life of St. Anton
Martmkopeli”. In the 30s of the 13™ c. Cathalicos of Georgia Arsen
Bulmaisimisdze and archbishop Saba Syncellos, on plead of the brothers
Abuser and Vardan Abuserisdzes, created hymns dedicated to the divine icon
of Christ, clay-work brought to Georgia from Syria by Anton Martmkopeli.
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