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Tsisana Abuladze
The Inscriptions of the Oltisi Mosque

Sergi Jikia’s personal archive comprises material under the title ,Oltisi
Mosque Inscriptions” (5 pages) N100 which is published in this article. The text
was copied by a certain Katib Kaila presumably during the 1907 expedition in
Kola-Oltisi and Changli. The Georgian translation of the inscriptions, com-
missioned by Ekvtime Taqaishvili, was done and annotated by SergiJikia (The
text has been transliterated by me Ts. Abuladze).

Oltisi mosque was built by Aslan Pasha, a descendant of the Samtskhe
Atabags who had converted to Islam, in 1664-1665. A single-nave church was
distinguished with its location, facade and interior onaments from other ana-
logous structures in Turkey. This distinction was due to the influence of Geor-
gian architecture. Today the mosque is multi-nave after the restoration-con-
servation works have been done. The inscriptions at the top of the front door and
the door in the left wall of the mosque are no longer visible. There are some
iconic modem structures in the yard. The photos of the front door inscriptions
published in the article were taken and sent to me (with other necessary
information ) by Prof. Roin Kavrelishvili.
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