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Irma Ketskhoveli, Nestan Sulava

Ivane Javakhishvili and Georgian Chanting Polyphony Problem

In the history of studving Georgian culture, as in all other fundamental, solid study of Georgia, lvane
Javakhsihvili took main part and was the one who dedicated his fundamental research to investigate the main
aspects of Georgian music though in *Main tasks of Georgian Music History” in 1938 years. He prepared the
right methodological base for the full study of music nature of Hymnography. In our article we introduce the
main thoughts of Ivane Javakhishvili regarding the problems of Georgian music system, for this he accumulated
thinking of some Georgian and foreign authors and the theories of some genesis of Georgian music. His attitude
to Georgian music genesis, about the differences of Georgian music from other Greece, Ammenian and Syrian
system of music. afier some main research works of other professional scholars and invesligating new roots were
become more popular and important.

The question given in scholarship witling: Where does the polyphony of Georgian music comes? Is this
the result of Georgian creativeness or is this the influence of other foreign Western Europe culture? Ivane Javakh-
ishvili gave the answer and claimed that it is the very Georgian case. He altracts his atlention on the national aspect
of Georgian hymns which were polyphonic at the same time. Afler some research on materials from manuscripts
he claimed that afier few centuries the Christianity will be claimed as a state religion in Georgian polyphony of
Georgian songs were established (Javakhishvili, Main Aspects of History of Georgian Music, Tbilisi, 1998, 437-
677). Ivane Javakhishvili defined meaning of polyphony of music and traditional nature of songs according 1o the
geographical political place and situation of Georgia and paid main attention to the “psychical way and the track”
of Georgian nation and said that “whal was not able to survive physically. may be saved in language, in psychi-
cal world™ (Javakhishvili, 1998. 645). According lo his thoughts. in X century Georgian hymns were polyphonic
which is well-founded on the base of the real sources. Next stage of investigation showed that the process of
polyphonic must be started earlier, especially in the period when the translation for holy writings has started. The
basis of this statement is in the above mentioned works of Ivane Javakhishvili. For this reason no scholars can be

suceessful on the way for research of problems of Georgian music culture unless they work on abovementioned
research of scholar.
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