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Nestan Sulava

A Spiritual Mission of Grigol Khanzteli

“In the Life of Grigol Khanzteli” Giorgi Merchule formulates the foundation of the entity
and independence of the state: motherland, mother tongue, religion. He expresses this idea in this
work in which a very important idea is concealed. The author means that liturgies are performed
in Georgian, but “God bless us™ is said in Greek. The clements of liturgies are also translated
into Georgian which first of al! means transferring the hymns to the national grounds which must
have been polyphonically expressed.

The polyphonical character of Georgian hymns is connected with Grigol Khanzteli. He
compiled the yearly collection of hymns which was musically built and stipulated by the
polyphonical character of the Georgian hymns. Grigol is the creator of this collection, he is its
editor, who musically vamnished the hymns and wrote them down.

The polyphony might have been included in the Georgian hymns not later than the
beginning of the VIII century when John of Damascus made the reforms in the Byzantium
hymnography; polyphony was established by Grigol Khanzteli in his collection of hymns, i.e. by
compiling Typikoni (church rules and regulations) and making the Georgian hymns polyphonical
he based the Georgian church on the national grounds.
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