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(Lm. 5), obg3g, Gmamg Rsbb, 1030 Bemob bLadmognbob 3nfgsbrpgm anddomdy,
03330*. Lbgomabbgaboone Jnmanbobs s ggmomnb bsjEgdamm BodFgddy awmd-
damab ygmdy Lamagn momgdab aobsBnemgda(y. 29 bMng, doamad lll-ob mbsgn
Dm domgdaen bg@bl ndoMgggdl s dmombombs s mogasmmobl dmmal b jds-
mE dmbAEem oMb GMgzgdl s sbgs gb JoMorgmme amddomgdnls wdfmogmgbmoatby
- ;gemm3zebol ,R%39603580mbboEE" dmjnadagma Xl Loy mbols 3nfggmae bob-
9360b bogagdmdgdalb Ramgmnm — aobbbgaggds adsdamss, HmA VIII-X baw 3mbygddn
9L Bememo Lods, boym@Bnbrnl ojgor 30, Bmgmmy Bgbe - dmhmdnmadgdamn
(3bo@02, gb o6 gogdob M3 3 M3 momazslb s a3dmbsjmabom 1020 Bemab sbenm babab
dabamabolb amddsacn a38mbLRI6L, 3odnb Gmpgbay 1032 Brmab;mgab asbsbrgdamema
0dbbalb am3docdy 93 sanmby RgFomgbgda(ges Bobdstn a0bsd j3gmHgdmo).
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34  H. I Cesepos, @sbob. 6dmda.
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33mo3080b aMdosbagg 3oomndbys @ gobaggdals Im3mabyz, mmmb: smBmbag-
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36 53 Lognonbdy ob.: B. bepuale, ApxutekTypa..., 33. 31, 82-86. sbjzy: 6. 3993nbodgnema, Lod-
o030bnb 3dmbogmamn ggobaenb @aggMGIBNMmmn ImBmgmmmdal mogabgda@gds. Jofhormma
bymmgbgds, 11, md., 2001, a3. 35-43.

37  odsg. @9d. 1, 9-10, by, 61-62.

38 a. 35@od9mn, @b nbdabymema bggdnEbmgmnb gpbomos G 3mbbEGJns ©d doon Bbod-
3o ;mognbgda@gdoba. Logoamggmmb Lodggemgbn, 12, 2008, a3. 101-127.

39 abg RobL, gambgd, 3. RMdnbadgamab Bgdmer sGogHmgbnb ©dMEB3gdmemn BadGm3nlb 356y, 3g-
badgeeo Laymbob 33dmdggdom @ILEFdYM Jobgmnl baMmmdmdmaMmdaty owEbNE Bnabda
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+ Dimitri Tumanishvili

Dedicated to the centenary of the birth of Levan Rcheulishvili
Once Again on the Architecture of Gelati

Historians of Georgian architecture studying the main church of Gelati Monastery dedicated to
the Nativity of the Virgin have noticed long ago its certain peculiarity, unusual for the twelfth-cen-
tury Georgian architecture. The church, constructed under the patronage of the kings David [V
the Builder and his son Demetre 1, features complex profiles but has almost no floral or geometric
ornaments on its capitals and window frames. Different explanations for this peculiarity have
been suggested. It was supposed that the church had not been completed (R. Mepisashili); or that
the main donator, David the Builder considered expensive carved decoration to be an exorbitant
luxury. According to the third opinion (L. Rcheulishvili), lack of the carved omaments on the
facades of the church finds explanation in a particular piety of its donator.

The discussion of the eleventh- and twelfth-century Georgian architecture in a broader con-
text suggests that the austere style of Gelati should be scen as a reflection of the demand of the
deeply devout king. This demand was fulfilled by an anonymous architect who managed to find
an adequate artistic form for a decorative simplicity. Apparently, he was inspired by his experi-
ence of the western Georgian architectural tradition which he knew and appreciated.
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3980 Lnygagmo 3o 6o, aMddgm ;gomboRobmm dmEnGnynGn asmebyzgBnmgds, AmAgen
bgrmmgobn Rsbl yagmody I9@om djbagzn@nbn, Goms bymnbymmgdnb gbs org ab 3mb(353@n
yogrrasmgarma, bomarbbmeo asdmba@mb™ (Ch. Tauber, Stilpolitik im Palazzo del Te in Mantua, in:
Politikstile und Sichtbarkeit des Politischen in der Friihen Neuzeit, hg. von D. Erben und Ch. Tauber,
Veroffentlichungen des Zentralinstituts fiir Kunstheschichte in Miinchen, Bd. 39, Passau, 2016, a3. 93).

142



