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NESTAN SULAVA

THE PRONOETIKAL (PROVIDENCE) CONCEPT
IN THE DOCTRINE OF AREOPAGITICS

To discuss the concept of Gangeba (God will, providence)
according the theological works of Dionysius the Areopagite is the
main issue to study the problem of common understanding of the
meaning of Gangeba (God Will). The concept of providence
(Gangeba) is known in Antic philosophy and in Christianity. In
antiquity providence (Gangeba) is the God’s kind will and care and
decision for the future of human. With the concept of term and notion
in Old Testament, in Psalms, in New Testaments it emphasizes God
will or providence like (Greek: mpovownr, owovopa, Latin:
providentia). The most important the concept of providence in New
Testament, especially Apostles of Pavel. It has the concept of
providence and mainly means God’s care for human and human’s
spiritual life, God’s kind foresight, God’s will. In theology the term
Providence/Gangeba is used in a different content then in Antiquity, it
has different function.
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In Christianity as theological term it gained completely different
meaning. It means foresight, means care of future of the human, it is
the providence of human’s future life. In theology God’s will is kind
dealing of human’s life. Saint fathers explain this term on the base of
the books the Bible contains.

[n our work there is given the explanation of the notion of God
Will (Gangeba) on the base of the Dionysius the Areopagite works.
We discuss the treatises “fot the name of the God”, “secret of
orthodoxy”, in those chapters are given the understanding of God Will
(Gangeba). According of their explanation God Will (Gangeba) is the
foresight of the God, to give the hope to the human, oriented to the
spiritual life of human, it is the safety of the soul, mainly the kind will
of the God, which 1s secret and human trying to understand it, to get
close to the meaning. It is not possible to change God Will (Gangeba),
to is not possible to avoid it. The concept is that when the human’s
will and God’s will be in compliance to each other, it comes from the
God. Gods will and its manifest 1s unknown for human before
manifestation. Dionysius the Areopagite with his rare simplicity
clearly and definitely and rhetoric style gave his thoughts for the
difficult term like God Will (Gangeba).

In the works of Areopagitics there is no term like fate which is
in literature and antiquity took great importance. Orthodox fathers did
not give explanation of the term fate because it seems they did not
consider it like the term of i1ssue come from the God. According the
orthodox writing it is for the earth, to believe in fate against of the
Christianity. Fate is connected to the astral being, and it is denied in
Christianity.

[n the fiction, in scientific works in Georgia Gangeba (npovoua,
owovop, providentia) is not explained correctly, and it is considered
as the name of the God. For this reason, we use the term used by
Eprem Mtsire in translations of Dionysius the Areopagite’s and Saint
Gregorius Theologian-Nazianzus’s homilies came from the concept of
providence, those term shows the development of the stages of using
this term and this way of development is the stage of development of
translation works at the same time. It has the function and
recommendation of using the term correctly for modern writers.
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