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MTSKHETA - NEW
JERUSALEM
OF GEORGIANS

The history of the relations between Georgia
and the Holy Land begins as carly as the time of
Nebuchadnezzar the Great when the first wave
of Hebrews carme to Kartli — Iberia. According
to old Georgian written sources, St. Nino the
[lluminator of Kartli, Equalto-the-Apostles,
arrived in Kartli from Jerusalem in the begin-
ning of the fourth century. It is also noteworthy
that, according to ancient Georgian sources, the
entire teaching of St. Nino and her history 1s
of Jerusalem and therefore of Palestinian ori-
gin and should not be connected to any other
traditions. According to Georgian and foreign
sources, it 1s noteworthy that Christians were
in Georgia before Christianity became the state
religion.

It is obvious that beginning from the period of
the presence of St. Nino in Mtskheta, the Holy
of Holies, the church erected by Georgians in
New Jerusalem, was a replica of the Temple of
Solomon and it also carried the name of Great
Zion, like the Temple of the Old Testament. [t
is an established fact that beginning from the
4™ century, the creation of replicas of the holy
sites of Jerusalem from the Old and New Tes-
taments began in different parts of the world.
The oldest seems to be the tradition of the
ancient church in Tyre. Other examples from
ancient written sources include the account of
the miracuious conversion of Iberia and Ak-
sum (Ethiopia). Aksum was a New Jerusalem
of the sixth century, and the reason for its being
considered a holy city is similar to the case of
Mtskheta, Zion, i.e., the New Temple of Solo-
mon, where, according to tradition, the Ark of
the Covenant had been transferred. It is clear
that from the fifth to the tenth century, the lit-
urgy in Iberia was conducted according to the
Jerusalem tradition, due to which this period
can justly be referred to as the Jerusalem Ep-
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och in [beria. The fifth and sixth centuries saw
the translation of the first liturgical books into
Georgian, namely of the Lectionary, Tropolo-
gion and Polycephalon. These books were used
by the Georgian Church in Georgian. After St.
Nino, the Georgians made continued efforts to
create a New Jerusalem for the Georgians in
[beria. King Vakhtang Gorgasali of the 5th-6th
centuries, finally completed the grounds for the
Jerusalem nite. His efforts included not only the
translation of liturgical books, but also the es-
tablishment of holy sites first in Mtskheta, the
ancient capital of Kartli and later beyond its
borders.

As previously mentioned, the Holy of Holies,
1.e. Great Zion was founded by St. Nino in the
fourth century on the site where Christ’s Chiton
had been buried. In the fifth century the Church
became consecrated to the Apostles and became
the Mother of All Churches, again in the image
of the Jerusalem of the fifth century, while from
the eleventh century onwards the church was
known by its present day name of Svetitskhov-
eli. Facing the first church erected 1s the Gol-
gotha of the Georgians, i.¢., the Mtskheta Holy
Cross Monastery. Nearby are also to be found
Gethsemane, Bethlehem, Bethany, Tabor, the
Church of St. Stephen the Proto-martyr, and the
present Antioch in the vicinity of which, on the
left side of the Mtkvari River, 1s the Georgian
baptistery, our Jordan.

This is how Mtskheta in the 4th-5th centuries
turned into a second live Jerusalem for the
Georgians, which makes it and its environs
unique in the entire Christendom.
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