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Nestan Sulava

The Symbols in Hagiography and Problem of Genres in “David and
Taritchani Reading”

The main object of my study is to determine the essence of genre in the read-
ing of “’David and Taritchani” on the basis of hagiography aspects, as the kill-
ing of the children by the uncle from the social point of view was not regarded
martyrdom, besides considering the issue of conversion of the character, The-
odos as the basis of hagiography, was paid less attention. All the abovemen-
tioned can be explained after analyzing the symbols of the story. It seems the
story gas not been examined from the given point of view. Certain tasks need
to be revised and subjected to study once again. It must be considered that in
every epoch the readers try to make new discoveries in the story according to
the principles of the literature of the period. Hagiography was based on the
symbols and was highly sustainable, but even this particular genre can be ex-
plained according to the needs of other epoch if we take into consideration the
idea that some marks could belong to the genre, considering also the wisdom,
ideas and style of the other epoch.

Even the title of the story can be discussed.

The title indicates that it was meant for reading. In theological studies
only the homiletic genre works were considered as reading, while the main
objective of homiletic works lies in delivering oral story to the parishioners
on the celebration days of the saints and the Mother of God, which means
that the work had initially to be an oral narrative, a sermon delivered to the
congregation, becoming a written source later, after being told orally. In the
abovementioned story murdering the children by the uncle is considered
martyrdom but it has not found reflection in the title of the work.

In hagiography, the background of the characters is given fully to show
the essence of their life to the reader and to show them what is the tradition
the family follows, How the children were brought up, what kind of life do
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they lead and finally, how the characters’ world perception is evaluated by
the author. The main characters of “Davit and Taritchani Reading” are the
children Davit and Taritchani, both of their parents belong to the nobility,
both are Christians, and the children grew up in accordance with the Chris-
tian tradition. It was the reason of the result that the son was called as Davit
which is the name of the David the Prophet, author of the psalm-book, and
the younger son was given an Armenian name, Taritchani, named with a sym-
bolic name, connected with Armenia.

Vardan and Tagine, as real Christian parents gave them the Christian
names and educated them as Christians. They saw their duty in bringing them
up and educating in accordance with the gospels and psalms. So the wisdom
of the children: Davit and Taritchani, should be kind, full of faith, hope and
love of God. They were young when the father died and the mother, a very
gentle woman, assumed the responsibility of bringing them up, for which
reason the author refers to her as worthy of God and blissful. As opposed to
mother her brother was a despot and for this he is being called a tyrant by the
author of the story. Charitable Tagine and pagan Teodos the children of the
same parents are quite different.

The symbols in the story are hagiographic, but the motif of murdering
the children can not be explained only by the faith and hagiography, if we
consider the words stated by Ivane Javakhishvili, it happens to be a social
problem as well. After Vardan’s death, Tagine’s pagan brother occupied the
lands of the son in law. Being afraid of the nephews’ revenge the evil uncle
decided to kill the children. First he asked the sister and minor nephews to
change the faith; he tried to ask the children change the faith secretly from
their mother. He was refused. Tagine felt her children were endangered and
left the country moving to Tao where the mother lived peacefully for some
time with her children. The sons become shepherds and it acquires symbolic
meaning. The author tries to point to the character of the boys.

Teodos finds the mother’s hide out and commits crime. He murdered
the nephews and it was the «holy blood» of David and Taritchani. The author
regards the fact as the martyrdom of the children. Ivane Javakhishvili doubted
that it was martyrdom, because the children were not killed for Christianity,
the uncle killed them for ulterior reasons. Yhe most important is the fact that
the Apostle Paul is considered hypodigm of the uncle Teodos. It even bears
the effect of suddenness. Teodos, alike the Apostle, repents and feels regret,
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although his feelings are not convincing. The reader needs to be persuaded
in his sincerity. It seems he’s experiencing fear; but not the fear of God but of
revenge of the people.

In her mourning, the mother uses different words for the description of
the slain innocent children - “’beautiful flowers”, “light of the eyes”, “seeds of
paradise”, and “lambs:, while the uncle is called “unfeeling animal, “devil”,
“tiger”, “blood lusting”, “unkind” and “lawless”.

After committing crime, killing the innocent children Teodos is punished
by the God and he turns blind. At the end of his life he begs forgiveness of his
sister for his crimes. It seems the blood of the innocent children was needed
for him to find truth and kindness. The author shows the miracle when Tagine
takes the earth soaked with the blood of her son David and applies it to the
eyes of her brother, the killer of her sons. After his blind eyes see the light,
Tagine feels happy for her brother as he becomes a Christian. The hagio-
graphical author needs to portray a forgiving person and really it is dificult
to create such character but Tagine’s feelings for her brother were strong and
she took responsibility to save her brothers soul. In Christianity a repenting
person should be forgiven, even for committing murder, and it is the main
object of the story. We can find examples of this in the gospel.

To sum up the problem we have two main reasons why we consider
“Davit and Taritchani Reading’ hagiographical: 1. The fact of killing minors
by uncle in the story referred to as martyrdom. 2. Conversion of Teodos, not-
withstanding the unbelievable facts, is regarded hagiographical narrative, in
which the children, through their strong faith and martyrdom, ascended the
divine path.
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