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E. KACHARAVA

CHRONOLOGY OF ARCHBISHOPS OF ALAVERDI
Part 11

The study “Chronology of Archbishops of Alaverdi” presents
chronology of the Archbishops of Alaverdi in the second part of the
XVII century. The years of their leadership and details of their activity
were identified in the research. These are the following Abbas of
Alaverdi: Grigol (Chologashvili) (Approximately 1664-1676), Niko-
loz (Endronikashvili) (1683-1695) and Nikoloz (Cholokashvili)
(1695-1732).

All these Abbas of Alaverdi were represetatives of noble
families. They were in close relation with the Kakhetin royal family —
actively participating in political, social and cultural life of the
country.

The period of Grigol Choloqgashvili being an Abba of Alaverdi
was notable for a relatively peaceful development of the Kakhetian
Kingdom. Grigol (Chologashvili) played an important role in arrange-
ment of the marriage of King Archil. Active interference of Grigol of
Alaverdi with solution of such an important issue was evidence of his
great authority.

King Archil was the one who continued rehabilitation and re-
novation of the heavily damaged Alaverdi Cathedral. Apparently, Gri-
gol of Alaverdi was among those who participated in the rehabilitation
of the Cathedral.

The next Abba of Alaverdi — Nikoloz Endronikashvili was at
the head of the Cathedra of Ninotsminda before becoming an Archbi-
shop of Alaverdi. One of the gateways of Ninotsminda Cathedral was
built by Nikoloz. He also built an iconostasis of a renovated and de-
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corated Ninotsminda Cathedral, which is recorded in an inscription on
its gateway.

Nikoloz Endronikashvili put on the Head Priest’s crown without
permission and sanctification of the Catholicos. Such disrespect of the
Archbishop resulted in a serious conflict. Finally, this attempt of Abba
of Alaverdi had failed, as the Catholicos of Mtskheta timely suppres-
sed the separatist action of the Kakhetian Head Priest. There are no
first-hand data about how the conflict was resolved. It is known that
Nikoloz Endronikashvili retained the Cathedra. The reason might be
that Catholicos Nikoloz Amilakhvari forgave him the misdeed owing
to intervention of loseb Tbileli. Or perhaps it was due to the events
that took place in Kartli, namely, accession of Erekle I to the throne
and the change that took place at the Catholicos’ throne — substitution
of Nikoloz Amilakhvari by loane X Diasamidze. The situation ended
favorably for Nikoloz of Alaverdi. The inspirer of the separatist action
of Nikoloz Endronikashvili, a lawful heir of the Kakhetian Kingdom
Erekle I, came to power.

From the moment of his accession, Nikoloz of Alaverdi vigo-
rously started establishing the disturbed church order among the serfs
and congregations of Alaverdi. The evidence of this can be found in
numerous documents.

The Abba of Alaverdi Nikoloz Choloqashvili was the Archbi-
shop of Sameba and later — the Archbishop of Rustavi before occu-
pying the Cathedra of Alaverdi.

Nikoloz Chologashvili was not only a clerical, but also a signi-
ficant political figure. He is also remarkable for his constructional and
publishing initiatives. In the times of Nikoloz Cholqashvili significant
constructional and rehabilitation activities took place in Alaverdi.

Abba of Alaverdi — Nikoloz Choloqashvili was in charge of
both providing material aid to Alaverdi and sustaining its cultural and
librarian life. On request of Nikoloz, Demetre Mgalobeli and Zakaria
Chilaishvili rewrote the collection of hymns prescribed for the whole
year in calendar odrer of Alaverdi Church. Nikoloz of Alaverdi saved
the stolen "Markhvani” (book of prayers to be read during fasting) of
the 16th century from “raiders”. The daughter of Erekle I — Mariam
Batonishvili’s activities in the Alaverdi Monastery (while Nikoloz’s
was an Archbishop) are also worth mentioning. Collection of hymns
for great Christian holidays (which has been preserved in three
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manuscripts) were rewritten by her request and financial aid. She pe-
rsonally rewrote the second part of the canonical collection of “’the Di-
vine Gujar (deed)”, a hymnographic collection and others. Some of
the most remarkable original works of Makrine Batonishvili are iam-
bic ”Praising” (attached by her as an afterword to Saba’s dictionary)
and hymns to the founder of Alaverdi Monastery, loseb of Alaverdi.
In addition to the hymns, she is the author of the short biographic data
of loseb of Alaverdi written for a typikon.

Nikoloz Cholokashvili is one of the most active clerical, poli-
tical and cultural figures. It would be right to give him his proper pla-
ce among outstanding Georgian figures of the 17"-18" century’s bo-
undary.

According to the available sources, the chronological succession
of the Archbishops of Alaverdi looks like this today. The paucity of
the sources prevented me from reconstructing a complete picture of
the life and the activities of the Archbishops of Alaverdi. Quite a few
details of their biographies still remain unknown. The efforts to get
precise details from their biographies revealed a number of interesting
and important facts. It gives the possibility to identify the data of the
documents more precisely. Also new topics of interest and issues
requiring further research have emerged.
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