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N. SULAVA

POLEMIC FLOW IN THE GEORGIAN HYMNOGRAPHY
OF THE XII-XIIITH CENTURIES

In Georgia, as well as in other Christian countries, Christianity
have to permanently struggle with other religions on the bases of
which has been formed one of the main trends of the theological
literature — polemics. The polemic flow is noticeable in all the spheres
of the theological literature. The aim of our article is analyses and
interpretation of the polemic theme existing in the Georgian
Ilymnography, clarifying the historical experience, the aim of its
reflection and its place in the Georgian hymns. The problem is
equally intercsting for the different civilizations and religions. Now, at
the background of the globalization and rapid processes of the
rapprochement of the countries is no longer a problem of only one
country and one religion. Thus, we consider actual analyses of the
palemic flow in the hymns, as the perish listened to the hymns in the
Cathedrals the text of which influenced the listener. Arising out of this
fact the hymns had the educational and rearing function.

The Georgian hymnography reflected the polemic motives,
blamed the personalities and trends, which put under the suspicion the
main dogmas of Christianity its statements and views. From this
aspect the Hymnography opuses of the XII-XIIIth centuries appeared
to be very rich. In them were picked out several main directions:
Struggle against the early disseminators of Christianity - namely the
monophisites and iconoclasts. The problem was the dual nature of the
Savior and the motherhood of the Saint Mary.

The polemic motives were reflected in the hymns by loane
Ancheli, loane Shavteli and Arsen Bulmaisimisdze. The polemics
concerned the matters of the Christian dogmatic.

In the hymns by Arsen Bulmaisimisdze dedicated to the not of
human making icon of the Savior are blamed the non-Orthodox views
and the persons connected with it. First of all it concerned the betrayer
of the Savior-Judas. In the hymns the reflection of the struggle against
the iconoclasm is obvious. The hymnography showed in the hymn
dedicated to the not of human making icon of the Savior struggle of
the Orthodox Christian religion for its self - assertion. It blamed all
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the heresy, and namely monophisitism, iconoclasm. The main thing is
that this problem was posed in the hymn dedicated to Savior. It is
significant, that the hymnography worked out the appropriate style
and lexis for revealing the non-orthodox religions and pageantry.

The polemic theme reflected in the Georgian hymnography is
significant from the aspect of strengthening of the Orthodox religion.
The problems are especially actual at the background of the modern
spiritual life of Georgia, when different types of heresy are so strong.
That’s why we consider the good example the intolerant attitude of
our ancestors towards them and this will support the strengthening of
the orthodox religion in our lives.
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