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Archil’s ,,The Debates of the Man and the World” in the Aspect of the Human Being’s
Baroque Conception

Literature and art of XVII-XVIII centuries represents a very special stage of development, at
that time was emerged and reached its culmination _ the Baroque. On the one hand it verge on
Renaissance and on the other hand on Classicism.

According to the Renaissance human being by his nature is kind and he come to this world for
great deeds, while late Renaissance puts under the question this doctrine. Baroque authors depicted
life with all its contradictions. Renaissance idea of man’s might was replaced by the Baroque idea of
man’s weakness and dominant become an idea that it is all in vain to struggle against evil. In Europe
this resulted in sense for tragic and pessimism. In Georgian literature of that time to this issue a great
attention was paid by the famous poet, King Archil, who wrote a poem entitled ,,The Debates of the
Man and the World, where he examined issue of the Original Sin and its ramifications on the entire
life of the mankind. Main characters of the poem are Adam, Adam’s children, and men under what is
meant all posterity. The conception of work and human being’s predestination is based upon the
Christian understanding. This is of particular importance as attitude and interest with regard to this
topic is common both, for Georgian and for the European Baroque works (Mateo Alemani, Du Bartas,
Andreoni, Milton).

In ,,The Debates of the Man and the Worldiin character, Adam states, that the serpent is
guilty, as it tempted him with a fruit, while World explains that Adam was tempted for the following
reasons: he was not able to use properly mind and his free will.

Such kind of approach and declaration of such an attitude is important from the point of
literary study as here is revealed contrast between the major principles of Baroque and Renaissance:
Renaissance men is mighty, he is sovereign of the world, while baroque men is threaten and week, he
is powerless to change something for better. In ,, Debates” clearly is expressed extreemly important
idea: men from the sovereign of the world, what is the Renaissance idea, turned into the slave of the
world, what is Baroque conception of the human being.
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