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Medieval Model of Allegorical Narration According to Davit Guramishvili’s “Davitiani”

The thesis “Medieval Model of Allegorical Narration according to Davit Guramishvili’s
"Davitiani” discusses the principles of universality of literature, according to which the tendencies
characteristic for the epoch are identified in a specific work. Given a certain historical-literary context,
the reader perceives the text accordingly. At the same time, a particular work can be considered as a

kind of invariant of previous or modern literary works.

The thesis analyzes the peculiarities of the development of old Georgian literature and the place
and role of Davit Guramishvili in the history of medieval writing. Special attention is paid to the issue

of human self-knowledge, as the main goal of the author of "Davitiani".

The first chapter (“implore the book to youth”) discusses the author’s, as an experienced old
man’s, motives of allocution to young readers. The poet's tone is considered to be the main prerequisite
for didactics. On the one hand, adolescence is analyzed as an age fewness and, on the other hand,
adolescence is shown as a symbol of human spiritual youth. Choosing young readers is doubly
important for the poet. Poet seeks to make a name for itself in future generations; Besides, it is possible
to discern the name of God expressed in the parable of the young, innocent heart in “Davitiani”. Also,
following the biblical call, the poet himself wants a spiritual youth to chant to the Lord with an

innocent untainted heart and untainted spirit.

The second chapter of the thesis (“the Tree of fables”) talks about the principles of David
Guramishvili's parable-allegorical narration. At the same time, apart from the plain narrative, the
author expresses an allegorical meaning. The thesis discusses the biblical foundations of the fables. In

this sense, too, the poet seeks to share his creation with the wisdom of the gospel.



The thesis also discusses ways suggested by the poet himself to read and understand the text.
He warns his young readers that “Davitiani” is a book of “pure to use” and that the stories told in it
should be taken allegorically. The fables are presented as a generalizing means. It is about the tradition
of “allegorical translation” of the text in Georgian literature. The poem “Zubovka” and the poem

“Happy Summer” are analyzed from this point of view.

The fable itself is considered as a kind of exposition before the narration. The poems titled as
fables are discussed separately and there are shown the principles of their work in relation to the

general composition.

The “fable of the spring of immortality” and the “explanation of the fable of the spring of
immortality” allegorically express the divine history of the passion of Jesus Christ and his redemption
of the world. These fables, in fact, precedes the whole “Davitiani” and are considered as a kind of

exposition part of the work.

The work analyzes the tradition of presenting a fable with a dual content, cases of symbolic

perception of a fact or transformation of a real hero into a literary subject.
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