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Maia Nachkebia

The Theme of the Macabrein David Guramishvili’s Poetry
and the European Baroque

From the poetry of David Guramishvili author of the article singled out the theme of the
Death. The Theme of the Death and the motives of Vanity and Memento Mori are well known
for the Christian culture, but the attitude towards them was very special in Barogue Age.

Article discusses medieval roots of this question and the image of Death in the literature
and plastic arts. To theimages of the Death belong apocal yptic rider and the skeleton with bow.
Image of the Death, given in the poems of Guramishvili entitled ”Debates of the Death and
Man...” and “Debates of the Man and the Life ...” gives ground to connect it with the theme
of Macabre. It isworthy to note, that Macabre attitudes was typical for the Slovak love lyrics.
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In the article lexical peculiaritiesin the depiction of the Death and its images used by
Guramishvili in his abovementioned poems are compared with those, used in the sonnet of the
famous representative of French Baroque Jean-Baptiste Chassignet _ “le Mépris de la Mort”
(sonnet 125). This comparison made obvious similarity of the images on the one hand, and on
the other hand of the attitude towards the understanding of the Death by the two poets.

Another question discussed in the article is the form of David Guramishvili’s poems
which are written in the form of Dialogue. Dialogues and Debates in the Slav Baroque were
understood as ones, inclined to the theatricality. In the opinion of the author of the article,
theatricality, which was characteristic generally for the Baroque, was organic for Georgian
literature as well.

The author of the article concludes that in David Guramishvili’s poetry are shown typical
features of Baroque literature. Thisis expressed on the one hand through the selection of the
theme, and on the other hand in the selection of the proper form, in which this theme was
implemented.
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