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dobo byemob yemMAgh 3nb3nemgddo JdmMMzo30 3b90980md M7 BobbMoggdo-Lyhzoemgdom 0go
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mb3gg30do bbby m3mob Byogmmdadge odm3nwadyme.
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3990089 8G6300. YdMOMmM Im 33000300 MB6dgb0m Yoo FoodmogmmL mogn o dob ogy-
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93em9boob d99dbobo o Log3emagbom Logddoobmdadn, bbgd bohyszgdom, Baiolb Jogmogdol dmds-
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Mamuka Surmava

The City of God vs. The City of Earth

summary

In Augustine's vision, human reason is a frail and uncertain thing, and those who
define humanity in terms of rationality do so under the illusion that reason can make
us self-sufficient. Yet since God is the maker of all things, nothing can be sufficient
in itself without Him. What exists does so only to the extent to which it serves God's
purpose. Insofar as we deny God, we inevitably undermine the basis of our own
existence and destroy ourselves. God did not create us to be independent of Him, and
our reason allows us neither to control our fate nor even to accommodate ourselves
to it. In article | want to stress that from Augustine's perspective, we have only one
genuine choice to make, and we cannot rely on reason to make it. This is the choice
between God and ourselves, whether we will devote our lives to God or to earthly
happiness. Reason cannot make this choice. Our love of God cannot be based on
reason, for we are incapable of comprehending God. Instead, the choice must be
based on faith. You either will God or you will yourself. We must be residents of earth,
but we must not be citizens of earth. If we are to have any hope of receiving God's
grace, we must look on ourselves as simply traveling through a strange and terrible
place. In other words, we must consider ourselves as no more than pilgrims, seeking a
holy place that no mortal has ever seen. Only our faith that, such a place exists allows
us to continue our journey. If faith falters, the loneliness of the road inevitably will
compel us to abandon the pilgrimage, to attempt to find a home somewhere along
the way. Only those who define themselves by their faith as citizens of the City of God,
rather than of any earthly city, have any hope of salvation.



