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Givi Rogava
Islam in Present-Day Abkhazia

(Summary)

Islam, spread in Abkhazia as early as in the 16" century and established to a greater or
lesser extent in subsequent centuries, is at present in the process of a certain revival,
which is due to the confrontation of Abkhazia with Christian Georgia and later on its
separation. One part of the Abkhazians used Islam as an ideological weapon, on the
one hand, against the Christian Georgians, as persons of another religion, and, on
the other one, in order to win the sympathy of the Muslim peoples of the Northern
Caucasus.

The number of the Muslim Abkhazians as compared with the Christian Abkhazians
does not exceed about 10%.

The policy of the de facto government of Abkhazia is so far loyal towards Islam, but
in future it will not be able to resist interests of the high secular and ecclesiastical
authorities of Russia, for which Islamization of Abkhazia is absolutely unacceptable.
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