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Nicolae V. Dura, Biserica crestina in primele patru secole. Organizarea si bazele ei canonice, in,,Ortodoxia“
XXXIV, 1982, N. 2, p.300;

Nicolae V. Dura, Comunitatile ortodoxe romane de peste hotare, o preocupare permanenta a Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane, in ,Studii Teologice” XXXVIII, 1986, N. 1, p. 10;

Nicolae V. Dura, Principiile canonice fundamentale de organizare si functionare a Bisericii Ortodoxe
si reflectarea lor in legislatia Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, in ,Marturie Ortodoxa“ Revista Comunitatii
Ortodoxe Romane din Olanda, Haga, VI, 1987, N. 10, p. 129;

Dumitru Gaina, Ortodoxia romaneasca in Australia, in volumul ,Omagiu Profesorului Nicolae V. Dura
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4om0dEgdmms SEa0mmMdM0g0 JOHoLGnsbymo mgda, gamagbosl ymgagmogol gdmgmms
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la 60 de ani” Editor si coordonator, Prof. Univ. Dr. Teodosie Petrescu, Editura Arhiepiscopiei Tomisului,
2006, p. 627.
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Arhidiacon prof. dr. loan N. Floca, Canoanele Bisericii Ortodoxe, note si comentarii, Sibiu, 1992, p. 26
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mobo, 1962;
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39MmM3030, &mdo |, ag. 271-273.
393030, &m3do |, a3. 35.

39MM3039, &m3o |, ag. 221-223.
39MmM3039, &m3o IV, bogzgon 2, a3. 299.
39m3039, @mda V, az. 3.

6 Hothormob 3bmzcgds, @mdn |, a3. 38.
393039, 3o |, a3. 40-42.
39MmM3039, &mado |, a3. 186.

39MmM3030, &mao |, ag. 230.

39MmM3039, &mdo |, 33. 201.

" ggmeigngs, @mdo IV, Bagzgmn 1, ag. 58.
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3o gonbobe. (...

dmgos SbMos Jomodom @Maodnbdmbom, Mmdgm oL bmggmo dgahgmos, bows
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' 39mgngs, &mdo IV, Bogzgmo 2, a3. 180, 184, 185.
Paladie, Istoria Lausiaca (Lavsaicon), p. 84.
a. amdomndgomo, dnoGoodg ImbBmgemo, mdamobo, 1962, ag. 237.

a. amdamadgomo, mMo gdnawo ImbBmbs o jo3omyoob (36m3z6980006, Mdomabo, 1965, ag
42, 43.
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Priest Aleksi Kshutashvili
Georgian Orthodox Church apostolic status
historical-canonic principles

Summary

In the present article the author explains the meaning of “apostolic status” for local
Orthodox Church and how it corresponds with Georgian autocephaly church reality. It
is shown that historically there have been formed two meanings of this term:

. In patristic period, i.e. in I-Vlll cc, when some church was said to be apostolic, it meant
that there was kept holy orthodox apostolic doctrine. Holy fathers wrote much that
heretics in vain declared their pretences and named themselves as apostolic churches,
as there was not kept true confession. In other words, in patristic period all local
churches where true religion was preached were named as apostolic.

Il. Comparatively later, in X-XII cc, the other doctrine was developed, according to
which only that local church was named an apostolic church, on the territory of which
some of holy apostles had preached. In case church could not demonstrate this, a
question of deprivation of autocephaly or some honorable title was raised.

In the article there are provided all the major historical sources, proving that Georgian
Orthodox Church was founded directly by apostles on the territory of Iberia- Georgian
state at that time as well as in Roman Empire provinces of Pontus and Cappadocia, in
which Georgians represented the most part of aboriginal population.

In the conclusion is said that as the Georgian church: 1) has been keeping true
Orthodox religion and 2) is founded directly by holy apostles; it rightly bears the status
of apostolic church.



