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From the history of the representation of astrological
symbolism in Georgian numismatic heritage (why a dragon was
depicted on the coins minted in Thbilisi in 1712-1713)

Summary

The image of the dragon has been recorded on Georgian coins for over
three centuries. This image is found on coins minted in the royal mint of
Thilisi, which are dated 1124 in the Hijri (Islamic) calendar. This year corre-
sponds to the Christian years of 1712/1713.

Between 1712 and 1714, the Kingdom of Kartli was ruled by a represen-
tative of the Bagrationi (Bagratid) royal dynasty — Simon (1682-1741). His
father — Levan (1652/56-1709) ruled the Kingdom of Karth twice: in 1676-
1677 and 1703-1704. He was the son of King Vakhtang V (1598-1675), who
reigned in Kartli in 1658-1675.
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The study establishes that the depiction of the dragon on the above-men-
tioned Georgian coins had an astrological basis. This was influenced by the
fact that the years 1712-1713, which is the date of the minting of the afore-
mentioned coin, was the Year of the Dragon according to the Chinese horo-
scope.
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