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National and State Development Prospects in the
Context of the Kingdoms of Kartli and Wallachia
(XVII-XVIII centuries)

Summary

The aim and objective of the research paper is to provide the pattern
of a state development through studying and analyzing a period in history.
Nation/state building follows a scheme: mythology — ethnicity; religion —
statehood; ideology — a nation-state. By overcoming these milestones
nations manage to cross the threshold of history and enter into a new era,
and to build a modemn state capable of cultural development in the context
of friendly relations with other states. The subject studied in this paper is the
political and cultural Legacy of Vakhtang VI, which is distinguished in the
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history of Georgia by its significance. Following the Treaty of Amasya,
concluded in 1555, the Ottoman Empire and Persia divided Georgia into
two parts, and this was the unfavorable political situation inherited by the
king Vakhtang VI. Besides industrial activities, Vakhtang VI initiated
extensive cultural activities: establishing a printing house in Thbilisi,
convening a wise men commission in charge of compiling and analyzing
Georgian historical and literary monuments, and starting to print books in
the Georgian language. In order to accomplish his plans, he contacted
Anthim the Iberian, who at that time lived and worked in Wallachia;
Anthim the Iberian sent Mikhail Ishtvanovich to Georgia, who founded the
printing house and gathered the generation around it, who promoted the
renaissance of the Georgian culture. Literacy is a prerequisite for the
development of societies. Only a developed society is capable of building a
state, which is based on values and promotes national culture. National
ideology is the system of rational ideas, which unites values and principles
of practical activities. In this respect, it does not just resemble a religion, but
actually is based on it and forms a single whole, which should generate
citizenship awareness. Hence, it was in the bosoms of the Church, where the
effective steps were initiated; the steps which were to tum politically
fragmented nations suffering under the yoke of empires into single,
independent nation-states. Along this path, proper educational program,
which would grant access to knowledge, was essential, and this was
possible by establishing a publishing house. The fact that the same person
accomplished the idea of establishing printing houses in both countries —
Romania and Georgia — defined the fate of and historical developments in
these countries. The endeavors of Vakhtang VI in Georgia and those of
Anthim the Iberian in Wallachia laid the groundwork for a new stage in the
history of both countries.
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