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KAKHA KETSBAIA
ON CRITICAL INTERPRETATION OF
VIRTUALIZATION OF RELIGIOUS LIFE
IN POST-MODERN SOCIETY

Summary

Nowadays nobody argues that a new type of society, transformed society, is being de-
veloped with globalization process, where every social institute is under alteration. For
example, during the last century economics, politics, system of values have changed
and likely religious life of society will change too. In modern society, which is based
upon high technologies and scientific approach of the universe, the role of religion has
been shifted to the background. For this reason, sociology of modern religion began
speaking of its annihilation. As sociologists say, globalization caused the origin of “civil
religion”. Everything this assists in developing of post-confessional society. According
to sociologists, concept of electronic, so-called cyber-church will arise in to the foreg-
round of society of such type, which eventually will be considered as the origin of so-
called “virtual religiousness”. In this case, the main line of development of society is the
motion from “sacral” to “civil’, during which “sacral” becomes weaker and weaker and
finally we get desacralized society. The process of secularization is the base of ever-
ything this, which in sociology of modern religion is not so groundlessly connected
with modernization process. Side by side with concept of “Virtual religion” a new term
“Religious innovations” has come into sociology of religion.

The main questions are: is the role of religion actually declined in modern society? If
culture has become mass-culture doesn’t the same threaten religion? If it is so and re-
ligion would really lose its importance, influence upon the society, what would be the
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result of this process? Are not we going to unreligious society? If it happens other way
- everything this will cause contrary reaction and traditional religions will be filled with
new energy in new condition and will start full-blooded life.

The effect of modern latest informational technologies is the basis of pessimistic and
nihilistic ideas on the future of religion. Many new terms in sociology of religion have
appeared to denote the processes taking place in the sphere of religion. One of them,
comparatively old term, is TV-evangelism; it means using of TV and media technologi-
es for preaching testament topics, which in fact is the American-protestant version of
evangelistic practice. Ultra modern version of TV-evangelism in this sphere is internet
practice. This question is the most painful and argumentative. There is no principal
position about it not only among sociologists, but among the representatives of tradi-
tional religions too. Two main positions have been brought to the light. Some see un-
precedented transformation of religion, final of traditional religions and the beginning
of “new religion’, so-called virtual religion in it; others don't see any transformation of
religion in these processes and consider it as an effective usage of means of commu-
nication and information in religious practice. According to this view, nihilistic socio-
logical theories about the future of religion purposefully complicate the situation, or
otherwise it is the result of their ignorance. But the virtualization of religious life is a
fact today and it makes its future very pessimistic.

Informational space is only the upper layer of soul life. That's why virtual and cyber-
church will never occupy the place of real temple. It is only parody and simulation of
real temple. But the time comes when man will get out of the captivity of this simulati-
on and virtual reality, and will return to eternal truth and real religious faith. Artificially
made and constructed in virtual space Pseudo-religion has no future and every expe-
riment in this sphere is born to death. Religious life is living contact with transcendent
which in the case of virtualization is lost. As for preaching, internet could be a good
mean, but preaching is not only audio and video recording of mp3 format, it is God’s
living word, which should be spread from ambo.



