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Irakli Brachuli
Intellect and Paradox of Faith

summary

The article emphasizes the idea that belief in God cannot and should not be
rational in the sense that it cannot possibly be proved conclusively that God
exists or that Christianity is true. Jesus said, "Whoever would save their life
will lose it and whoever loses their life for My sake will save it" (Lk 9:24). No
material prosperity can compensate for the loss of eternal life. We take risks by
trusting God's leading, which may take us to some uncomfortable places. We
do what's right, even though it may not bring us success.

The notion, that one became a Christian by simply accepting intellectually some
supposedly rational set of proofs for the validity of Christianity, is not accepted.
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This is the epitome of hypocrisy. We argue that Christ's words were merely
a collection of unrelated parables with ambiguous meanings and not fitting
into a coherent system. Even miracles like turning water into wine or even
the Resurrection according to him do not conclusively prove anything but are
simply a tool to attract one's attention to the need to decide, on basis of a "leap
of faith", whether to believe or not. A "leap to faith" is necessary because God,
as transcendent and "other", is unknowable, and any revelation to humanity
can therefore only be in the form of "indirect communication".

It is shown, that the above ideas have been enormously influential in Western
culture. They not only dealt a severe blow to the naive rationalism prevalent in
Christian theology in the 19th century - and, in fact, still prevalent nowadays in
fundamentalist varieties of Christianity (e.g., evidential apologetics) - but were
also important in the development of Christian Existentialism and Postmodern
Christianity, as well as of Existentialism and Postmodernism in general.

The Psalmist prays, "Teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of
wisdom" (90:12). Every story of conversion is the story of a blessed defeat."
Surrender is sacrifice: we bring ourselves to the altar and let God do with us
what He will. It will cost something to live for God; it will cost more to live for
self. From this surrender we discover our war with God is over, and we find true
peace.

What is the paradox of faith? The paradox of faith is to have confidence that, all
will be well known, is entirely possible.



