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Nana Guliashvili
Color, as Aesthetical Phenomenon in
Middle Ages Byzantine Religious Art

Summary

Our deeply visual culture today shows the fascination humanity has with
the power of images. This paper intends to discuss the use and importance
of aesthetics of color within the context of Byzantine religious art. The works
produced in the service of the Eastern Orthodox Church still employed today,
show a remarkable synthesis of doctrine, theology and aesthetics. The majesty
of the images bespeaks of the Glory of God and the spiritual realities of the
Christianfaith. Theimages were intended to educated and provide contemplation
of the invisible realm of the spirit. Byzantine aesthetics, therefore, is thoroughly
in the service of theology. By studying the spiritual intensity of color in medieval
Byzantine art, one may be able to regain once more the awe of mystery of life
and nature that surrounds humanity even in an overwhelming technological and
material world of today. Middle Ages Byzantine art and theology still present
today within the Eastern Orthodox Church provides a model of synthesis of
spiritual and visual realities, thus adding to the repertoire of the power of
images to inspire and educate.



