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Irakli Brachuli
Religious Dilemma of ldentity

Summary

The problem of identity can determine the future of mankind. What is awaiting
us? the war between civilizations, or the dialogue of cultures? Multitude of
identities, true and false identities, dangerous identities are often become the
reason of public and private cataclysms. In many parts of the world: in post-
Soviet and post - colonial countries are simultaneously activated many forms
of identity and self-consciousness. Personal, religious, cultural, traibalistic,
clanical, ethnical, national, political, professional, social, regional, civil forms
take shape of alternative or antagonistic forms towards one another in certain
context. The integration process of nation-states in the European Union, which
is difficult to predict and is impossible in some aspects made actual the research
of the identity phenomenon. It has become a central concept, not only for
culturological, anthropological and sociological science but also for the general
science for the humanities.

Discussion of the problem is based on the view that identity of person would
not be understood as a social type of identity; it does not only belong to "ego"
playing the social role. For that purpose is used term "Mask", as for term
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"Person", it is used to denote inner world of human being. Identity of the human
person is a multi-spectrum phenomenon that needs a lot of holistic researches.

In contemporary personalistic philosophy is distinguished human person and
existenz; this differentiation creates the aporia of identity. In modern rapidly
changing environment the social institutions and human existence are under
comprehensive transformation. What is that, that remains unchangeable in
human being? In the modern world is it possible to change social role, episteme,
the belonging of civilization, religion and language as well as non-traditional
changes like sex change, Replacement of body organs via transplantation. The
termination of own existence by euthanasia. Rapid aging and replacement of
tools and equipment makes the question actual, maybe even a human being
became outdated model? The contemporary theory of identity of person is
under a strong influence of John Locke's ideas. This refers to the difference
between person and existenz. What makes the identity of things, animals
and plants? Their individual continuity of life. The same is identity of human’s
existence the identity of the person is cardinaly different. The complex factors of
consciousness build up the identity of person and first is memory. According to
Plato the existence of the soul discoves itself in memory of own its preexistence.
According to Kantian definition person is moral subject. The masks and social
roles are transformed. Which shows the center of human existence? How to
make simultaneous of my person's identity with a mask? Which mask is an
adequate to my person? Which is false and which is true identity? The classical
example of this problem is shown in Oedipus’s Tragedy. Oedipus thought that
he was the king of Tebe and the husband of lokaste. His existence had been
radically changed after he discover the mistake. Often inspired ethnic-conflicts
are based on these kind of mistakes. Modern man has a number of simultaneous
identities. It is due to a world of multilateral relations. This creates a threat of
the simulation of identity. The trend has been observed that a single person
should be realized in @ major and self role. At the end of post-communist epoch
prevailed ethnic-national political mythology and regime. In the last decade
becomes dominant the idea of European identity and the relevant institutions.
Idental European myths, ideas, traditions, that are commn to West, form a new
civilization.

The identities of the actual and potential vectors are important. Potential
identity, which is called in theology "The mystery of the person”, is the matter
of analysis of ethical practice and existentialism.

The primary task of human consciousness is to establish moral consciousness
and universal tolerance as the highest and all-determining goal. Appealing to
one’s lot may obliterate the essential point of responsibility.



