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Vazha Nibladze

Atheism and Freedom
(Jean-Paul Sartre)

Summary

Relying on the fact of realization of "my" freedom which in its turn is based on the fact
of existence of the moral law in "me" (feeling of remorse) Kant proceeded to admission
of metaphysical nature of the ontological structure of the world. He divided existence
into phenomena and noumena, into things constituted in the process of cognition
and ,things in-it-selves” i.e. Kant used freedom of man (freedom of will, freedom of
choice) to establish and justify metaphysics as a sphere of faith (and, accordingly, of
religion). There is a contrary attempt given in Sartre’s theory: the fact of existence of
human freedom points to,making up”, inventing metaphysical world, to the possibility
of presenting desirable as real.

Thus if in Kant’s theory explanation of human free will (as an unconditioned means
of realization of moral acts) pointed to the possibility and even the necessity of
establishing metaphysics (and the sphere of faith in general) in Sartre’s doctrine the
same fact of existence of free will in man is used to demonstrate illusiveness and
groundlessness of metaphysics (and of the transcendental in general).

| clearly see and understand that the mundane world is nothingness ontologically, the
consciousness itself is ,nothing"’, declares Sartre. But are accidentalness and absurdity
of the mundane world sufficient reasons and clear evidence to believe and declare
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existence of the metaphysical being (of ideal and perfect)? Sartre thinks that the
answer to this question is negative though men easily believe in the existence of the
transcendental (metaphysical) being. The fact of the transient character of the real
world was enough for Plato to believe in existence of the ,world of ideas” and enchant
the entire European philosophical thought by an ,illusion” of existence of the eternal
values and the possibility to partake of them as it is characteristic of religious thought.

It was not accidental that Kant considered man’s striving to the metaphysical being
(the transcendent) to be an inseparable feature of our souls. And Kant was not alone at
this point. It will suffice to recall Heidegger’s arguments as to impossibility to overcome
metaphysics. Sartre’s ontological conception attempts to convince man that he/she can
realize the ontological structure of the world and determine man’s place in it without
admitting the metaphysical (the transcendent). For it is quite possible that the world
(being in-itself) were not metaphysical. It can be of ,phenomenal” structure where
there are no ,essences” behind events (things). In thus theorized ontological design
every man has to,create” himself/herself his/her own essence. Therefore, according to
Sartre ,existence precedes and rules essence”, at least, in man.

Realization of the absoluteness of his/her own freedom (and this means acceptance
of full responsibility) invokes a specific experience (feeling). To express this experience
Sartre revived a term of Latin origin - Langoisse (f) — which corresponds to sorrow,
grief, anguish, anxiety in Georgian.

According to Sartre man is burdened by absolute freedom and the feeling of
responsibility ensuing from it. It is the source of his/her ,metaphysical anxiety” and
entails the experience of Langoisse. Itis his/her main,existentz” and not Heidegger’s so-
called dread (Angst, f) in the presence of God or nothingness which, before Heidegger,
was specially pointed to by Kierkegaard as desperation though was originally (and
specifically) discussed and established by Heidegger.



