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Irma Ratiani
The Models of Literary Discourse within Soviet Totalitarianism

Summary

Keywords: Soviet totalitarianism, literary discourse, Soviet discourse, Anti-Soviet
discourse.

The aim of this paper is to discuss and analyze structural models of literary
discourse being captured within the frameworks of Soviet totalitarian regime.

Literature is a conceptual reflection on ongoing processes; Context, serving
as a background for the formation of a literary text, is reflected on conceptual and
expressive layers of the same text. If we take into consideration intrinsic longing of
literature towards intellectual and representative freedom we can vividly envisage
the obstacle emerging between a literary text and real context under the conditions of
totalitarian regime. The creation of ideological diktat, as a violent governing system, is
the ultimate sign of totalitarianism as well as formation and establishment of clichés,
which limits the boundaries of literary freedom to a great extend. The 1920s can serve as
an illustration, when modemistic tendencies established in Georgian literature became
in conceptual antagonism with the ideological principles of Soviet diktat. The policy
marked by destruction of spiritual values opposed literary process marked by inner,
spiritual quest, which in itself reflected precisely the crisis of the epoch, the general
scepticism and nihilism that reigned in the society oppressed by intellectual terror. The
opposition between totalitarian regime and artistic-literary thinking existed for decades
and formed important stages in the history of Georgian culture.

Under such circumstances, from the standpoint of the analysis of literary studies,
emphasis is made not only on the evaluation of conceptual and motivational models of a
text —but the revealing of literary discourse reaction on intellectual terror, systematization
of those structural models, which are offered by extended literary materials; in addition,
the establishment of the link between conceptual-motivational and structural models of
literary discourse is also important, realizing how tight or loose this link is. The process
is symptomatic and entails a wide cultural area.

56



o gty dmo obygelob dmEgmado Ladgmms Bm@emodscobdol 3ocmdgsdo

Soviet union represented a symbol of artificial historical and cultural eclecticism,
however incompatibility was successfully masked by the proper functioning of
hyper-tropic statc machine and the principle of the centralization of the authorities:
an individual’s need is shared by everyone, what is rule for one, is for everyone, an
individual’s lifestyle should be accepted by every single person — the decision was
made unanimously by the centre; nationality, history, tradition, thinking and longing are
details of marginal value against the background of red Soviet marker.

Is the interior of this artificial system as naive as a fagade? Obviously not.

Brave revolutionists had developed as cynics and fanatics, and the concept
of a leader acquired an ambivalent and ambiguous meaning. Leader turmed into the
personification of oppression, cruelty, a monster representing artificial-pathetic object
of admiration for the crowd or in other words, subordinate mass.

What kind of impact can such political system have on art, in particular, on
literature?

The paper deals with different aspects of this influence: ideological pressure on
writers and obliging them to be in the service of dictate by means of terror; formation of
Soviet Discourse and creation of its radical model - Proletarian Discourse; establishment
of concepts like - “Soviet Writing”, “Social Realism™, “Soviet School of Criticism”;

The second side of the process is also presented: the struggle of non-conformists
when the writer opposes surface illusion of happiness and chooses an active form of
creative protest, resulting in the formation of Anti-Soviet discourse. A new concept —
“writer — people’s enemy” is being established.

Also, the problem of the relationship of Soviet and Anti-Sovict literary discourses
towards context and its diffcrent stages of development and different forms are discussed
in the paper: the Discourse of War; Soviet Publicist: official press, patriotic texts,
epistolary writing; Pro-Western Liberal Discourse; Subjective Discourse; Dissident
Discourse and etc.

The ending of the Soviet period in the history of Georgian litcrature is also
stated.

37



