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Kakha Ketsbaia
Lectures on Sociology of Religions
Religious Tolerance against Challenges of the
Contemporary Transforming Society

Summary

A brief history of the problem of religious tolerance and contemporary interpretations
of the problem are analyzed in the article. The author holds the view that religion
in itself is a tolerant phenomenon and therefore a religious person is of tolerant
nature. Hence it is difficult to understand why religious tolerance is presented as a
problem. The foundation of such an attitude is the fact that every religion claims to
be a universal truth. It is really so and there should not be anything strange in it but a
live religious life is quite different. If we consider the history of the world religions we
shall see that respect and tolerance of man’s religious rights are embedded in almost
every religion. Religious tolerance has been turned into a problem by the so-called
prophets of religious liberty for whom there is no difference between religions or sects.
It is widely known that religious persons and firm believers are much more tolerant
than those who are far from religion. Surprisingly, such persons are the most fervent
propagators and advocates of religious tolerance. It has nothing in common with real
faith and tolerance as it is pseudo-tolerance. Religious tolerance is far from religious
indifferentism and religious fanaticism. It is valuable only in case when representatives
of this or that religion are tolerant. True religious faith is never a barrier to the culture
of tolerance. Just the contrary - it is difficult to think of the culture of tolerance without
true religious faith. It is religious indifferentism or religious pluralism that is meant by
the concept of religious tolerance in our society and such a position is wrong.



