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Bogemgdmom, dgdmga 9mbimaalb mbaggMbo@g@do Jomoramn 9bab jo-
»9ec0b ©m(376@°w.

44
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Ilia Okromchedlishvili-Serebryakov (1838-1898) and Georgian
Historical Thought of the Second Half of the 19th Century

Summary

Ilya Okromchedlishvili was one of the active representatives of the gen-
eration of the 1860s, a historian who played an important role in the imple-
mentation of the national project of Ilya Chavchavadze, preserving the iden-
tity of the Georgian nation and strengthening the national-liberation spirit of
the Georgian people through the activation of the historical past of Georgia.
Along with other Georgian scientists working at St. Petersburg University,
Ilya Okromchedlishvili-Serebryakov provided great help to the beginning of
the revival of Georgian historical science. Ilia Chavchavadze was well aware
of Ilia Okromchedlishvili’s talent and scientific abilities, and therefore, in his
first journal, created ,.,to improve the future of the Georgian people”, —,,Geor-
gian News", together with other prominent Georgian scholars, he published
Okromchedlishvili’s extensive study, ,,A Brief Discussion on the Successes of
the Armenian Language in Modern Times" (,,Georgian News", No. 6, 1863).
The letter testifies to the sufficient knowledge of the author in the problem of
research, good knowledge of the history and culture of Armenia. During his
work at the Petersburg Academy of Sciences, he did a lot to identify Georgian
historical antiquities, whether it was financing scientific expeditions, popu-
larizing Georgian history among European scientists, or informing the high
scientific community of Russia about ancient Georgian culture and history.
One of the facts that confirms this is the organization of Okromchedlishvili
V congress of archeologists of the Russian Empire in Tiflis and his personal
speeches at the congress; In the conditions of the falsification of the histor-
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ical past of Georgia and the scope of the campaign against it, the Armenian
work of llya Okromchedlishvili played a big role. In this direction, he made
a significant contribution to the study of Armenian-Georgian relations. His
works are ,,To the ancient history of Georgians and Armenians”, ,,Who in-
vented the Georgian alphabet”, ,,Historical-bibliography articles". and others,
give interesting information about the historical past of two countries and
peoples, their ethnogenesis and cultural development. Notes to the works of
Ilia Okromchedlishvili, dedicated to Russian, Armenian, French and German
historical sources, testify that the development of Georgian historical thought
reached a new level by the end of the 19th century and met the standards of
European historical science; llya Okromchedlishvili raised a whole genera-
tion of cartologists, helping them to develop the ability to understand the his-
torical past of the Georgian people both in the national and in the general hu-
man context. The works of Ilya Okromchedlishvili, his articles and reviews,
which have come to us, are made with professional depth and carry a certain
national function. Everything related to his unceasing philanthropy and par-
ticipation in the preservation of Georgian ethno-cultural values was included
in the great national project of the leaders of the 1960s and was aimed at the
liberation of occupied Georgia, the restoration of its state function and the
future historical and cultural revival.
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