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NINO KHUNDADZE

THE PORTRAIT IN DIMITRI ERISTAVI’S ART
Abstract

The Georgian artist D. Eristavi, the so called “shestidesiatnik,” the man who
belonged to the generation of the 1960s, had various interests. His attempt to under-
stand the phenomenon of man, was evidently one which had priority, and has influ-
enced a number of portrait compositions. With talent made very clear by his exquisite
diversified drawing techniques, and with a true feeling of line and stroke, the artist
reproduces an individual in all his uniqueness. The artist’s subjective vision is mani-
fested with all its due effects. D. Eristavi seeks the appropriate drawing technique for
every character. Sometimes he does it by a strictly “sculptural” technique, and at other
times he uses a “painting” or drawing manner. In either case he creates impressive
images. The variety in the artist’s drawing technique of the artist is clearly reflected in
the endless replacement of artistic and compositional means. These changes all depend
on the appearance and character of the model, and in turn this model has been chosen
by the artist on the basis of certain artistic interests. This permanent harmonic rela-
tionship between the artist and model in his works is evident.

A great number of portraits created by D. Eristavi evidently reflect the artist’s
creative evolution - his attitude to the decorative means, and the drastic change of his
artistic interests. It is also to be noted that these distinctive features at every stage of
development are one and the same not only for the portraits but for all works created
during the same period.

At all stages of development of D. Eristavi’s art we may note a certain interest of
the artist in various periods of the classic art. In the portrait compositions the portrait-
painters skills are clearly revealed the attentive look, and the clear perception of a man,
which one can only envy.
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Fig. 6. Self-Portret

Fig. 5. Portret of T. Chkhenkeli
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Fig. 3. Portret of N. Eristavi Fig. 4. Portret of Tako Djilasze
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