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Resume

Nodar Bakhtadze
Incinerator Grave in Samshvilde Caves and Hittite Burial Ritual

During the last two decades, grandiosc systems of artificial caves were recorded in
Georgia, in the river gorges of Kvemo (Lower) Kartli region. Architectural and ar-
chaeological study of these sites, which were more than once reoccupied and recon-
structed, had led us to the conclusion that their major cores represent rock-cut settle-
ments established in various periods of the Bronze Age.

Recently, during the archaeological study of such caves in the environs of the city-site
Samshvilde, in the gorge of the river Khrami, we have witnessed a discovery confirm-
ing that on certain stages of the Bronze Age, one part of these caves was used as burials
and, presumably served for cult-memorial purposes. Namely, 2 medium-size clay pot
was found in the layer containing fragments of ceramic objects (typical of the Late
Bronze Age) on the rocky floor in one of the caves. The pot was covered by a large clay
fragment decorated with relief stripes. Due to the technology of their production and
style, both the pot and the fragment it was covered with, find direct analogies among
ceramic objects unearthed in Georgian archaeological sites of the second half of the 2™
Mill. B. C. As confirmed by the spectral analysis of the pot contents, these were re-
mains of the cremated deceased.

Ritual of burying cremated remains in the clay pot, ascertained in Samshvilde cave is
most likely to indicate close ties of this society with the Hittite culture. This point of
view is also supported by the studies of foreign scholars, according to which similar
burial ritual, alongside inhumatory burials, was quite wide-spread in Hittite civilisation
both in early kingdom and the empire epoch.

"o, J';Jgi(]nﬁn, A pwododnepno, A aomdaad;), wall hadmityan.
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Resume

Mariam Gabashvili
Silver “Emblema’” from Vani

During the archaeological excavations on Vani city-site (western Georgia), a treasury
was discovered in the Hellenistic structures unearthed in 1978-1981; among other ob-
jects, this treasury also contained a silver medallion (diameter: 78 mm), the so called
“emblema” bearing a female deity. This is a high relief bust of a middle aged woman,
represented frontally, with her head slightly turned side-wards, clad in a sleeveless chiton
and a diadem on her curly hair with a parting in the middle; a rod is seen on the right
edge of the disk. This medallion shows similarity with golden medallions discovered in
Thessalia, Halmyrus (at present in the collections of D. Robinson and Ch. L. Morley),
those in Los Angeles and two medallions of Helen Statatos (4*-3" cc. B.C.), as well as
two medallions of somewhat later date in Princeton Art Museum. Based on its antistic-

A qotghaprago, . goegesbo, waliab, £a36, 3. 78.
= M. M. KobGuanna, galish, 6576, pg. 14.
P K. Mavabean, wolish. 623, 3y 13.

27



stylistic characteristics, it bears affinity with a small limestone head from Bliss collec-
tion. Due to the generalised, massive, monumental rendering of forms, Vani medallion
should be ascribed to the 2™ ¢. B.C.; however, it does not seem to be much remote from
the 3" ¢. B.C. samples and can be placed in a spell between the limestone head and
Princeton medallions.

Age of a woman depicted on Vani disk, her crown and a rod by her side, draws her
closer to the itmage of Demetra, deity of fertility. This supposition is grounded on the
fact that agniculture, as a leading branch of production was wcil developed in old Kolhett,
in Vani tolos cult of chtonic deities is ascertained, which might be Demctra, as well as
other arguments, such as: donations (e.g. millet) uncarthed in various places, inscrip-
tion on a pedestal of a statue, containing Demetra's epithet, tcrracotta statuette —
Demetra’s face (two terracotta images of Demetra arc also found in Pichvnari, near
Batumi). Noteworthy are two silver statucttes of young men and minute vessels, dis-
covered together with the “emblema”, which were also linked with the veneration of

the deity of fertility.
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Resume

Nato Gengyuri
Parnaki Church

Pamaki church (historic Kola, present Turkey) is mainly known from the material ob-
tained in 1907 by E. Takaishvili during his expedition. In scholarly literature it is dated
to the 10™ ¢., however, as supposcd by V. Beridze, it might even be ascribed to the 8-
9" cc. Based on the descriptions, photographs and measured drawings made by A. Kalgin,
this is a *“Kuppelhalle™ type church with a domc supported by the wall projections and
chanccl apse comners. It is noteworthy that the dome drum is tetrahedral in the exterior,
which makes it possible to propose that dome-supporting framework (squinches?) might
have been moved uppermost, up to the bottom of the hemisphere. Also interesting is
the fact that dome-supporting bay is not square, but rectangular; *“to balance” this dome-
supporting arches are rested on the central part of the projections and not their edges.

Four circular windows of the drum are important for dating the church. This element is
first seen in the 8™ c. Telovani Jvarpatiosani church and later, in the 10" c. Bobosgiri
church and Solomon-Kala (two windows); at the same time, unlike these, in Parmnaki,
penctration of the light into the interior is even lesser, which makes it possible to as-
cribe it to an earlier date. In terms of the general composition, this is a two-partite
“Kuppelhalie”, which, compared to Dvani church of St. George (6™c. or, maybe, 8" c.)
and Solomon-Kala, shows that, similar to Dvani, the dome is arranged over a “purely”
single-aisled space and, similar to Solomon-Kala, parts of the interior intermingle and
dome-supporting bay is dominant. This makes it possible to date erection of Pamaki
church by the 9" c. (plain projections, absence of the fagade decoration also indicate to
the same period), while Solomon-Kala seems to follow it.
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gmaomoym ‘djdogedo mbRs@gdolimgol Jodermeno s@dodgddatol sbogoa bsgghgégbols
aobgomodgdnlisb.

Resume

Irine Giviashvili
To the Reconstruction of the Initial Forms of Zegani (Zakt) Church

Zegani (Zaki) church is located in historic Erusheti (present Turkey). At present it is
exploded (preserved are south apse and a chance! fragment of triconch), but available
archival material — descriptions made by E. Takaishvili in 1902, measured drawings
and sketches made by S. Kldiashvili, photographs taken by A. Mamuchaishvili —- makes
it possible to reconstruct initial forms of the church.

Zegani church faced with hewn stone both in the interior and exterior, was a tnple-
apsed domed structure with clongated west cross-arm and projecting chancel apsc. Apses
are horseshoe-shaped, while the arches are pointed; entrances arranged in the side apses
lcad to pastophories. Pendentive-squinches are placed between the stepped dome-sup-
porting arches; four windows (two round, two — east and west — arched) were cut in the
dome drum articulated by mcans of twelve blind-arches (12 shafts conncected at the top,
were placed along the dome sphere). West cross-arm is anticulated by means of project-
ing pilasters and deep blind-arches. The gallery was located here, as well as both en-
trances of the church (the main one — to the south). North pastophory is apseless, rec-
tangular, while the south one is trapeziform, with irregular semicircular apse and a
window to the south.
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Porticos are arranged from the south and the north. Chancel apsc is pentagonal; rectan-
gular pastophories have pent roofs sloping westwards; triangular niches are formed
between the apse and pastophories. Shafts are placed along the apse edges; rectangular
niches — probably to house icons — are also seen. Comnice was adomed with the inter-
lace omament, a relief of St. George was placed below a chancel window termination;
images of animals on three plaques were embodied in the south wall of the west cross-
arm; multi-figured donor relief was placed above the south entrance. Dome drum was
cylindrical, with ornamental cornices in its upper and lower parts, and articulated by
means of sixteen blind-arches (eight are rested on a column with shafts and eight — on
a corbel); windows arc adomed with terminations, corbels arc omamented, reliefs are
also included. The dome 1s covered with stone slabs pointed at the top.
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Leila Khuskivadze
To the Peculiarities of Sculptural Deesis in Oshki

Numerous reliefs of the Oshki church (963-973, historic Tao, present Turkey) also comprise two
images of the Deesis — one on the south fagade and the other, on the sculptured pier of the south
gallery. First of these also contains donor “portraits™, which detcrmines its uniqueness. Notewor-
thy is representational character of this composition (although softened by free attitudes), its monu-
mentality, gesture of Christ’s upraised glorifying right hand (known in other Georgian monuments
of the early date) and festivity, which is reached by the arnamented vestments of the donors (car-
lier the same effect was achieved by their polychromatic treatment). In the Deesis on the pier,
attention is drawn by Christ’s gesture (right hand upraised in prayer), a scroll in His left hand and
depiction of figures without the supedaneum; a kneeling donor is represented icon-like at their
feet. Despite certain similarities of both compositions, figures on the pier are more expressive
(enlarged features, character of the design); due to the peculiarities of the design, they show affin-
ity with the early 11*™ ¢. chancel-barrier reliefs and the 10" ¢. metal icon of the Virgin from Lagurka,
white due to the voluminous rendering - with a number of 9"-11" ¢. samples, although they are not
identical to the latter. Figures of the fagade relief show affinity with the image of the Virgin on
Brili processional cross (late 10* c.). Certain spatial rendering of Oshki reliefs, which is also
traceable in some 10" c. reliefs, again affiliates them with the chancel-barricr relicfs.

Oshki reliefs are samples of the so called “relatively voluminous™ trend (N. Chubinashvili) in the
medieval Georgian sculpture, which co-exists with the “flat-graphical™ group (e.g. Doliskana re-
liefs and major part of Kumurdo images). Significant is the role of colour in these reliefs and
colouring of other samples (as well as their inscriptions and architectural details) — here, apart
from the purple (traditional for the Georgian sculpture), one can see blue, light blue, green, pink,
white and even gold (on the donor’s vestments on the fagade). Polychromy is used on numerous
Georgian reliefs from the 7 ¢. onwards, including the 11" ¢. and if, in this, as well as other
aspects, Byzantine and Syrian parallels can be quoted. still. Georgian tradition is of major impor-
tance.
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Resume

Nicholas Vacheishvili
To the Characteristics of the 13™-15" Century Architecture

As is well known, by the 13™-14" cc. significant stages of efflarescence in the Georgian architec-
ture were already in the past. After the first half of the 1 1™ c., great period of advanced develop-
ment of art was first succeeded by a stable stage of the “ornament execution art” in “Tamar's
epoch” (12®-13" cc.) and afterwards, under the conditions of natural decline of this direction, by a
general crisis of architecture (from the second half of the 13" c. onwards).

Several groups can be singled out among the cdifices of this period:

I group: churches, which despite separate artistic achievements, follow the general decadence
and, on the whole, fully reflect all components of decline (e.g. Ivantsminda in Upper
Imereti, Sholaveri, Patara Smada, Chorchani, minor chapel of Rusudan’s monastery in
Abastumani, Argveti, second layer of Apindza church, etc.).

2 group: churches, which more or less successfully repeat old, 6™-10™ cc. motifs (¢.g. Shoka,
Bolajuri, Mgvimevi, Chivinta, etc.).

3 group: churches, which are totally oriented towards the past (e.g. Giorgitsminda in Uraveli,
Nijgori, Dzveli Toloshi, Ortsepi, Berta in Samtskhe, Didi Dadeshi, Khriani, Sakevari,
etc.).

4 group: it comprises those churches, which show new spatial and structural experiments (e.g.
main church of Rusudan’s monastery, Dzveli Abi, Jabieti, Skuri, Chitikibe, Akhatani.
Khobi, Grtila, etc.).
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Resume

Yuza Khuskivadze
Murals of Nikortsminda Church

Early 11" c. multi-apse Nikortsminda church of St. Nicholas is painted in the 1660-
1670s. The church interior is divided into four registers. Dome drum bears (from the
top, downwards): Ascension of the Cross, 12 Prophets, Holy Bishops, Old and New
Testament scenes (Sacrifice of Abraham, Hospitality of Abraham, Ascension of Elijah,
Elijah Fed by the Raven, Nativity of the Virgin, Dormtion, Miracle at Canna), which
reveal the main concept of murals. Apse conch bears Deesis, lower — Celestial Liturgy,
haif-figures of Holy Bishops (arranged in two registers), in the fore-choir vault repre-
sented is Christ Ancient of Days. West cross-arm is occupied by the Last Judgement; in
the conchs of other four apses depicted is (from the south to the north): Nativity, Trans-
figuration, Crucifixion and Ascension; in the next register of: the south-east apse —
Presentation at the Temple and Baptism; south-west apse — Raising of Lasarus and
Entry into Jerusalem; north-west apse — Entry of the Virgin into the Temple and Depo-
sition; north-east apse — Harrowing of Hell and Touch of Thomas. Third register is
given to Warrior Saints and the last one ~ to the donor portraits of the Tsulukidze.

Ascension of the Cross (accompanied by Tetramorphs), depicted in the dome in ac-
cordance with the old tradition, together with the mural decoration of the west cross-
arm, bears an indication to the Second Coming, thus emphasising the significance of
this theme in the entire painting. Images of the diagonal apses are united into concep-
tual pairs according to a Chrism principle (e.g. images in the conches — Nativity and
Crucifixion, displaying the idea of Sacrifice; Transfiguration and Ascension, denoting
Theophany); the same is true of the next register. Narration unfolded in such a way,
starts with Nativity and ends with Ascension, which is again linked with the Second
Coming.

Due to their artistic value, these murals executed by two groups of painters and re-
newed a bit later, are inferior to the mural decorations of the early date. At the same
time, they are charactensed by certain tectonic and static qualities, being typical sample
of the epoch in terms of manner of execution, while donor figures show certain affinity
with the “portraits” of the so called “folk trend”; besides, some new “corporality” is
also discernible, which found its further development in the 18%-19* cc.
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Resume

Ekaterine Kvachatadze
“Chained” Lions on the Porch of Kolagiri Fortress
{(To the Interpretation of the “Chained” Lions in the Medieval Georgian Sculpture)

Kolagiri fortress, commissioned by Darejan, queen of Kartl-Kakheti (eastern Georgia),
is erected in 1782-1798. Preserved is the project of the fortress, denoting towers conse-
crated to St. Cross and Saints. This, together with the square shape of the fortress plan,
makes it possible to propose that the fortress was built as an image of the “Celestial
Jerusalem™. In the north-east middle tower, where the main entrance is arranged, “*Calvary
Cross” shaped within the brick masonry, is flanked by thc reliefs of chained lions. This
motif is first found on the west fagade of Kazreti church (first quarter of the 13" ¢.),
near the entrance. Other examples are of far later date — Ananuri church of the Virgin
(1689), where chained lions are included in a heraldic composition comprising huge
Cross and the “Tree of Life” on the south fagade, above the window. Of the same
period (1690-1712) is a composition on the east fagade of Sagarejo church of St. Peter
und St. Paul, where lions are placed on both sides of a big Cross, above its horizontal
arms. On the porch of St. David Garejeli’s Laura in David Gareji monastic complex
(1695), lions are presented on both sides of an entrance (on a surface recessed cross-
like), together with other images (an eagle, birds with the Communion Bread in their
beaks, crosses). On Chkhari bell-tower (17" ¢.), lion figures are placed on east and west
facadcs, above the entrances. Lion figure (together with other images, including a cross)
is embodied in the dome drum decoration (1710) of Tbilisi Sion church.

In general, symbolic meaning of a lion is ambivalent — denoting both good and evil
powers. However, its major concept is apothropical. Due to their location (mainly near
the entrance), above quoted reliefs of chained lions bear the latter concept. Also note-
worthy is their depiction together with a cross, emphatically severe, aggressive charac-
ter of lions in some cascs (Kazreti, Ananuri, Tbilisi Sion church). Taking all mentioned
above into account, “chaining” of a lion denotes suppression of evil power, its assign-
ment as a guard, which became possible through the Triumphant Cross.
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Resume

Avtandil Mikaberidze, Sopio Keburia
Traces of the Exile Georgian King on the Chased Gospel from Trebizond

Benaki Museum in Athens houses a Greek Gospel (N 34152) printed in Venice, which
used to belong to Solomon II, last king of Imereti (western Georgia), repressed by the
Russian authorities and exiled to Turkey. The Gospel is put in a chased silver cover,
executed by the craftsman from Trebizond — beginning from the 16" c., onwards, when
silver mine was discovered in Argirupolis, a strong metalwork centre emerged in Ponto.

" 3ete0e Smugdgueoa Tophnwpab: “8gadbgde bodatmgguraTe”, md., 2000, 3. 85. s3agg 3 gdgmnmasb
sfioh figgbl dogd dmygshammn dmbogdgde dg@daboe LafadimggeemBo doamaganl glabgd. 3G ern
dodmomygAagns o3 bojombal aaédgdm ob. odaq, ag. 207-210.
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Front side of the cover bears the central image of the Dormition, surrounded by the 11
life-scenes of the Virgin and images of the Prophets and St. Gregory of Nyssa, while on
the back side, central image of Harrowing of Hell is surrounded by the 14 Chrystological
cycle scenes and 4 Evangelists with their symbols. Similar book-covers were produced
in Brashovo (Transylvania) in the 17™-18" cc., as well as for Bachkovo monastery;
similarly chased is the cover of the Armenian Gospel (1787) kept in Benaki Muscum.

On both sides of the cover, central image i1s accompanied by the Georgian-Greek in-
scriptions (dating to 1815) stating donation of the Gospel to the church of St. Gregory
of Nyssa in Trebizond by the king Solomon II. A colophon (?) on the front page of the
Gospel, left by Iese Kanchashvili (Kanchaveli), confessor of the king, mentions death
of Solomon 1l on 7 February, 1815 and donation of the Gospel. Later, priest lese, took
monastic vows on Mount Athos, was named Ilarion and died in 1864, at present hc is
referred to as Ilanon New Georgian. At that ume (from 1665 onwards) church of St.
Gregory of Nyssa was a Metropolitan See of Trebizond and the king Solomon II was
buried in its courtyard. The church was destroyed in 1863, while the tomb of the king -
presumably, in 1935. Other samples of the Ponto metalwork might be still discovered
in Georgia.
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Resume

Maia Mania

The cellars of Old Thilisi

The article is concerned with the cellars of Old Thilisi and is based on the research
executed in the oldest parts of Tbilisi- Kala and Isani. The cellar is concidered as an
inseparable part of Tbilissian residential house and caravanseray and as one of the most
important component of Tbilisi architectural context.

The work reveals a first attempt of classification of the cellars from typological
and chronological points of view. The article conciders the constructive variety of cel-
lars and high artistic value of some of the structures.

The study of cellars allowed me to make scveral assumptions about the
townplanning traditions in the oldest residential districts of Tbilisi. If the famouse
thesis of different scientists about the medieval origin of layout of strects in Kala-Isani
is acceptable , this cannot be said about districts planning, which is to be dated to
strictly to XIXth century. The location of the oldest cellars (XVII-XVIII) under houscs,
or its courtyards, or under streets , and the fact that they never coincide exactly with the
XIXth century structure, inables us to assume that in the XIX th century the medieval
shapes of the streets and lanes were preserved, but inner parts of the districts were
planned according to the rules established in the XIX th century. Only the fragments of
walls of cellars of old houses were used, or the cellars as a whole were included in new
buildings of bigger scale. We date scveral cellars (according to type of construction,
shape of vault or niche, the use of wall material ctc.) to carly period-XVII-XVlIIice.,
which can become a basis for future investigation of medieval period urban structure of
Thilisi.
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Jobbgmmols ,,aLferdier Jodsdomobol® ghoo bogmamoe gaG3gmo
(aLfmde o@3d50bol™ s BoBd Fobobiggh@grmol ,,bodya@bsme Foabol
35058500bob*  B9JLGgéol JOMogBNTg3odolidedgdol bmgogdmo grgao)

wb396 LaJodmggmmb asdadmdab dogymbodgomdsh Jsfeimbas
3obHoba, @ogoFgMnbgm gadadaganbo ghy bsgombagste s badymgom
padab bygygos figgbms. gBme gn@ggere sgenws ws doboe gydbowe
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brjdmps ghmgbamoe qobynemdgdol, ob@dmemogene dgblingdgdobs ©s bymogde
S 9Meb aojtmda-ws jbobgds. 53 degmmo s dbgma MM gdgdob odgmggs oyl
Bpdormgdob s o FydmGdgegden I7domdal dmembmgm.. , ladyeboghme Jammgypmmdsd
9L dgdame™. dgmaan dgdom Ibndgbgmrmgaba aodmpao: ‘dgoddhs bymrbob-Lsds mMIgamnabols
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Resume

Tengiz Mgeliashvili
One Missing Page of Kananeli's "Incomparable Karabadini”

In early 18" c.. Vakhtang VI, king of Kartli (castern Georgia), initiated editing of a number of
old Gcorgian literary works, including two medical treatiscs — Kananeli's “Incomparablc
Karabadini” (12" ¢.) and “Medical Book Karabadini* by Zaza Panaskertel-Tsitsishvili (15"
c.). The first treatise is corrupted, among others, beginning of the section on winc and water is
missing. Comparison of both above-mentioned treatises made it clear that Zaza Panaskertel-
Tsitsishvili had used “Incomparable Karabadini™ (maybe. c¢ven other treatises unknown at
present) in his work. Morcover, 30% of “Incomparable Karabadini” which forms 25% of
“Medical Book Karabadini™ is taken by Zaza with minor changes. This makes it possible to
fully reconstruct this part of Kanancli's treatise. Besides, comparison of other parts of these
trcatises makes it possible to verify both texts, which further increases scientific value of the
information contained by them.

Botanical, zoological, overall-geological, etc. information preserved in old medical treatises
makes their significance even greater. It is notewaorthy that quantity of the mincral componcent
(12%) of medical remedies described in these treatises is in full accord with the analogous
data provided by Al Biruni (11.6%) and Ibn-Sina (Avicena) (12.7%). Special mention should
be made of the fact that Zaza Panaskertel-Tsitsishvili had incorporated a special mineralogical
treatise into his “Medical Book Karabadini”” This is the oldest treatise of this type among
Georgian literary works. However, since “Mcdical Book Karabadini” is a high quality compi-
lation, onc can suppose that other similar treatises of earlicr date might have been known in
Georgian.

' Asa-bepyvin - U3bpannbie nponseeacHua 1V, bapMaxornosns B meannune. Tamkent, 1974
* Mou-Chia (Aenicra) - KaHoH spauebroi nayku. Kunra [, Tamkenr 1982
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Resume

Samson Lezhava
The Principle of Anthropomorphic Interpreration and “Cosmogramity’
gian Vernacular Architecture

in the Geor-

Revealing of the anthropomorphic basis, which implies non-imitative representation of
a man, as a biological being, as a “microcosm” bearing high spirituality, is essential for
the vernacular architecture in gencral, and traditional rural and urban architecture in

‘;QEG‘HB'JQ AAm3emadol, wadiae bbgs yywbom, obognagb 5. aem@dBgnbo Foabde: 3oavccTso. M.
1979.
7 A. laGpuuescknf, Mopdonorus nckyccrsa, M., 2002,

184



particular. At the same timc, both the composition of a dwelling and its ornamentation,
presents it as an image of cosmos, a kind of “cosmogram™ In Kolkhian “oda-sakhti”,
one can sce a unity of geomorphic, vegetable, zoomorphic and astral elements, a sys-
tem, in which reduced, simplified “images” are somewhat mysterial and ritual. Note-
worthy in this respect 1s a house preserved in Racha (western Georgia), vill. Chelia
Gele, “oda-sakhli” built by the craftsman K. Abutidze in ca. 1880s. The dominant motif
of its “curtain” (a board with open-work decoration fixed between the columns in the
upper part of thc wooden balcony) is a whirling rosctic with a cross in the centre. For
the interpretation of this motif significant is the fact that it should denote not only the
sun (and eternally rotating son), but, based on the treatise of St. Gregory of Nyssa, it can
be supposed (A. Okropiridze) to be an image of the fire striving up towards the bounda-
rics of the creation, of its uninterrupted movement around the verge of the universe, of
its correlation with the material. K. Abutidzc should have a deep understanding of the
meaning of whirling rosette, its positive power, which - similar to the images carved on
the so called “deda-bodze” (main supporting pier) in eastern Georgian dwelling, the so
called “darbazi” - “irradiates” from the cross. All other straight and curved lines, artis-
tic thythm of which is reminiscent of the medicval Georgian plastics (9" ¢. Opisa relief,
10™-11" cc. Sagolasheti metal plaques), are directed towards this central element.
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Resume

Ana Mgaloblishvili
Chancel-barrier of the Church of Chiatura Mining-Technical College
and Dimitri Shevardnadze

The article 1s focused on D. Shevardnadze’s activity in the sphere of the ecclesiastical
painting. Based on the comparison of the materials available in the painter’s personal archive
and the State Museum of Georgia. the author analyses chancel-barrier of Chiatura Mining-
Technical College, which was not studied up to now.

It is shown that painting of this chancel-barrier represents synthesis of the Georgian
Christian traditions, traits of the Russian “Neco-Byzantine” style and artistic approaches of the
late 19™ ¢. and early 20" c. European art.

This study enriches creative portrait of the painter and contributes to the revealing and
better understanding of the tendencies characteristic of the early 20% ¢. Georgian ecclesiasti-

cal painting.

" Oemye O., Mo3auky sisaitickitx xpamos, Mocksa, 2001
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Resume

Ekaterine Privalova
On the "Motsameta” Church of "Udabno" Monastery in Gareji.

The article compnises data selected from the scholar’s diaries, regarding one of the murals of
David Gareji monastic complex. This mural decoration, significant in terms of its historic and
artistic values, comprises Ascension of the Cross (ceiling). images of Holy Bishops, life-cycle
scenes of St. David Garejeli and representation of the Massacre of Martyrs.
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