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Natalia Chitishvili

THE DIVISION OF SPACE IN EARLY MEDIEVAL CHURCHES
IN EAST GEORGIA (PRELIMINARY THOUGTHS)

The article deals with the question of how the congregational space in some early medieval
Georgian churches was divided by gender. Over the centuries, a rule based on the principles of hi-
erarchy had been established, which regulated the arrangement of people within the church space.
According to a gencral Christian liturgical practice, the presence of secular rulers, ecclesiastical
authorities, monks, men, women, catechumens, penitents, etc. at the service necessitated various
divisions of the church space. Yet this was done in different ways in different countries, and even
in different regions within one country. The main focus of the article is Bolnisi cathedral (478-493).
In 1940, George Chubinashvili supposed a longitudinal partition of the congregational space in
this cathedral. Based on the archaeological evidence, however, this paper will offer an alternative
hypothesis for the division of space, where the space was divided transversely for women (on the
west part) and men (in front of women).
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Ketevan Digmelashvili

A WINEPRESS FROM MSKHALGORI MONASTERY

The monastery complex near the village of Mskhalgori (Lagodekhi Municipality) was excavat-
ed from 2016 to 2018. It includes a basilica built in the seventh century and reconstructed in the
tenth century, and a wine press attached to the east wall of the church. Most likely, the wine press
was made to commemorate the donor of the church reconstruction buried there. It had two scctions
for separate pressing of two different grape varieties. Red wine was to be used for the Eucharist,
and white wine during monastic meals. Soon one part of the press was repaired. and the other was
destroyed. This could have been caused either by serious damage and the impossibility of repairing
it, or by the fact that commemoration of the donor was discontinued, resulting in the loss of the
wine press function. The basilica and wine press were destroyed in the eleventh century and have
never been restored.

The winepress in Mskhalgori Monastery is the only one in Georgia built to the apse of a church,
which makes it a unique example of this kind of agricultural structure.
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Ekaterine Gedevanishvili

THE KHAKHULI DOME DECORATION:
ESCHATOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS

The present paper aims to demonstrate the complexity of the decorative programme of the
dome of the main church at the Khakhuli monastery, which features a combination of eschatologi-
cal symbols and historical refercnces. The summit of the dome presents a monumental image of the
Glorification of the Cross, a theme that has a long history in medieval Georgian art. The popularity
of this theme in Georgian art is explained mainly by the eschatological context of this image - the
image of the tnumphal cross connected with the Second Coming of Christ and the Last Judgment.
However, in secondary sources the subject is also linked to the historical events described m the
Life of Kartli. In this light of particular note is the section that describes the apparition of the cross
over Kartli’s capital of Mtskheta in the course of Kartli’s conversion to Christianity, which em-
phasizes the belonging of the Church of Georgia to the Ecumenical Church with a national history
of its own. This ‘dual’ significance explains the popularity of this theme in medieval Georgian art
throughout the centuries turning it into a symbol of identity.

The decorative programme of the dome at Khakhuli contains an image of the Ascension of Eli-
jah with the episode of the passing of the prophet’s mantle to his disciple Elisha. The scene of the
Ascension can also be found in other Georgian dome decorations. Tinatin Virsaladzc has argued
that its appearance at Khakhuli should be linked to the eschatological connotations of the scene.
I propose that the image also contains a historical allusion to one of the most important relics of
Georgia — the mantle of Elijah. According to the local ecclesiastic tradition, the mantle was buried
alongside Christ’s tunic in the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral in Mtskheta. The translation of these relics
and the foundation of the most sacred site provided a basis of “Jerusalemisation* of the city of
Mtskheta.
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Ao dxdbogegb wo badybogAm 23s@sp)n woaygdmgl . woadadgd ws w. liodybsdgoumds, md., 2018,
o4 147, o3 ogognlisb@obon dgi)swe Fhodghyemmgsbos F3. sbp@osl dodmlgeool® #gbitos, ob: .
dosody, bo'dsbo  Js@agmabs dniggobs., a3 7-17. 58 JobHguddo bobyumol bagjol badyhyene-
dnbogols ob: N. Chichinadze, Icons as Symbols of Power in Medicval Georgia, Le muscon, vol. 122, 2009, 3.
404-422, 5,56loy. 3.413-415.
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The symbolic link to the sacred city of Mtskheta can also be traced to other ecclesiastical
commissions of David I kuropalates. One has the impression that Svet’itskhoveli and other re-
ligious sites of Miskheta are alluded to in all churches commissioned by this influential ruler of
the Tao-Klarjeti region. References to the spiritual centre of the country — the “new Jerusalem*
of Kartli, then occupied by Arabs, with its principal church containing two important relics of the
Old and New Testaments, the “unwoven Chiton* of Christ and Elijah’s mantle, must have held a
national and political significance as they demonstrated the spiritual unity of Georgia and ideas of
political unification which were beginning to emerge.

The reference to one of the most important relics associated with Georgia in the decorative
scheme at Khakhuli may well point to Byzantium, where the cult of the prophet Elijah was actively
promoted. Inclusion of this biblical episode, central to the decorative programme at Khakhuli, can
be interpreted as an attempt to cmphasise the possession of the precious relic as well as to flaunt the

political aspirations of the Georgian ruler vis-a-vis his counterpart in the neighbouring Byzantine
Empire.
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Neli Chakvetadze

TO THE INITIAL INTERPRETATION OF THE IMAGE
OF RESURRECTION IN GEORGIAN MURAL PAINTING

Over the centuries the Resurrection theme was represented by a variety of symbolic formulas,
which formed basis for the conceptual and iconographic diversity of this theme in Early Middle
Ages. From the Middle Ages onwards, Harrowing of Hell is seen as the most preferred (in terms of
its significance) image of Resurrection in the Christian art. Much earlier, from the third and fourth
centuries, Marys at the Tomb acquired the meaning of the image of Resurrection. Among the Pas-
sion Week cycles, Entombment was rarely depicted. In this respect, quite unique is the case of the
mural decoration in Atsi church of the Archangels.

Peculiar representation of the idea of the Resurrection is seen in the murals of the so-called
Seventh Church in Sabereebi rock-cut monastery. As justified by the Easter liturgy pericopes, de-
piction of the Old Testament Church as an image of the Resurrection, should have been based on
its symbolic meaning manifested in the New Testament.

Two examples discussed in the article remained as a different vision on the carly stage of the
development of the local Christian art. However, such exceptions were of utmost significance for
the art Formgefiihl and the history of the development of Christian art.
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Anastasis Scene from the Lower Church in Banganarti. An Attempt at Identification, Etudes et Travaux, Institut des
Cultures Méditerranéennes et Orientales de |'Académie Polonaise des Sciences, XXVIII, 2018, a3 105-120; B.

Zurawski, The Anastasis Scene from.., 3. 162-182.
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Nikoloz Vacheishvili

SVETITSKHOVELI AND REGIONAL SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE:
MASTERS FROM JAVAKHETI

The essay discusscs the aspects of Georgian architecture of the late tenth century and the first
half of the eleventh century. It suggests that two masons from Javakheti province took part in the
substantial reconstruction of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral in Mtskheta carried out between 1010 and
1029. Few years later, they were commissioned to build a church in the village of Tontio, in Java-
kheti, which was in the ownership of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. They should have also contributed
to the construction of the gallery of Kumurdo Cathedral in the same region.

The architectural and decorative proximity of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral, Tontio Church, and the
gallery in Kumurdo shows the creative path of two Javakhian masters engaged in building activi-
ties under royal and episcopal patronage. Visual evidence of the work of two masons in several im-
portant construction projects is a noteworthy case in the history of Medieval Georgian architecture.
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Lab (-390 00d 00, 1887, Liggdho 1556).

Y bofoGaggenely bodggengbo, ¢y. 11, g msgaodgognoly Ggesjdomamdom, @9, 1910, ag. 558.
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Manon Liluashvili

TOMB CANOPIES IN GEORGIA
FROM THE SEVENTEENTH TO THE NINETEENTH CENTURIES

Tomb canopies were introduced in Georgia in the seventeenth century presumably due to the
influence of the Post-Byzantine Greek practice. They are linked to the concept of the Holy Sepul-
chre that served as a focal point in the commemoration of the death for centuries. Early Christian
Georgian churches erected above the crypts (e.g., the Chapel in Nekresi Monastery, the so-called
Cheremi Square) can be considered as their predecessors.

As a rule, the tomb canopies in Georgia are small arched structures standing over the graves of
high rank laymen or clergymen in the interior of the church. The earliest preserved example is the
tomb monument of King Alexander III and Queen Nestan-Darejan of Imereti in the narthex of Ge-
lati Church of the Virgin dated from the late 1650s. The canopy over the grave of Edisher Eristavi
in Ananuri Church of the Saviour was built in 1674.

The tomb canopies received particular popularity in the nineteenth century when thet are found

“ PAogmo bdomol bagmagol dgamadel gbsbgd ob: ©. bmdHa@as, JoGugma bogmo ©>
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also in the church courtyards. Among them, two grave monuments of the representatives of Ka-
zbegi family in Stepantsminda built between 1817 and 1829 and in the late 1860s are particularly
important. These structures are distinguished by their monumentality and eight-arched lower open
part, which has no analogies in Georgia. The nineteenth-century examples show a variety of artistic
designs. The mid-nincteenth-century marble canopy of Prince David Dadiani in Martvili church
follows Europcan Neo-Baroque architecture, while the memorial of the first Christian Georgian
sovereigns King Mirian and Queen Nana erected in 1906 in Samtavro church at Mtskheta was
designed in historicist Georgian style.
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Natia Natsvlishvili

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY
IN THE TOWN OF GORI

First Catholic missions in Gori were established by Augustinian and Theatinian friars in 1620s.
Despite the support of the king Teimuraz I, they spent only ten years in the town due to turbulent
political situation in castern Georgia. In 1669, Capuchin friars founded a monastery in Gori. Ini-
tially, they served in a private house and managed to build a church dedicated to Sts Silvestre and
George only in 1745, which later was owned by the Georgian Orthodoxes.

Between 1810 and 1819, Capuchin friars constructed a new church dedicated to the Holy Fam-
ily with the financial support of the Zubalashvili family. It is an inscribed cross in plan, with three
slightly projecting apses on the east. The dome rests on two free standing octagonal piers on the
west and the projections of the apse walls on the east. The upper gallery runs around the west arm.
The church is butlt of brick and is plastered. Building technique and material, general design and
some architectural elements indicate that the church was built by a local workshop.

In 1913, a new balcony of the upper gallery and niches within northern and southern arms were
made in the interior, while the fagades and the dome were redecorated. In 1990s, the building was
transferred to the Georgian Orthodox church. In 2008, it went under reconstruction during which
murals, interior architectural details and original fagade plastering were removed.
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no 2, 2019, ag. 156-160. jgmggol 3GmEgbdo asfggmmo wEsbds@gdolsmgol dowgmmash ggbwo hgdl
3™ g290L 3505 3obaslbs @d bomas baggeodgogl.

2 230060 70 bogyghggdol JoGogn-jobgmal s@JoRgldn@oby o@sbgma asgungbol gbabgd
ob.: [ Uybunawsunu, UpaHckie BAHAHHUA B NaMATHHKAX apXHTeKTypb! ['py3un, Bonpocbi ucmopuu uckyccmea,
T. I, Téunnucw, 1970, 33.308-320; g. dg@ndg, XVIXVIIL boygyabggdol Jodogero by@ommadmdnghgds, §. 1,
mdognabio, 1983, 23- 16,216-227.
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mgom SO Jodgdd) 0oty wog0tggdgdl guiadbgds. Lsgombols sdmdT@ogee 3oT9dgds
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XIX boyggabydo Lis@bguogdo bodstimggunemda s, Jodggar Goydo, mdognoldo dm-
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‘Dgodengds dogodomn ga@emdgeno s bds@Gbgamo dmabam@dgdol 65Fgmgdda. obobo, Gm-
a6 Vigbo,o@ sbbgaggdwhygb Lo ygo@og bis@lgmgdbs ©s Sbg@mdooxsbgmgdl (mg@-
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bas@bgangda dags baygbggdowsh  bmdogna 0yghgh, Goam@E oy9g@om dg63d0b
o@0a@gdyeno ab@ogdo. odol ombo'dbaglh bag@obygmols jmblgmoe mdognobdo 1820-
1823 V'grgd'do o3 3Gabliygs godds, @mdgebsg g49mgbob godglbo 6mds bododm-
goeoerdo bas@bgeegaol baddgbgdene boddosbmdols Dglobgd. dobbyg aoblsyqndgdgmo
‘dmadgdwogngds dosbwobs blsGlgengdol bododxggd ogg@ol momgdols @ jods@g-
doly sderygaba'do: [wdognolido] dmsgado ddgbgdgmo mbBodgdo L3s@lLymgda s@asbh.
‘dygdengdganos dmodydbol domby 93dm baJdosbo s gmbog@o bgmmbbgdo.. 9
Genado@iogod dam'by, gobae sby godase Dgudemos oggols jods@gdols ©s momgdol
aodomguns wa sderggabs boly bay@wghgdols yo@gdy, obg, @3 dgegGo dgdmbggggdo
oGo bl hwyda

393 Bodds SG ymgjogns 53 JoGggena S SAG 94obob bgea, gobz s@badbs, Hm3
L3s@bgergdl  goda@gdo o momgdo Jodyoengdol aomgdy s3mIygsgso®. gl dgmmeo
Lbgo  gy@edguegdboi dobgoom mgeogmdo LB3sGLgndo ymgbolsb — dogomomsw, gob
‘dotgogbls X g6 gowyg 1670-056 Fengddo. dmgbay@gdds oboig dg60bgl, @ma8 dmogsmo
o JHmGo, mdgends byedgho aobows Jodyommgdols godmygbgds, ogm dogmash dgnogdo
ymado. 1830-056 (engddo bds@bgmdo boibmg@gdo obgmolgmo dmabageo xméGy

b dogne nlrmBl) (pd( s hggbo badgggge dg@dgho ddgbgaengdols gbobgd: 4. anogmygsdgogmo, .
brdBomos, Jnb@mgero dg@dbydol Fdghgdmmds XIX boyggybolbs s XX bLoyygbol 1 bobggéolb
bodotmnggumado, Copbdo: 3mbdmgena dgaidbydal yuandyy@ummo dgd gopdgmds bofsdGaggmme do, mdo-
smolbo, 2018, 39. 6-19.

* Chevalier Gamba, Voyage dans la Russie méridionale, et particuliérment dans les provinces situées au-dela
du Caucase, fait depuis 1820 jusqu'en 1824, 1. 11, Paris, 1826, a3. 156, g60dgbs 1.

39 3035 oA bAa@Amal |, Jodgomal gy@sbammm Vgbadygobgdl, ob oygbgdl bodyggdl bois
o soutiens, s 60'dbagh boly dabagnols s Loydrgbgdl, dog@ad Jgdggmos, @m3 ol LTmAge bob
Jogomgdl auemolibdmdl.

¢ gymomyd dobo 3bmdogmo ,dmyabaygdmdel abymaoligeo gadmgdom: SirJohn Chardin's Travels in
Persia, with an Introduction by Brigadier-General Sir Percy Sykes, London, 1724 (reprint: New York, 2010), 33
260.
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5276 g0L 393960 o ol Janog@s. Gmd obobo 5Tobygy dyo®@gdews swyogmowsh wad-
g@Aol Gs0dg Woblbols gadydy.

bis@bgaro ab@s@gdol gl bsggo@ggmo L39096¢0" Va@dmswygbos  Lod'dyhygdene
bLEsAL modado@mols dowagmo Y dggermdom. ol dggero  wWAEoWsh  godmaggbydemws
0456T0 Aomam@G baggbo  Jgom, oby syg@om ddgbgdanmdado’. medsdo®ol  wamado
>Aahgy g gd@ogare  b@sgsw Lo gdgdes™  g@mdabymby og@gdl o diocisw  syjo)-
LoGgdws dom badodm dpymdadgomdsdo. sdwgbsw, Ugbadgngdgeno ogor moEgbdolbs @
303G gd0b Sdmygabs Jotgoangdols ysdygdy’

Jotgogno oy Fbmgnme 03398b oGl @ adols ys'dGemdadw) sGsdn sbggg
GbAYbggmymal ms@ol ygmdgioyerse LY@ dobsbganamdal. g laGyoeneno dg'ds-
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Vo g® 3oN0byob wadbowgdyen modmyadl 0ggbgdwbyh. 0bobo sdmboggabo dOwbs-
bogobo JobLAAYJGool gowygddo (bogxg® dygsdoz) mogbrgdmws s Tdgbydangdl
dobio gjm@dol Lolfm@ol oo ghdo@ydmws.

oligmo Mm@ gdall godmygbgds Lsds@Moggmemdoi wolid®wgds, msboz o@s dbognege
Lodmgommodm, s@odgw baggergbom d39bgdanmdsdoi. ghma ‘dgdmbgggs agodab dibymols
x.g@0b woE Bods@@o, bogsg XVII baygubgdo s@a@aobyls Ladb@gom-s@dobagengomo g
mbolb bomoglol oMo s S3YA0l MSEMESEo AoEsbyMgs yogggmyb. dgody dogsgromo
gdmobobs ao@gbogmo (Fomgeno) bowol ‘3ys dyg@xol moghby dofymdogno . . boadsgem
mmobowsb bowbyg SdmBogommo jodol 3ods@abyg’. oM@ Lads@muosbaw swbodbsy-
s 30dobs sbgmygmosbo, sbigmo L3ga0g04900 baddgbgdenem hg@hol aabybs AmbEmdob
dgn3mdoB0 b3o@lgmols gagangbol gaderog@gdal ybws gogdomwgdbawyb. dobo go@oy-
oo, gl bg@bo gdmo@obgl bds@lgands 3dgbgdgends MbEo@gdds. dmdmmagbocy hodedyy-
696 @OLEMAL JoGagnTa'.

Esgd@abrgn obgg XIX bayggbol bsgs@mggemb. @oly 5dbgbwbgb bis@bymydo
Lo43960L Jodggemo sofangymgdol mdogrolida? sendsm obobo 5@ dmboYoggmdwbyh
Loggemgbom 839633 mdado, Bopg@od oy dmbafomgmdwbgb jowys, gb doma LsJdosho-
30l 93603g6gemm Lgadgbdo 0fbgdmws, gobso@sh owbodbywr 3g@omwdo mdogrolydo
o033 S@bgdomo bsggmgbom 3Bgbgdenmds @G Ymgoans. shEnswusdy@mdom, bob-

? G. Fowler, Three Years in Persia; with Travelling Adventures in Koordistan, Vol. |, London, 1841, y4. 82

8 R. Razani, Engineering Investigation of the Qir Earthquake of 10 April 1972 in Souther Iran, /ranian Journal
of Science and Technology, vol. 3, 1974, a3. 7, 29; S. Alizadeh, A. Pahlavani, A. Sadmia, Iran. A Chronological
History, Appendix |, Tehran, 2002, a3.225; A. Northedge, Abbasid Earth Architecture and Decoration at Samarra,
Iraq, Fop630: L. Rainer and A. Bass Rivera (eds), The Conservation of Decorated Surfaces on Earthen Architec-
ture, Los Angeles, 2006, 33. 8.

® G. Herrmann, The Iranian Revival, London-New York, 1977, y4. 58.

193, shgmygeasbo, dgbgmol xgo@ol God@ol bmgoghmo dgggmgdol ms@ogobamgol, bododm-
ool 3mgnodgdbogado 0bbBoddob dGmdgdo, o fodgldacs o boddgbgdanm [oddmgdos,Ned (89),
1963, 33. 19-22.

" o3d a3 23.
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JaGowsba@ygser Jognaddo Gybygen byunabigeengdal sdobobG@sgogemo s babng-
smgb@ogo dybmdbdibo nede bloGrgdomws, joedg baggergbom. dgbadadobaw, bis@lyg-
wagbols do@galgodob begg@e badodsgosgo s@GJodgldaes oym. g@G3mmmgolip@mab-
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orgene aaenshy gafaaw hibrgdows wowo LogMggdol syg@ol 39ddsmgdomns ©s
godogbom wowab@gol Geebs, @obo gggms'by dmeddgdwago dopgsmmomag, ggoJ@md,
SOV A 60l s@gabgnas (sdpdaw mdognobols ob@m@ool dgbggdo, dmogh  gowsggm-
o). od swpognsl pgooh ‘dago baygnbggd'do sagdgmo JoGgolgms, @Gmdgmoi xg@
Ao b@od dggol @ dydwagyy Gejogngeno do@Gedmano@ol jgogbomgds oym, ©s0ba@s
oo daddagw bobols 1795 Varol ‘dgdabyggoly w@mb? 1820 Tyl ol dgodobs s smomp-
a0bo dwagea@ds dgVaddgd s Jodg@lsb@ds gggm@a] s@T@AY60d. 1855 Tl Jodgol-
g a0\, dopy@ad dobio ob@g@og@ols dgboabgd  Faddmwygbsls 330360l a@ogm@o
5oaoG0060h 1850 Uenol haboa@o (bg@. 1). dabbyg sbabgamos m]@oambogny@o ©a@mdasba,
aowab@yena sar@oll ba@dabodo Ggobolognosho dgz@gmo godo@om. dndobogra
Ghmdgdol gob@gdbeydo, jods@oli ‘bomdol, gom@dobs o dolsgmol gomgogmolifobgdom,
g0 ]Omd D qodanos wosbsdwgogngdom gomdgom, @md oly 1820-006 Fergddo sdmaygabyl
L@ begnds ddghadengdda

swemergsbydals mdognolido  dmdydagg bds@lgamo ddgbgdangdols domosgmo  mb-
OoO)Mdol gader dedpgabe bobols sgdm@gbdo aadmmJgedgh. bojoGmggmmndo 1844
Vool badarlbggno  dodambo  sgaqb®  ¢gob 35]b@dsygbgbo  g@magedo  ao33003500m
‘dybo’dbagh. mbognolyy® ‘dgbmdgd'do byunmds ©s gobboggm@gdom jods@gdol badobbo
?);m().\;l\' daamabios, o6y ﬁ)‘('ll);]m()l) ()'(]3;)&1()01) l)bao (-].3;'\“0,:]3?)'30(') ©> Qobdaﬁb: ,,38
‘ddaymdobgb. God oga6hdgh bis@bgen gogrs@mbgdl — obobo 5basdo bogygogbm jogm-
Sy’ bygdaw omagengdash. dyboadgenms, dom [obods@mogob dgdmobobgl jodal (o@dmgdol
hggge wo baowdene, Gadengdo wabGydegds dggmo @mol ghmggg dgbmdgddot

dgbedaly ab@m@oobs wo S@Jodgdh@ol gaGgene gobbhagngobomgal ob.: 3. dsbas, Bgogmgenol
JoGoberol obgym@aobamgabs, bofo@angganels lunl(';(";'\"(lf;n, 10,2007, 3. 148-189.

A Asbos, Gedgeedag wadan )@gdenaw ahgghs, @md  JaGgabenoll y9ads o ygergdob oo
baVogen @uoungeno do@@mdomgeoBols wemdyho H-ol dogd dg6mdol smpagbol e@mabpgmas (9. o.
XVIL Loy pabob wobalyobobs), g dggdb, @od dhbadgrms 0d 3g@omeab goabygtgeg dgbodbigbgdig-
googe XIX bayyygbgdwy (odga. ag- 155-157).

oo goh Ao lepaybybol mbbyengds 3g@dsbyanaw waolg@s, dop@ed JoGggemae odmoizs ab-
asroliy@ ma@pdabdo, @edgenoi sghm@ol bgenba(ghopsh dgb@ymps. gymomgd o3 o@glo ao-
doggdom: Baron von Haxthausen, Transcaucasia. Sketches of the Nations and Races Between the Black Sea and
the Caspian, London, 1854, a4. 95-96. dmgneaw@mobpgmo  Jo@oyguno matadsbo goggmes 1856 (ol
3dA0abyo gadagydowsb: 03 nbd dofbBdoybgbo bogodmgganml dabobgd. XIX boy nbol I 65b-
D0, 49G0dsbuanoEab matigdho, dgbsgogro s JmdghHoMgdo ©agGom 3. 3gemsdgomds, mdagmolin,
2011 gl dogd dm@abogno Godods o] UGS 3oblbgaggdygmaw s@ob ma@adbagma. (34. 94).

obAo = gorgep o geb JoJbddaybghobysh babgbbgde — Amd bls@lgergdol 0g@ mdogmalida
539080 babgangda Laddghgdenm baGobbon 0d3g@aab bhgs Jogmagdalsl bymdl wo @@ Lis@ly-
g0gdds bayggamgbe wywodol dmdbswgdol G@Aseaigos dgdmobabyl, sbggg a3gbgegds Sbmbado sg@m-
Aol gae 636339930 (Present State of Georgia, Colburn's United Service Magazine and Naval and Military
Journal, London, 1856, Part I1, a3. 93). gerad Jgbdo ©'sgogrem@o (|mbeg@g@e) sbggg >060Bbsgl, Gmd
930030 mdognabo Yggmas 63360, jopdy @ybgmal 0d3g@onb Jognodgdol dgdabmds o wobdy-
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(0b, @obidg o gob o Jladoybgbo jo@b tmegab, bobsdwgounydo, Gogome omdgs,
m>d>ToA0s).

6mdgd0, GMd mdognobTo U ghmdgdol dyey boVogerl bis@byungdo  oygdwbyb, XIX
Loyggabob 1 babgg@olbogol  bagggdgener 0@ habl. mgdias obobo  aae ag00ba
dgbgwgds. 1876 Tyenl hodmliygmo d@o@sbgeno obm@ogmbo §godl d@sobo Lds@ly-
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bysemds dom momJdols doomgoligh. gobbs oG dom gognsierbobs, @s'doc, Gopmcg od-
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0Om A>MEgbmds sMols 448 (mbHodo — 210, Jodpaeno — 196, dgpotwo — 42). Lis@bymol
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bogombagos, m bahgngdols ¢dgdgbomdsl 90 Lls@bgeno spgdws, Gowal sggmgdes 448
Jomggero, bmdgba, @gbo ©s o I Adghgdgena.
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33B™MM0 do@bs dedsdog Jubgoh gjo@aisho domydol ‘Jglobgd Vadl: LJogrsfdo o@abols
(3539 J39ggAemdns. dom dm@E0l SA0Sh yogababols dgdsdyGebygbo, wagnagngdo, ddgb-

«l9

90 gdo s Lbgs

L35G bgan gdo, AMAMAG omgs, SavGom 5dghgdwbyh, Jgomby@mgdo dam dodols 5@
H5606. alobo bdoGMdwbyh FHAowogoyer Jgoe@s@yen og @b, Amdgenbac oo ganl™
ob ,,0%0@L" (SLgs MyoEosEy@mo  GYLmo o g9d bR gdom) gulomwgdm. 1880-05b
Femgdadeg gl oym doGomowo bsdgho dsbogns mbognolido ws s@dmbsgangm Lo Js@m-

b, ol woplomap dg@dgbo ws bls@bgmao jommadmbydols sygdaerosem (Wanderer, Notes on the Cauca-
sus, London, 1883, 3. 40). 0bgjn@dsos Aol baga@agumw swgdusmo sfgl d@odsbymab s jerbbyanmb
2635M0'dagsh, Lawsg ©ads@gdom bamgados, @@ dg@dbgdo @ bls@bgengdo mdognolido Syg®om
53gbgdgb (Reports from her Majesty s Consuls on the Manufactures, Commerce & c., of their Consular Districts,
Part V, London, 1979, 3. 1589). 35@dbgdly Goz dgghgdo, 36mds s@abylos — dg@dgbo gognsgymbgdo
JOoJHoggmsr podmbsgmobme Jjombydmgdo ogghyb, s3@l 5@ bdaGodwbyh. mdognobiol Liszb-
mg@gdgare babmgdol ddgbgdenmdsdo olbobo 5@ dmbsfogngmdwbgb.

13 J. Bryce, Transcaucasia and Ararat: Being Notes of a Vacation Tour in the Autumn of 1876, London, 1877,
ag- 145.

'$T. E. Gordon, Persia Revisited, London, 1896, a3 17.

1" Tughnuc no odnoonesnoii nepenucu 25-20 mapma 1876 20da, cocrasnen u peaakriuposan J1. Kobakosbin,
Tudnnuc, 1880, »3. 238.

18 bogdoGaggemm PoxhmS 3gGomwals bi3s@lyyan Fyadmgddo, bds@bygmoab madydabo, dglagoena
©> gm3gh@atgdo 3. semgdlodabs, mdognalia, 2016, ag. 389.

" 0dga, a3 414.
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(shgosbwageno  daibdsdol ol Nefl): ‘dgbmadol ob@m@os @bmdogros — ol dgodabs
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“10. Anuadanse, H. Bonkosa, Cmapuit Towaucu: copod u 2opnoxcane e XIX eexe, Mocksa, 1990, 3. 73.

' dgbedoly 3GmygdHhol @adwibody gatasb@e, Ygwagbogro s@Jodg]d@m adoam@o agabmgab dog@,
1856-1857 {'gngdom mst@ogiogds. 1858 Faroly dmgmal ol g4g9 ©abiygengdgmo bobs gmmm@sb gom-
d> (F. Gille, Lettres sur le Caucase et la Crimée, Paris, 1859, pg. 267-268). g@smoe dg6mdol ob@mcoobs
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David Khoshtaria

PERSIAN MASTER BUILDERS IN
NINETEENTH-CENTURY GEORGIA

Persians formed an important group among the butlders working in nincteenth-century Geor-
gia. They were known as consummate brick masons who mastered the art of constructing complex
vaulted structures. They participated in the construction of’ a number of administrative buildings,
barracks, hospitals, caravansaries, and residential houses. Interior decoration work was another field
of activity of Persian masters in Georgia. They used a rich repertoire of Qajar decorative art including
stucco ornament, painting, and mirror work. Among the clients of Persian decorators there were high
officials, wealthy merchants, nobles, and even members of the Russian royal family. Artisans invited
from Persia played a leading role in embellishing “Persian style* interiors in Georgia: however, there
were local Persian masters as well.
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Dimitri Tumanishvili

BETLEMI CHURCH OF THE MOTHER OF GOD IN TBILISI

The paper deals with the Armenian Church of the Mother of God located in the old district of
Thilisi and known as Betlemi or Petkhain (Bethlehem). Thorough examination of structural and
decorative clements of the extant eighteenth-century building reveals ties to the Medieval Georgian
architectural tradition. The paper also discusses the aspects of Georgian-Armenian cultural interre-
lation and interchange in the late Medieval Tbilisi.
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Tinatin Virsaladze

RECENTLY REVEALED WALL PAINTING
IN ALAVERDI CATHEDRAL

The paper discusses the fragments of murals in Alaverdi Cathedral that have been uncovered
in 1960s. Basing on the iconographic and stylistic analysis, the author has identified six layers of
paintings in the Cathedral dating to the eleventh, fifteenth (two layers), sixteenth, seventcenth, and
eighteenth centuries.
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